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s’agir ici d’une espéce de-manifeste rédigé peu
aprés la mort du roi, sans doute 4 Vinitiative
de son fils *Ramsés IV pour faire ressortir les
mérites du fondateur de la dynastie et étayer
les titres au pouvoir de son successeur®. Ce
but de propagande avait peut-étre aussi
inspiré Pauteur du conte de Sinuhe?.
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Birjawaza. Herr von Damaskus unter ¥ Amen-
ophis IV.-Echnaton, mit dem Schutz der

Provinz Upe und von Kumidi als des Gouver-
neursitzes betraut. Gegner des *Aitakama von
*Qadesch und des *Aziru von *Amurru (EA
151,189), mit denen er um die Orte von Amga
kimpft (Abfall des *Arzawija von Ruhizzi in
eigenem Brief EA 197). Seine Gegner waren
auch die Kénige von Bosra und Hulanni
(unbek. Lokalisierung), Biridaswa von Janu-
ammu (EA 19617) sowie die Schne des Labaja,
gegen die er dem Baclu-UR. SAG (= *Ba‘lu-
mehir) (von Tenni) half!. Figene Briefe EA
194-197.

1 Erwihnung EA 55,45 (Akkizzi von Qatna). -
Zur Lesung des Namens B. vgl. Thureau-Dangm,
in: RA 37, 1940, 171.

Bitket Qarun (00l ; Karte 22 u. b).
Remnant of ancient Lake Moeris, artificially
maintained at about 45 m below sea level with
area of 214 km? Occupies natural depression
(to —53 m) eroded by chemical weathering and
eolian deflation during Pleistocene, connected
to Nile Valley by natrow divide breached at
*Hawara — el-*Lahun (rock floor at —18 m)?,
Linked to *Nlile in late Pleistocene when lake
shorelines developed at 42 m, 34 m, 28 m and
22.5m (above sea level) (with Middle and
Late Paleolithic artifacts)2. After a period of
desiccation a new, Nile-fed lake re-established
well before 7000 B.C. (unadjusted C'¢ dates
6150 and 6120 B.C. on basal sediments)3,
maintaining level above 17 m in 7th millenium
(C** dates 5550 and 5190 B.C. contemporary
with *PFajjum “B”-type industries)® and of
22 to 24 m from the Fajjum “A”-period (C¥
dates 4440, 41454, 3910 and 3860 B.C.3, cor-
rected by Stuiver-Suess formula® to ca. 5900-
5000 B.C. calendar years) through the Pottery
Neolithic and Predynastic to OK 3. Geological-
archeological evidence is corroborated by the
ancient crocodile, *Re-Methyer and *Osiris
cults of Fajjumé, by the legend of Moeris
as the primeval ocean and origin of life
(*Nun)?, and the OK basalt quarries related

t to probable quays at 18 to 22 m near *Qast

es-Sagha and *Dimeh, with the latter site
(*Soknopaios Nesos) reduced to a peninsula
with a 16 m shoreline8. Level fluctuated accord-
ing to season and strength of Nile floods. The
Hawara entrance may have been silted up
during low floods of First Intermediate period,
cutting off much of water supply®, perhaps
ufitil MK pharaohs cleared the *Bahr Jussuf
channel between Hawara and Lahun!®, The
colossi of *Biahmu (courtyard pavement at
18 m, enclosing stone walls 22m, top of
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pedestals 24.5 m)!! indicate mean low level
(modern annual fluctuation range 0.6-1.2 mj)1%
of Lake Moeris below 18 m at time of *Amen-
emhet III, but Thermutis temple at *Medi-
net Madi suggests below 13 m, potentially
allowing minimum of 400 km? of cultivable
ground below a waterhead of 24 m. Fishing
has been prominent throughout historical
times (*Fischerei; *Fische, religits)!®, and
royal fowling activities are indicated by the
5. Dyn. appointment of *Ti and by MK and
NK harims near Lahun and *Gurob!4. Pos-
sibly above 25 m when *Herodotus found the
colossi of Biahmu partially submerged!®, and
claimed an cutflow of water to the Nile Valley
during the low water season, a suggestion that
relative elevations make inherently probable
(even with a maximum lake level of 20 to
21 m - compared with a low Nile level of
18 m at Beni Suef)!$, despite the counter-
argument of Kees (*Be- u. Entwisserung)?”.
Artificially reduced to -2m under *Ptole-
maios I and II who constructed control sluices
at Lahun!® first mentioned by Strabo!®. Up
to 800 km? of cultivated land were added as
result of large-scale irrigation® along southern
and northeastern margins of the Fajjum. Lower
Nile floods and silting of the Hawara entrance
reduced lake to -7 m by 2. cent. A.D.?t and
minimum of 198 Fajjum settlements in Byzan-
tine times?? compare with only 100 in A.D.
131523, 69 in 179924,
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Bitterseen. T'wo connected depressions (Great
and Small Bitter Lakes) of tectonic origin
related to northern terminus of Gulf of Suez,
and of great antiquity as indicated by adjacent
and underlying Pliocene and Pleistocene beds
of marine and terrestrial origin. The water
surface along 38 km segment of the Suez
Canal is 220 km? with a maximum depth of
only 4 meters, separated from open sea by a
19 km marshy, sand-choked valley with maxi-
mum elevation 3-5 metersl. A navigable,
saline or brackish water body, fed in part by
marine seepage, existed here ca. 600 B. C. when
*Necho began construction of a canal com-
pleted (or reopened) a century later by
*Darius 12, and used as late as A.D. 7673
(*Kanal). Controversial topographic references
for this part of the 8. L.E. nome in Exodus4
(*Altes Testament, *Gau, 8. u.ig.) include
Etam (Ppart of fortification on high ground
north of lakes), Pi-Hahirot (house of swamps, ?
on low ground west of lakes), Migdol Baal-
Zephon (?fortified shrine northwest of Suez),
and the Sea of Reeds (?Bitter Lakes or con-
necting valley to Suez)8. Dimensions of lakes
have varied in response to sealevel oscillations,
with conspicuous 1.5-meter shoreline® possibly
of Dynastic age”. With local mean tidal ampli-
tude of 1.7 meters, southerly storm surges of
2 to 3 meters are possible and could have swept
into the Bitter Lakes attimes of higher world
sea-level. :
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