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a new film for high school and college physics

THE THEORY
OF RELATIVITY:
An Introduction

16mm sale $395 vc sale $295 film rental $25

This film focuses on the applications and impli-
cations of Einstein’s special theory of relativity.
The opening demonstrations in the film examine

relative motion. Time dilation is demonstrated
by the 1971 experiment using jets and rubidium
clocks. The film concludes with the twin exper-
iment—the one on earth ages more rapidly than

the one traveling in the spaceship.

Preview prints are available to prospective purchasers at no charge

except return postage and insurance.

Order from:

INTERNATIONAL FILM BUREAU INC

332 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60604
(312) 427-4545

20min color

SB&F Needs Film
and/or Filmstrip
Reviewers

Science Books & Films needs new reviewer
for elementary school through college leve
films/filmstrips, especially in anthropology,
archeology, earth sciences (geology, mete-
orology), ecology, medicine, math, sociol-
ogy, psychology, agriculture, science edu
cation, learning disabilities, physics, and|
nutrition. Interested scientists should respon

to the Editor, Science Books & Films, 1776
Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, DC
20036.
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a review of Egyptian watercraft and its uses are also included in
this book. The author makes a plea for more adequate care of this
unique relic. After surviving some 4500 years in the boat-pit, the
ship may ultimately be lost because of inadequate care. There are
many excellent black-and-white and color illustrations to support
the text.—Malcolm F. Farmer

MATTHIAE, PAOLO. Ebla: An Empire Rediscovered. (Illus.;
trans. by Christopher Holme.) Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1980.
237pp. $14.95. 77-80898. ISBN 0-385-12904-1. Index.

C-P %% Neither light reading for one with only a passing inter-
est in the archeology of the Middle East nor a fully
technical exposition, this summary report of the excavation at Tell
Mardikh will give the nonspecialist substantial information on the
evolution of Bronze Age urban society. Written by one of the
principals involved in the excavation, it constitutes the most reliable
interpretation of the evidence that has been widely reported by
others in a second-hand form. Among other important points, Mat-
thiae repeatedly denies that any of the text materials from the State
Archives found in the Mardikh IIB1 level contain any significant
information concerning biblical characters, places or events. The
principal value of this work is in its exposition of cultural evolution
over a span of about 2000 years during the Early and Middie Bronze
Ages in northwestern Syria. Although the text is heavily laden with
the technical jargon of Middle Eastern archeology, it may still be
a useful reference work for the nonprofessional. In addition to the
excellent summary of the excavation results, Matthiae has provided
a fine review of the development of archeology in the region.
—Calvin Jennings

WEITZMAN, DAVID. Traces of the Past: A Field Guide to Indus-

trial Archaeology. (Illus.) NY: Scribner’s, 1980. 229pp. $17.95. 79-

65975. ISBN 0-684-16107-9. Index; C.1.P.

JH-SH-GA-C %%  With the growing interest in America’s 19th-
century heritage, it is small wonder that

someone has rediscovered the technology of the Industrial Revo-

lution. This book conveys the excitement of one antiquarian who

has sought to understand landscape features that we all see but
seldom think about: old railroad beds and associated signs and
structures, cast- and wrought-iron bridges and roof trusses, early
blast furnaces, and primitive oil-well drilling rigs. Numerous pho-
tographs and excellent diagrams, rendered in a tasteful antique
style, explain both the mechanics of the different structures or
devices and their temporal changes or styles. Weitzman has pro-
vided a kind of field guide to old iron-works that can be understood
by a generation that has neither seen old steam engines in service
nor has a sense of the excitement that industrial achievements must
have had for their great-grandparents. But there is more here that
will be appreciated by anyone interested in recognizing and under-
standing traces of the 19th-century. Traces of the Past complements
existing guides to domestic architecture by explaining the role of
the Industrial Revolution in providing the communications network
that made the 19th-century colonization of North America possible.
The features it identifies can still be seen in countless small towns
scattered across the continent. I believe that other readers will
derive the same appreciation that the reviewer did and, with it, a
new sensitivity to a living historical landscape.—Staff

WERTIME, THEODORE A., and JAMES D. MUHLY (Eds.). The
Coming of the Age of Iron. (Illus.) New Haven, CT: Yale University
Press, 1980. xix+555pp. $27.50. 79-26420. ISBN 0-300-02425-8.
Index; C.L.P.
GA-C-P *% This history of the development of metallurgical
technology, especially in the preparation of tools,
is a fascinating departure from the traditional history of wars. Four-
teen papers by 16 experts delineate the development of metallurgy
for gold, silver, copper, and copper alloys, culminating in the start
and expansion of smelting, forging and treatment of iron and steel
throughout the world. Iron artifacts from as long ago as the 9th
century B.C. put into perspective the modern iron and steel civili-
zation. The book would make good collateral reading for students
of metallurgy and will be a valuable reference for courses in anthro-
pology and archeology. Some of the listings of grave and mound
finds may not be of interest to general readers but these can easily
be skipped. —Elizabeth P. Hartner




