
The objective of this project is to analyze how shifting residential loca-
tion, demographics, economic activity, and preferences have contribut-
ed to changes in travel behavior in the Philadelphia Region over the past 
decade and a half. Cities and regions like Philadelphia have been at the 
heart of national increases in the use of transit, bicycles, and walking at 
the regional, megaregional, and national level. The metropolitan area has 
experienced enough demographic and spatial change in a short period 
of time and has enough demographic and travel variation to begin to 
unpack questions about the relative importance of economic conditions, 
demographic change, and people’s preferences in shifting travel patterns. 

In this project, we examine changes in travel behavior in the Philadelphia 
region between 2000 and 2012. We use two household regional travel 
surveys over a decade apart, the 2000 and 2012 surveys, from the Dela-
ware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC). Previous research, 
at the national scale, has highlighted changes among the Millennial co-
hort. We use these two regional datasets to examine the changing travel 
behavior among Millennials and to put these changes in context by com-
paring them with changes among other social groups of interest: women 
and minorities. 

We find that the travel behavior of young people did not change sub-
stantially between 2000 and 2012. Where there are changes, these pale 
in comparison to the changes among women and black residents. And 
finally, we find that the built environment factors appear to influence 
travel more in 2012 than in 2000. Taken together, our findings fit an over-
arching narrative about urban gentrification and the suburbanization of 
poverty, rather than a story of Millennials’ changing travel behavior.
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