
America is aging rapidly; by 2025 almost 80 million Americans will be 
over 65. Seniors will constitute more than 20% of the population, out-
numbering children for the first time in history. Many will remain in the 
paid labor force long after the traditional age of retirement; 40% will like-
ly work full time until the age of 75. Seniors will also account for almost 
one out of four drivers on US highways because most will live in inherent-
ly low density places with few alternatives to the car. Yet many seniors will 
want or need to curtail or cease driving with few practical alternatives, 
forcing many into driving when they should not or doing without crucial 
human, social, and medical services.

The rapid aging of a population living at low density who have built a life 
around the mobility offered by the private car is a policy and planning 
challenge which may be addressed by two additional societal trends: 
the growth of e-commerce and local delivery of a variety of goods and 
services, and, the rapid rise in the shared economy, particularly in the 
transportation sector. Do societal trends offer a way to address some of 
the needs of the silver tsunami, a wave of aging seniors living in suburbs 
and even rural areas who may face terrible problems meeting their needs 
when they need to reduce or cease driving? Will new technology and key 
aspects of the shared economy meet some senior mobility needs across 
a megaregion? 

This is a qualitative research effort, assessing  how much seniors from 
diverse backgrounds know about, use, or would consider using a range 
of technological innovations and various services offered by the private 
firms, and the extent to which they knew about such services, used them, 
or would consider using them in the future if they had mobility needs. Senior Mobility Survey Responses
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