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Population Health Initiative Prize for Graduate Student Research 

The Population Health Initiative at the University of Texas at Austin (UT) is sponsoring a campus-wide competition 
for a Population Health Initiative Prize for Graduate Student Research. The purpose is to reward and call attention to 
scholarship by graduate students that addresses aspects of population health or health and society, broadly defined, 
such as addressing the multiple determinants of health (e.g., biological, medical, behavioral, social, economic and 
environmental) and their important interactions over the life course; examining the measurement, distribution, or 
experiences of health; or evaluating interventions (at individual, community, or policy levels) for their impact on 
population health outcomes. The paper must have both theoretical and empirical aspects.  

For a good example of population health discourse, see: Kindig, David (2007) Milbank Quarterly 85(1):139-161 
(http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-0009.2007.00479.x/full) or visit the Population Health Initiative 
web site at: http://sites.utexas.edu/pophealth/phi-definition/  

Length: The paper should be journal length, with a maximum of 12,000 words (including main text, references, 
end/footnotes, and appendix text) and10 tables and graphs (combined, including appendices). Papers that exceed 
this limit will not be considered.  

The Prize is a $1,500 research fund, to be spent by December 31, 2018. Papers will be considered by authors who are 
currently pre-doctoral students in an accredited graduate program at the University of Texas at Austin. Two or more 
students may share the award for a collaborative study. Papers that are jointly authored by a student and a member of 
the faculty are eligible; however, the award is only for the student and the student must be the senior author. An 
individual is eligible for one year following completion of the study. Published papers are acceptable. Papers will be 
reviewed by the PHI Director and Advisory Board members 
http://sites.utexas.edu/pophealth/governance/.  

Application Process: Please send one copy of the paper to Mary de la Garza 
(marydlg@utexas.edu) along with a cover letter (no more than one page) indicating its importance to the field of 
population health. A letter from the student’s research advisor confirming eligibility by email is also required. In the 
case of a multiple authored paper, all student authors of the winning paper will be recognized. However, one UT 
student must be identified in the cover letter as a primary author to whom the monetary award will be distributed. If 
you have questions about the submission, contact Mary De La Garza at the address above. PHI and the review 
committee reserve that right to withhold the award if it decides that no suitable paper was submitted.  

Due: February 16, 2018 (Notification by end of Spring semester 2017) 


