
SEALINGS AS LINKS IN AN ADMINISTRATIVE CHAIN 

THOMAS G. PALAIMA 

In medias res et ad fontem originemque. This exercise in finding and attempting to reconstruct the 
missing links in the Mycenaean administrative chain has many origins and debts which I can 
acknowledge here as an explanation for the purpose of this paper. 

I. Oriolo Romano October 1991 a late night conversation with Emmett L. Bennett, Jr., partially 
reported in the discussion section of the publication , P. Ferioli, E. Fiandra, G.G. Fissore, M. Frangipane 
eds., Archives Before Writing (CIRAAS 1, Turin 1994), pp. 334-35. 

We were attempting to explain the physical and informational peculiarities of the Sh series at 
Pylos, the administrative history of which I had reconstructed at the II Congresso lnternazionale di 
Micenologia on the basis of contiguities. The completed set, which was shipped in a wicker basket to the 
central archives probably from the NE Workshop, consists of a label (written last), two heading tablets 
(probably written second last) and two groups of single-entry tablets. As can be seen below, Group A has 
six tablets with identical texts (except for Sh 737 which identifies the ideogram as o-pa-wo-ta), Group B 
has six tablets with identical texts, and th e texts in Group A are differentiated from those in Group B only 
by the number of o-pa-wo-ta that make up the to-ra-ka of the ARM (an ideographic representation of body 
armor with helmet), cf. fig . 1. 

Label: 

Wa 732 .1 
.2 

Heading tablets: 

J-ra-ke 
] vacat 

Sh 736 to-ra-ke, a-me-ja-to, o-pa, me-za-na, wo-ke, ne-\\'o [ ]5 

Sh 740 
.a ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 
pa-ra-jo , ARM ZE 5 wi -so-wo-pa-toL Jo-pa-wo-ta , me-zo-a2 0 20 me-u-j ch12 0 10 

wi-so-wo-po -10 over erasure; read in PT[ as wi-so-1_\·o -pa-n., with commentary that "wi-so- 11 npa-r, , not 
entirely exc luded" . 

Group A: 

Sh 744 ARl\11 me-zo-a 2 0 20 me-u-j o-a2 0 IO ko-ru-to . 0 4 PA ·) 

Sh 741 ARM I me-zo-a2, 0 20 me-u-jo-a 2 0 IO ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 

Sh 742 ARM I rne-zo-a., 0 20 me-u-jo-a2 0 10 ko-ru-to . 0 4 PA 2 
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all tablets 

and label verso 
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Sh 743 

Sh 739 

Sh 734 

Sh 736 

Sh 740 

Fig. I - Sh series "Contiguities". Discovered 12~9: ELB, JLM, TGP: EM Athens. 

Sh 737 ARM 1 o-pa-wo-ta , me-zo-a2, 0 20 me-u-jo-a2 , 0 10 ko-ru-to, 0 4 pa-ra-wa-jo 2 

Sh 743 ARM 1 me-zo-a2 , 0 20 me-u-jo-a2 0 10 ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 

Sh 733 ARM 1 me-zo-a2 0 20 me-u-jo-a2 0 10 ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 

Group B: 

Sh 739 ARM 1 me-zo-a2 0 22 me-u-jo-a2 0 12 ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 

739 v . a [[ to-mi-re-[ ]wa-[ ]-re-[ )c -ko-si 

Sh 735 

Sh 734 

b [ [ o-to-pe--da-b.-we-de-[ . }-kc [ 

ARM I me-zo-a 2 0 22 me-u-jo-a2 0 12 ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 

ARM I me-zo-a2 0 22 me-u-jo-a2 0 12 ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2 

73.1 V . to jn lll C do mi [ . ] o WO to ra ro A R!\1 I 

Sh 738 ARM I me-zo-a 2 0 22 rn e-u-jo-a2 0 12 ko-ru-t o O 4 PA 2 

] ] 
] ] 
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\\ 'il ,tl is til l'. lHJrp,,~ ,· fo r st1 c li rcpl'litivc cloc unw 11tatio11 of ik111s in ;1 palatial wo rksh op. in thi s c1s,· 
ill(lividu;i l sets of armor i)eing bro ught up to a " fini shed stat e o f repair ··, by an individual named a -111 e -ja" 

Part o f th e answer is th at the individual tablets wou ld serve as record s of proof that th e ad ministrator 
who wrot e them had inspec ted th e ten suits of "renewed" armor one by one. Afterward s as th e tex ts o f 
th ese inspecti ons and ce rtifications are packaged in a plaited straw tran sport basket to be taken to th e 
central archives. th e scri be/ administrator writes up two summary texts: one (Sh 736) whi ch gives th e 
essential inform ati on th at the tab let basket contains records of 5 [ pair J o f sets o f .. r enewed " armor as th e 
o-pa work of an individual named a-rn e-ja The other summary tablet (Sh 740) describes the original (pu
ra-jo) state of the armor. when all of the sets had an equal number (wisw6n pant6n) of bronze platelets (o
pa-wo-ta), as opposed to the end result when some have more. 

But another part of the answer, thought Emmett and I, might lie in a peculiar physical characteristic 
of these leaf-shaped tabl ets, namely that they have transverse holes running through them lengthwise, 
which Emmett in his most recent transcription in progress2 of the Pylos tablets designates as "string". 
The track or channel of this "string" may be seen breaking through the surface of fired tablet Sh 740 in 
figure 1. He defines "string" as «the empty channel remaining after the combustion of a twisted grass- or 
reed-like material around which the clay is rolled to form some long tablets, the trace of whose former 
presence is evident in broken sections, or at the ends where the strings protruded (small traces of ash 
have occasionally been seen); use of tablets with strings is characteristic of certain scribes, or of their 
tablet-makers, if they did not make them themselves»3. We imagined a scenario whereby sealings of some 
sort could be attached to the siring projecting from each tablet , and that these sealings, perhaps with 
the impression of the seal of the scribal administrator (S 733 Cii), could be taken away, perhaps by a-me
ja as receipts and proofs that he had completed the operation of finishing the pieces of armor and that 
the scribal administrator had indeed approved this work through inspection. 

Our imagination even shifted to the Sa (Hand 26) and Eb series (Hand 41) at Pylos which likewise 
have tablets with "strings". The Sa series , also probably produced in the NE Workshop and eventually 
stored in the Archives Complex, contains leaf-shaped tablets of three kinds: 

A. those dealing with the disposition of usually one, occasionally two, pairs of chariot wheels to 
individuals (in the genitive and linked with the important, and now problematical, term wo-ka); 

B. those simply describing the state, condition, and/or type of larger numbers of pairs of chariot 
wheels (on Sa 790 designated by the plural term familiar from the KN So series: a-mo-ta) ; 

and C. those concerned with totals of even larger numbers of pairs of chariot wheels described 
(where the texts are extant) as ne-wa ('new') , pa-ra-ja ('old'), and in one instance (Sa 787) as 'Zakynthian ' 
(the same 32 pairs record ed on a text [Sa 751] of group Band then inserted as the final entry on a three
entry totaling text of group C) . 

Th e chariot wheels on group A tablets are designated by the term we-je-ke--e ("in good condition" 
uel sim.) which always accompanies the term wo-ka . Killen now argues that wo-ka may be parallel to o-pa 
( = hop / fro m the same verbal root as Greek iimu) as an action noun from the verbal root (*werg-)4, and this 
proposal has much to recommend it. we-je-ke--e seems to stand in opposition to the term no-pe-re-a2 (--e) 
whi ch is found on tab lets o f th e B group and indicates that certain pairs of wh eels recorded therein are 
"unserviceable, not fit for use", vet sim.s. None of the B or C group texts contains the criti ca l term wo-ka 
which in the A group is l in ked with the individual personal names in the genitive, inc luding that o f a-me-ja 
(Sa 834) who, let us remember , is th e party res ponsible for the "finishing" (o-pa) of the sets of armor in 
th e Sh seri es. Tablets of the Sa se ri es were made into complete r ecords certainly by one (\Va 11'18), 
pe rhaps two labels (a lso \\'a 127J?) . found in the central archives. \.\'a l 14S was found in Archives Room 8 
and has a text that has el ement s paralleled in Sa 790 (Group B) and texts of Group A: 

\.\'a 11 48 . I 
.2 

a-Jmn-ta. e-qe-s i-j a 
we-Jj c-ke-a 



.1() '/'/111111, 1, (,' l ',t!, 1111111 

Sa 790 a-mo-t a , e-qc-s i-j<l , 110-pe-re-a, I\UTA, 'I L ;/L ( i. 

Wa 127 1 was found in the same gri d of th e Chas m along Room 7 as Sa l:!G'1-G7 . all group A tablets with 
the wo-ko , we-je-ke-e fo rmula. Wa 127 1 is read both in PTTanci in Bennett's transcription in progress: 

Wa 1271 supra mutila 
Jra-ke [. 

But my autopsy in 1980 revea led that the line o f the tablet break would suit the oblique stroke of j e. 
Given the contextual assoc iation, this reading is to be preferred6. What we might have here is a situation 
in which one set of e-qe-si-jo wheels in "serviceable" condition was duly recorded on tablets which were 
labeled (Y,/a 1148) and shipped to the Central Archives. Another set of tablets containing records of 
"unserviceable" e-qe-si-jo wheels (Sa 790) and other assorted wh eels recorded in descriptive and totaling 
texts (Groups B and C) would also have been sent to the Central Archives. A third set (Group A) labeled 
by Wa 1271 was also eventually sent there. Although all tablets of the Sa series have "strings"7, it is 
primarily the records of Group A, relating to individuals whose wo-ko produces serviceable pairs of 
wheels, that would require something like the ancillary documentation for which the "strings" may have 
been intended. Tablets of group B provide indica tion of some des ign or work element of the wheels 
described: «Zakynthian " (Sa 751), «bound in silver" (Sa 287), «made of cypress wood» (Sa 488), «fully 
worked, finished» (Sa 682), «of th e e-qe-/o [ a high o rd er palatial official]" (S;:i 790), «provided with a term is 
[border, flange] » (Sa 791), «provided with a tennis, of ivory» (Sa 793), and «bound in bronze» (Sa 794). 
This attention to characteristic features and state of repair might suggest a motive for having the 
ancillary "string" attachments. These wheels, some of which are not yet serviceable, would be handled in 
the same way as the individual pieces of armor in the Sh series, only we have the wheels grouped in 
larger numbers because they have not yet been made serviceable by the responsible parties. 

What I would like to emphasize here is the element of personal responsibility within a system that 
defines such responsibility by technical vocabulary. In the Sh and Sa seri es the key terms are o-po and, 
following Killen's proposal which makes very good sense from an archival-administrative perspective, 
wo-ka. Texts of the Eb series would conform to this picture of certain well-defined obligatory activities 
requiring special recording procedures. These tablets , by Hand 41, are fairly elaborate records of 
individual landholdings. They were later used by the master scribe at the site (Hand I) to produce page
shaped compilations (series Ep) . What is interesting is that the landholdings of these individuals (mainly 
religious personnel: i-je-re-jo , te-0-jo do-e-ra , ka-ra-wi-po-ro) are defined again in very precise terminology 
which stresses the special obligatory nature of the landholding status of each individual. Relatively from 
most frequent to least frequent in occurrence, these terms and conditions are: 

o-no-to ke-ke-me-no ko-to-no po-ro do-mo, 
ko-ma (ko-mo-e-u) , 
o-pe-ro le-re-j o-e, 
some form o f wo-ze obligation . 
and qe-jo-me-no. 

The Eb set can be contrast ed with the Ea set by Hand 43, whi ch deals mainly with non-religious 
personnel, perh aps in an entirely different area within th e Py lian palatial territory, and generally has 
much simpler provisions fo r landholdings: 

po-ro PERSONAL NAME, 
o-no-to PERSONAL NAME£e11 ko-to-na, 
o-no-to pa-ro PERSONAL NA MEcta1, 
o-no-to po-ro do-mo. 

In any case, the differences between th e two ser ies in types of landholding, in the status o f the 
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i11d1\·idu;i/s i11 \·ol\"l'<i. i11 til l' 11;iturf' o f tli , · r ,· c: i, 111 s \,· lw r<' til ,· l,11 1< !11 oldi1 1gs ,1 re situated. and in tl1 c d<'grce 
of interes t taken to spec ify peculiarities all Glll be used to e:-.;plai n wil y til e Ea set would lack th e "s tring" 
katurc \,·!iii(' til e Eb series would have, a11< l nvvd. it. Tli crt: might e\·l·n be a difference in the nature o f the 
cl' ntrnl administration 's int eres t i11 these l:111diloldings. Th e Eb se t is c losely linked with th e distri ct o f pu
l<i-jo -ne and th e wonux o f th e ce ntral palace. The obligati l lns im·o lved. o ne imag ines, would also be 
c losely rec iprocal with th e central palace and th ereb:v need tu be authenticat ed and verified between the 
ce11tral acl 111inistration an cl th e inrlividuals who were obli ged to perform se rvi ces fo r th e central palace 
(and its sanc tuary in po-ki--ju-ne) ancl deri ve lw 11 efit s th erefrom . Th e Ea set with its emph as is on personal 
0-110-to relati onships (and the ra-wa-k e-tu ) might have left the au thentica tion o f th ese relat ionships to the 
individual parti es (ancl institutio ns) in vo h ·ed . Thus th ere \,·ould only be need to record and not to 
validate by sealing attachments. 

The Eb set contains such entries as: «X has ka-ma land and is obliged to perform service (te-re-ja--e) 
on two, but does so on one» (Eb 495); «X paying a religious penaltyS holds land» (Eb 294); «X is obliged to 
perform service (te-re-ja--e) and does not perform service» (Eb 149); and so on . These particulars seem to 
imply a greater need for certification of th e nature of the landholding relationship and responsibilities 
attached thereto than do the Ea set. Their quasi-legalistic tone may also have to do with the religious 
status of the personnel involved. Complexities in the Eb set are such that on Eb 297 the pries tess can 
claim to have a special kind of landholding (e-to-ni-jo) on behalf of the god, while in the final version on 
the compilation tablet Ep 704.5-.6 w e read that «Eritha, the priestess, has and claims to have e-to-ni-jo 
land for the god, but the damos says that she has an o-na-to of the ke-ke-me-na ko-to-na land». This is 
exactly the kind of extraordinary circumstance that might require receipts by both parties. 

The other conspicuous set of leaf-shaped tablets that have "strings" running through them is the Ug 
series at Thebes, which was found in a deposit context, i.e. , in a workshop or storeroom rather than a 
central archives9. This set consists of 24 often very fragmentary tablets, but enough remains to be able to 
understand the formula used in entries on these records: PERSONAL NAME,.gen masc. / PERSONAL NAME nom. 

masc. / ideographic syllabogram O / record of number in whole units. The identification of the meaning of 0 
is problematical. The sign is used ideographically in the taxation documents of the Pylos Ma series , but 
there the item it represents is measured in units of weight. We have seen that O can stand for o-pa-wo-la in 
the Pylos Sh series, and the next room in the area from which the Ug tablets were excavated apparently 
contained pieces of bronze armor; but the appearance of to-so on the very fragmentary Ug 14 suggests 
that the ideogram is masculine, not neuter. This may be misleading since the quantity is not preserved on 
Ug 14, nor enough of the r es t of the tablet to know that we are not dealing with a collective use of to-so. A 
final possibility is that O stands for the transactional term o-pe-ro ("owed") as it does often in Linear B 
accounting documents. But this abbreviated use is found mostly as an adjunct to a des ignated ideogram. 
We would have to posit that the ideogram was understood from the deposit context. 0 = o-pe-ro and O = o
pa-wo-ta seem the likelies t alternatives . In any case, we should note that the tablets record clearly a 
transactional relat ionship among two parties. One of these parties is listed in initial position (often on 
more than one tablet , e.g., pe-pi-te-me-no-jo on Ug 1, 2 and 3, a-ka-to-wa-o on Ug 4, 5 , 6, 7, 8 and 20), and the 
name is usually written large-scale and in th e genitive or possessive case. The other name is found written 
in second position (never more than once), o ft en small-scale. occasionally with an added specifier. There 
is a c lear power hierarchy here of the so rt th at migh t have req uired cert ifi ca tion for the lesser part y. 

A final text from Pylos deserves discussion in this context. In his transcription o f the Pylos texts in 
progress . Bennett notes with an exclamati on po int that th e si ngu lar tablet Va 482 has a ··string". Va 482 is 
not a member of a larger set. It is even unique within the work o f the scribal hand (Hand 42) to whom it is 
assigned !()_ Va 482 is also non-ideographi c. i .e., it cont ains no identif iabl e ideograms. Th erefore, th e text 
is hard to interpret. It does , however . concern th e important o ffi c ial a-ko-so-ta , a collec to r and '"one of the 
chi ef steward s of the pal ace··11 , wh o else \,·here perform s th e duties of inspectin g fi eld s (Eq 213) and 
dispensing perfume ingredient s to an unguent bo il er (Un :.?61). \ ·a 482 concern s ivory. apparently in 
separate pieces, chiefl y des ignated as a-no-po. for which the most acceptab le interpretati on is uun-opa
ed ... i e .. no t yet brought up to a fini shed state of work . Th e syntax of the text is diffi cult because th ere is 
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n" \ ·1..•r ba l form and lh L' 11 J111 c u -k1J· ,< 1./<1 is a1nlJigu1 1us ;is t1 , 1·;i s,· ( i t 1·;111 l>t' 11o rn i11 ;1 ti ve or dative. but not 
genit ive) . The 111 os t likely explanation is th at a-ko-so-tu here. as elsewhere. plays a role as palatial official 
in ::;o me kind o f 111onit o ring , co ll ec tin g. or di stributin g ca pac ity. l' erh ;iris the ivory pi eces arc here 
record ed as under hi s care, and thus require ce rtifi ca tion. It is cer tainl y sign ifi can t that this anomalous 
text also contains the kind of transactional vocabulary or termino logy of conditi ons or responsibilities 
found (or poss ibly found) in all other seri es with "s trings" at Pylos : a-nopo. o-pu, u 10-lw, 0(-pe-ro) , and o
na-to , o-pe-ro te-re-ju1!, some form of wo-ze obli ga tion. and qe-jo -111e-no. 

2. Oriolo Romano and the paper of Gian Giacomo Fi ssore12. 

Fissore demonstrated inter a/ia that the sealing system for a given palatial bureaucracy in the 
Aegean and Near East could function silently and in ways that would complement and supplement 
procedures involving written records . No reference would be made to th e application and use of seals 
and sealings when these were standard and unexceptional operating procedure. This gives us some 
confidence in arguing from silence. 

3. The Hittite document from the reign of Hattusilis Ill known as the Deposition of Mr. GAL dingirlj 

and Mr. Ukkura (Keilschrift Urkunden aus Boghazkoy XIII 35), as translated and explicated by Sara Kimball 
and Carol F. Justus 13. 

This document again deals with an extraordinary circumstance: Mr. GAL dingirtJ and his father Mr. 
Ukkura, Queen Puduhepa's "Commander of Ten," are under investigation for tampering with and 
appropriating possessions of the king. This unusual situation calls for testimony relating to the 
documentation for the delivery, receipt, and storage of the materials involved: chariots (and related 
artifacts such as mule halters, horse bridle ornaments for the New Year 's festival, wheels, reins, bits, 
snaffles, axles and even mudguards), items of bronze, items of copper, wall hangings, garments, cloth, 
bows , arrows, shields, spears, human deportees, cattle, sheep, donkeys, mules. The testimony also 
im·olves other parties with whom the two "defendants" had transactions or who were witnesses to 
transactions . One paragraph contains the sworn statement of 20 different persons that they had stolen 
none of these items . Other paragraphs contain particular testimony of an individual who made a 
consignment to Mr. GAL dingirtJ and even of a Scribe-on-Wood who claims to have returned sealed items in 
good condition without breaking the seal and, by implication, to have been conscientious in overseeing 
Mr. GAL dingirtJ's handling of the entrusted materials 14. 

This text enables us to see the complexity of relationships among individuals at many levels within 
the reach of a palatial economic and bureaucratic system. There would be need for some form of 
convincing evidentiary proof of one's integrity when suspicions of misconduct arise. Thus, in this 
particular case, the Scribe-on-Wood can appeal to the integrity of the seals on particular items and he 
himself doubtless was involved in transactions in order to produce the requisite sealed wooden tablet, 
which Justus conj ectures was «a wooden tablet with a seal[ing] affixed in some way, or impressed into 
the wax covering [ of a wooden wax tablet]». Justus lists the dangers to property which existed: theft , 
substitution (of old or defec tive goods), destru ction of goods. The present case involves also a 
tr ansporter of goods and another interm ediary. In order to verify r esponsibility in th e transfer , 
dis tributi on o r administration of goods, th e system used: a sealed ( \,·ooden) t ablet and two other 
documents spec ified by Luwian loan-words: duSdumi and lalami. Mr. Lkkura made a round trip with 
goods from Hattusa to Babylon. In going to Babylon , he took a sealed tablet and a duSdumi. Returning he 
fai led to bring a lalami. Justus speculates that the duSdumi would correspond to a sealed nodule on 
con tainers or materials , while th e tatami would be a receipt (as it s etymology from a verb meaning 'take' 
impli es) that v.:ould somehow correspond to "roundels in th eir fun c ti ons as r ece ipts". This last 
suggesti on uses an analogy from Minoan administration which might work in general terms and might 
e\·en raise some possibilities for how to interpret the roundels within their present archival contexts at 
1\linoan administrative sites. In any event, this single Hittite document makes clear why we might want to 
pos it th e need for the exis tence of something equivalent to a lalami in Mycenaean administration. 
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Wl1at \\t' lian· dll1ic abo,·t· is f () li y pn tli ,,sizl' ;i 111i ssi 11g li11k in lil t_' l\l\'n' 11 ae;in .id 111 i11i strati vc cli ai11 
th at ascends within palatial environs i11 th e fo llow ing way: 

- sca lin gs attached to or associa ted with goods and materials th at were delivered into the ca re o f th e 
palace ancl whi ch are now found in depos it conte:x t s at all sites (see full docu1 11entation i11 th e Appendi :x 
below) 
- single entry tablets from deposit s 
- archived sets of single entry tab lets 
- compilations and summaries stored within th e central archives . 

The missing link would be found outside the palace environs, because it would be a receipt (sealing) 
taken away in order to furnish a party under a particular obligation to th e palace with proof in case 
ques tions arose as to his or her fulfilment of said obligation. Since we have no legalistic depositions or 
reports of the kinds discussed by Fissore and Justus and since no minor order or town sites of th e 
Mycenaean palatial period have been excavated that would furnish us positive or negative evidence for the 
existence of such documents, we must appeal to reasonable analogy, to the evidence in the texts of terms 
specifying a wide array of complex obligatory arrangements, and to the tenuous evidence of "strings". 

4. Recent work with the Thebes sealings, including the paper by John Killen at the II Congresso 
Internazionale di Micenologia in Naples in October 199J IS . 

Killen was able to demonstrate by a close examination of the Mycenaean archives how the 
collection of individual sealings at Thebes (see full documentation in the Appendix below) fits into the 
Mycenaean administrative chain. Animals are brought into the palace environs at Thebes accompanied 
by sealings which provided specific information as to the kind of animal (species, sex, even age [ WE]), 
origin or location (place name, pa-ro PERSONAL NAME, a-ko-ra or a-ko-ra-jo) , conditions of the delivery 
(qe-te-o , a-pu.<Jo-ke, o-pa), and even the contribution of fodder. While Thebes has not produced enough 
texts to fill out the picture, other sites have. Texts from Pylos (Un 138 and Un 2) give us an idea of the 
final compilation texts for the commensual ceremonies fer which such animals were being contributed . 
Other texts [PY Un 6, KN C 394, C(2) 912, C(l) 901 + 7661 + 8049] demonstrate how such contributions of 
single or group animals would be recorded at intermediate stages . 

5. My own paper at Oriolo Romano and discussion with and by Judith Weingarten pertinent to the 
function of Minoan nodules, especially at Hagia Triada, and the meaning of countermarks upon them. 

At Oriolo Romano 16 I proposed that the frequently recurring Linear A countermarks might best be 
interpreted as abbreviations of standard transactional vocabulary as paralleled in the Linear B documents. 
At the time it was not within the scope of my paper to document and analyze the Linear B evidence, so I 
contented myself with a list o f terms that would readily occur to any serious student of Linear B. In the 
Appendix below (compiled by my assistant Kathleen Cox mainly from the computer data bases in PASP), 
we can now see th e co mpl et e r ange of information that is attested on Mycenaean sealings. This is 
interes ting both in terms of defining the economic spheres in which we now know sealings were used and 
also in makin g abso lut ely c lea r th e verifiable trans ac tional vocabulary used on th ese links in th e 
Mycenaean administrative chain . I wou ld like here to comment on some points of int eres t and surprise, 
espec ially in relati on to th e con tinuing discussion (§ 1-5) that has inspi red thi s line of invest igation . 

Regarding purely transactional vocabulary (.Appendi x §IV) there are some surpri ses. We have a
pu-do-si (and the related verbal form a-pu.<Jo-k e and the perhaps distinct do-ke). o-pa , po-ro-e-ko-to, and th e 
qe-te-o complex. The one term consp icuously missing from thi s li st is ta-ra-si-Ja. Its absence (i f not due 
purely to chance see below) is perhaps due to th e regular and highl y cont ro lled nature of producti on 
based on the ta-ra-s i-ju system which is attes ted at Pylos , Knossos, and Mycenae in connec tion with clo th 
manufacture. bronze-working and chariot wh eel prod uc ti on. Another transactional term the absence o f 
which we may note and eas il y explain is o-pe-ro and its various forms. An item that is "missing/owed" 
cannot ha, ·e a sealed sea ling at tached to it! In fac t tile forms relatin g to giving and con tributing (o-pu-<io-
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si)l~ Ill ;\\' rdl ('('t t ilt' ll t'lllr;il i1ilfi l11w11t , ,f ikl llS <1 11,·. ;iltl1<111nf1 ll ·fl, '- 10 S('<' l l!S 1, 1 OJ)(' J' ;Jt l' i11 CdS \' S 1,· 11 - ·"' ere 
it ems are rath er "passed due" than simph· "due. " A saff'guard against r .c1sh assumptions based 0 11 our 
parti J I c\·i<ll ' IJC C' is fu rni s l1 <: d IJ\' ; 111-r rH' -k()-/o ;111d lllPl'l' c ruc iall y th e v;1rinus forms of </<' -IC,! . l\cith (· r term 
1,· ,1s ciocumcnt ed on sea li1 1gs u11til th e di sco \·~' ri cs ;1t Th ebl's in 1982. We also ha\·e ;is yet no instaiice of 
the use of ll<1-lw on a sca ling. but th e term is spec ifi c to th e Pylos Sa ser ies ;111d m;,iy be ind icc1ti\'e of 
some spec ial ar rangement fo r chari ot wheel manufacture at Pylos immediately prececiing it s ci es truction 
thu s reducing th e odds o f di scovering an at test;1tion . · 

We can. o f course. expand thi s lis t to include info rmational it ems relating to th e nature o f goods 
and materials th at could be used in isolation, if the subject of the transaction were understood : this is 
conspicuously the case with the countermarks on Minoan nodules that otherwise provide no information 
at all about the type of commodities involved. Such additions would inc lude the following informational 
items: a-ko-ra or a-ko-ra-jo and WE (livestock), te-pa, te, pu , o-nu-ke (cloth), and now perhaps do-ka-ma and 
even wa (javelins: th e latt er term could be used more broadly, as it is in the Linear B tablets and on the 
stirrup jar from Eleusis). Since we now seem to have the king (or the king's interests) represented by a 
phonetic abbreviat ion on a Pylos sealing, it is perhaps to be hoped that lexical designation of other 
important officials might also one day appear : at least ra-wa-ke-si-jo and e-qe-si-jo ( in the same way that i
j e-ro is now attested in the Thebes sealings, designating the connection of lives tock with the reli gious 
sphere) . Thu s w e would arrive at a r at h er full list of pos sible parallels for our Minoan no dule 
countermarks. 

It is worthwhile noting the full range of goods, materials , and artifacts inscribed on sealings. They 
include and exceed the items at issue in the Deposition of Mr. GAL dingirU and Mr. Ukkura : cloth C 146) 
leather (*152), animal fodder C/71, ~190), vases of various shapes and materials , oil , livestock of all 
kinds, b eds, javelins, wool, men and women, wine and grain. Metals are never listed as items by 
themselves, only as a description o f material. This again may relate to the absence of ta-ra-si-ja references 
in the extant palatial sealings. Material distributed in raw form would be going out from the palace and 
therefore we would not find the term on sealings in the palace. The manufactured materials returned may 
have been controlled tigh tly enough by palatial systems of collec tion and monitoring to have required no 
individual receipt s o f delivery. In the decentralized bronze industry, the int erface between palace 
administration and production may have taken place at second order centers, hence no ta-ra-si-ja sealings 
in the palaces proper. We must beware o f th e random nature of our discoveries. Also none of the 
terminology for land transactions is attested on palatial sealings, but again we would imagine sealings or 
documents of this sort going out from the palace to the individual land holders rather than into it. 

Still, this list enables us to see how busy the palace centers must have been and how much 
opportunity might have existed in the Mycenaean world for the kind of illicit appropriation of materials 
that was suspected even o f high o fficials in the Hittite world. In the Mycenaean sphere, opportunity 
would have been limited by the narrower sphere of operation within the geographically well-defined and 
obsessive ly, if no t excess ively, administered p alati a l t erritories . The links in th e c hain of that 
administration are c lea rly visible in palatial documents th at take us from indi vidual transacti ons on 
sea lings up to fin al compilations and recensio ns. Thi s chain can be traced by followin g the textual 
parallels at each site listed in the Appendix §L 



f.. .\ ().':,.',·().',° 
KN \\'m 1707 

s, ,,i/1 11~s us / .in/;s 111 Ad1111111s1mti1·<' l 0il11 1n 

.. \ f' l ' !:, ; )f\ 

li\ F.,\R 13 St :. \1.1\t ;:) : Fl"\ D:-1'() I"~. ll .. \i\l l:--. TEXTS 

.o 1 ):1 ,-wo-re-u-

.o 2 -Si 

.3 do-ke 

.y [ . J-j a-wo-ne 
.a Or )kc-wo-re-u-si, with probably only one sign lost at left 

(i f J:i ,-wo-re-u-si , text probably complete at left) . 
. y wi-ja-wo-ne is a likely reading. 

KN Wm 1714 

KN Wm 1816 

KN Wm 1817 

KN Wm 5822 

KN Wm 5824 

KN Wm 5860 

KN Wm 8207 

KN \\'m 8-190 

.I me-sa-to 

.2 ] * 146 30 

.I me-sa-to 

.2 * 146{ 
inf mut. 

sup. mut . 
. I ]vest.[ 
.2 *146 30 

.I me-sa-to 

.2 inf mut. 

. I Jme-sa-to 

.2 inf mut. 

sup. mut . 
. I uac. [ 
? *146 

sup. mut. 
sa-111:.i-ja-so 

.1 sup. mut. 
') * 146 

Findspot: 13 (-) 

Findspot: J2bis (-) 

Findspot: J2bis (-) 

Findspot : J2bis (-) 

Findspot: ? (-) 

Findspot: ? (-) 

Findspot: ? (-) 

Findspot: ? (-) 

Fi ndspot: ? (-) 



KN Wm 8t!U 

KN Wm 8499 

KN Wn 8713 

n,1111/(I.\ (; . l'ulu1111u 

.r, se-1,1-1-.i;1 

ki-ri-ta-d e .Ja 
.3b le I .ANA clo-ke 

.a pi-1110-no 
() na-ki-zo . . .J 

.y pa-wo 

.a YIR supra sigillum 
-~ vocal 
.y vocal 

No hole for a string. Same seal as 8752. 

KN Wn 8752 
.a MUL supra sigillum 
-~ vocal 
.y vocal 

No hole for a string. Same seal as 8713. 

KN Ws 1701 
.a * 185 supra sigillum 
.S ma-se, wi-rar[. J 

Fi1 1dSJH>I : (' 

Findspot: F2 I 

Findspot: E6? 

Findspot: E6? 

Findspot: E6 

.a Ideogram probably different from the one on Ws 8494.y ( = *257). 
-~ wi-_ra7 wo possible. 

KN Ws 1703 Findspot: F7 
.a p supra sigillum 
.3 ta-to-mo 
.y o-nu-ke 

KN Ws 1704 Findspot: L 
.a JAC supra sigillum 
.3 o-pa 
:y pa-ta-ja 

KN Ws 1705 Findspot: L 
.a sigillum 
.3 pa-1:1-ja 

vocal 

KN Ws <1708> Findspot: J3 
\ 'IR sur;ru sigillum 

Missing. Tex t lrom Scrip/a Minoa II, pl. 88. 

(" 121 '")) 

(103) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 



S!'u/111g, ,1 ., /.111/.'s 111 : \ d111 1111 s /1 <1/ 1r, • C // 1111 1 47 

K:\'Ws8JS2 Find s po t: FltJ ( I OJ) 

.11 L.A,Ni\ supm sigillum 
J m ·-k i-., ) 

.)' -ri-dc 

KN Ws 8153 Find spo t: 14-15'1 (-) 

.a TELA l+TE supro sigillum 

.µ te-pa 

.y vacat 

KN Ws 8494 Findspot: E6 (-) 

.a sigillum 

.0 vacat 

.y *257 

. 0 Ideogram probably different from the one on Ws 170 l .a ( = * 185) . 

KN Ws 8495 Findspot: L (-) 

.a JAC supra sigillum 

.01 pa-ta-ja 

.02 vacat 
:y o-pa 

KN Ws8496 Findspot: C (-) 

.a * 134 supra sigillum 

.0 vacat 

.y vacat 

KN Ws 8497 Findspot: 14-15 (-) 

.a AES *246 supra sigillum 

.0 ke-ni-qa 

.y a-sa-mi-to 

. 0 -qa and remainder of face after it over [ [ ]] . 

KN Ws 8498 Findspot:? (-) 

.a sigillum 

.0 o-pa 

.y ko-we 
KN Ws 8500 Findspo t: C (-) 

.a GRA supra sigillum 

.0 vocal 

.)' vacot 

KN Ws 8712 Finds po t: C (-) 

.0 c-po supra sigillum 

.,3 l'O<Ol 

.y u U CUI 



Ti, " 11 ws r; l 'u /11 i11/(} 

Kl\ \\'s 87S:~ F111 ds pnt : U i (-) 
.n sigillum 
. .3 nes/11.;1u 

.y 1:('S /l!._! l(J 

KN Ws <8754> Fincispot 13:Z (-) 
.u sigillum 
.3 ku-wa-ta 
.y o-pi a-nu-wi-'ko' 

Plaster. 
-~ -ko small sign above a-nu. 

KN Ws 9232 Finds pot : (-) 
]voe.[ 

MIDEA 

MI? [text and commentary r econstructed from provisional publication by G. WALBERG, A linear B 
Inscription from Midea, «Kadmos» 31 (1992), p . 93; information on orientation of inscription according to 
facets from J.L. Melena, per litteras (Sept. 18, 1991)] 

.a PYC 
-~ ro-zo 
.y vocal 

String hole, but no seal impress ion. 

MYCENAE: 
MY Wt 501 Place of discovery: H. Sphinxes (65) 

.a sigillum (CMS I, n . 163) [7] 

.3 1 a-ta-ra-qe 

.B2 e-ku-se-we-qe 

.)' vocal 

MY Wt 502 Place of discovery: H. Sphinxes (65) 
.o sigillum (CMS I, n . 163) [ 7] 
.:3 ka-na-to 

: · vocal 

MY Wt 503 Place o f di scoverv: H. Sphinxes (65) 
.a sigillum (CMS I, n . 163) [7] 
. .3 ke-ni-q e-
.; -t e-w e 

MY Wt 504 Place o f di sco\ ·en · H Sphinxes (65) 
. ( 1 sigillum (C~1S I. n. 16'.~) [7] 
.:, qe-ti -ja 

."; vu cut 



Sea ling~ ( JS I.inks in Ad111inistru t1ue Chalfl 

!\fY Wt 505 Place of discoYer:,: H. Sph inxes (fiS ) 
.a sigillum (CMS 1, n. 163) [ 7 ] 
.r3 pa-kn-to 
.y vocal 

MY Wt 506 Place of discovery: H. Sphinxes (65) 

-~ ka-na-to 
.y pa-ke-te-ri-
.a -ja supra sigillum (CMS I, n. 163) [ 7 J 

MY Wt 507 Place of discovery: H. Sphinxes (65) 
.a sigillum (CMS 1, n. 163) [7] 

-~ ka-ra-se-
.y ti-ri-jo 

-~--Y Perhaps emend to ka-ra{-se}-ti-ri-jo (Chadwick)? 

MY Wt 700 Place of discovery: Citadel House 
supra sigillum ( cfr. MT Ill, p. 3G; i l] .a "190 

-~ vacat 
.y vacat 

PYLOS: 
PYWn 1199 Find-spot : Room 32 

ka-ra-ni-jo 
String, but no seal impression. Much fingerprinted. The apparent l or divider 
at ri ght is more likely part of -jo. ka- and possibly more over erasure. Verso 
uninscribed. 

(-) 

(H34) 

PY Wn 1247 Find-spot: Room 24 (-) 
a3-wo-<ii-jo-no 

String. Verso is uninscribed , and there is no sealing. 

PY Wr 1325 Find-spot: Room 98 (Sl331-Ci) 
.a CAPm supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 319) 

-~ vacat 
.y o-pa 

PY Wr 1326 Find-spot: Room 98 (Ciii) 
.a s igillum (CMS I, no. 3 12) 
B ]jo 
.y de-mi-n i-jo 

Extra bit , also with traces of a sign, glued above fingerprinted surface. 

PY Wr 1327 Find-spot: Room 98 (C i) 
.n sigillum (CMS I. no. 324) 
.3 ]SUSI 350 
:y pe-re-i-to 

49 



50 711or11os r; Paloima 

. .l Sl 'S1 but EQU 11 0 1 entirely imposs ible. th e stem below 0 11 th e extra facet; 
th e verti cal strokes above the head are difficult to explain. 

PY Wr 1328 Find-spot : Room 98 (Ci) 
.a sigillum (CMS I, no. 31 8) 
.13 pe-<li-e-
.y -wi 

.l3-.y The two facets are not clearly delimited; the text is arranged as if 
the two were a single surface. 

<Perhaps a scribal laps us for pe-<li-e-wi-ja ( cf . Va 1324)> 

PY Wr 1329 Find-spot: Room 98 
.a sigillum (CMS I, no. 317) 

-13 20 
.y vocal 

PY Wr 1330 Find-spot : Room 99 
.a sigillum (CMS I, no.312) 
.13 vocal 
.y o-pa 

PY Wr 1331 Find-spot: Room 99 
.a OVISm supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 329) 
.13 vocal 
.y o-pa 

PY Wr 1332 Find-spot: Room 99 
.a WI supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 329) 
.13 o-pa 
.y vocal 

PY Wr 1333 Find-spot: Room 99 
.a vesligium supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 329) 
.13 mulila 
.y o-pa 

PY Wr 1334 Find-spot: Room 99 
.a CAPm supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 329) 
.13 vocal 
.y vocal 

PY Wr 1358 Find-spot: Room 105 
.a VIN supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 363) 

-~ vocal 
.y vacat 

(-) 

(Sl331-Ci) 

(Sl331-Ci) 

(S1331-Ci) 

cs 1331-Ci) 

(S1331-Ci) 

(-) 



PY Wr l:359 
.n VIN 

Seu fings os l.inhs in Administrutwe Chu/fl 

Find-s pot: Room 105 (S622-H1 3) 
supra sigillum (C MS I. no. 363) 

.f.3 e-t i-wa-i[ 

.y vocal 
.3 e-li-wa-no less like ly. 

PY Wr 1360 

PY Wr 1361 

PY Wr 1374 

Find-spot: Room 105 
.a VIN supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 363) 

-~ me-ri-ti-
.y -jo 

Find-spot: Room 105 
.a VIN supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 361) 

-~ vocal 
.y vocal p 

.a 
Find-spot: SW Area 62Y 

TELA+ PU supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 370) 
-~ vocal 
.y Jpuz-*35-[ . 

(S628-Ciii) 

. y Poss. Jpu2-* 35-za, but poss. the last sign is unknown, if it is not a variant 
of *19. 

PY Wr 1415 Find-spot: SW Area 27 
.a pa-ke-te-re supra sigillum (no. 179) 

-~ vocal 
.y vocal 

PY Wr 1416 Find-spot: SW Area 37 
.a CAPf supra sigillum (no. 180) 

-~ vocal 
.y vocal 

.a Read ing very doubtful. 

PY Wr 1437 Find-spot : Room 24 
.a AREPA [ supra sigillum (CMS I, no. 382) 
.G voca l 
.y deest 

PY Wr 1457 Find-spot: ? 
H2) 

.a * 152 supra sigillum (C MS I, no. 308) 

.3 voca l 

.)' a-pu-do-si 

51 

(Ci) 

(Ciii) 

(Ciii) 

(-) 

(-) 

(S90-



n 1011 1us r; Pului111a 

Fi ncl-s pot: ., 

SU/!. /Ill![ . 

. u ]E [ supra sigillum (CMS I. no. 308) lower case? 

.r:J l 'U CO [ 

.y mutila 

.a p roba bly ideographi c, but some poss. o f animalrn 

nb: P7Treading .a . ]1[ 

PY Wr 1459 
.a sigillum (CMS I, no. 329) 
.~ vacat[ 
.y e-ri[ 

inf mut . 
. ~ poss . trace in .B 

nb: PIT reading .g pi-ri[ 

Find-spot: ? 

NB: I have been given permiss ion by Cynthia Shelmerdine and Jonn Bennet of PRAP to mention the 
discovery of a sealing PY Wr 1480 with a text that refers to: wa (most likely as an abbreviation for wa-na
ka-te-ro and on facet .a) and two other words: pa-ta-jo (of 'javelins') and do-ka-ma. See now «Kadmos» 34 
( 1995), pp. 23-36. 

THEBES: 
TH Wu 44 

TH Wu 45 

.a 

.~ 

.y 

.a 

.~ 

CAPm 
i-je-ra 
vacat 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum A [ l] 

sigillum B [ l] 
*56-pu-so 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 

.y ro-we-wi-ja 
.B Nail-mark over -so and perhaps over -pu-. 

TH Wu 46 
.a 
.B 
.y 

TH Wu 47 
.a 
.3 
.y 

. 3 

CAPf 
Find-spot: Oidip. str . 

supra sigillum C [5] 
pa-ra-wo . o-pa 
* 171 30 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
SUS 111 supra sigillum D [ 7] 
pa-ro te-qa-jo 
ro-we-wi-ja 
No significant spac ing between the two words (but cf r . Wu 59) . 
Ri ght "ear " o f -qa- redrawn higher than in a first step. 

(-) 

(-) 

(a) 

(y??) 



Seu/111gs u s Lin ks in Ad111in istmtin_' Chain 

Tll \\u '18 Fi nd -spot : () idip . str . 
.u ' / !JI} supro sigillum L) [,] 

.8 m e [ Juac. 

.)" L;a c. [ Juac. 
.n Somethin g lookin g like a check-mark inside th e ideogram. 

TH Wu 49 

TH Wu 50 

TH Wu 51 

TH Wu 52 

THWu53 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 

.a OVJSm supra sigillum E_[3) 

.(3 qe-te-o 

.y a-ko-ra 

.a CAP1 

.(3 qe-te-o 

.y a-ko-ra 

.a susm 

.(3 te-qa-de 

.y qe-te-a2 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum E [3] 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum D [7~ 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 

.a SUS + SI supra sigillum F [ 5 J 
a-ko-ra-jo 

.y vacat 

.a BOSm 

.(3 qe-te-o 

.y i-ri-j a 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum F [SJ 

.a BOSm corrected from BOSf 
. . . . . . 

.a-y Two nail-marks on the edge. 

TH Wu 54 

TH Wu 55 

TH Wu 56 

.a CAPm 
vacat 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum G (3) 

.(3 

.y vac.[ ]vac. 

.a susm 

.6 ka-ru-to 

.y vacat 

.a CAP111 

sup. mut . 

Find-spot : Oid ip. str. 
supra sigillum H (2) 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum C [ 5 J 

. 01 [ o-J pe-re-ta 

53 

(-) 

(13) 

(13) 

(y) 

(8) 

(-) 

(c) 

(-) 

(a) 



:, 1 T/10 111<1., r;. l'u luimu 

J ' ) .. .,, _ , >-J) ~I 

.y · 1, 1 :m 
.d i Trace a t lef t 11 o t in co mpa tible with ]c>-p e -n.'-ta. 

TH Wu 57 Find-spo t : Oidip. str. 
.Cl ov,sx supra sigillum I [ I J 

inf mut. 
.r3 uacat 

sup. mut. 
.y deest 

TH Wu 58 Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a SUS supra sigillum C [SJ 
.Ga o-pa 
.Gb qe-ri-jo-jo 
:y a-ma-ru-to 

.Gb Written (and thus read) be fore .Ga. 

TH Wu 59 
.aa 
.ab 
.0 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.. I 71 36 supra sigillum J [2] 
[ ]SLJSx 
pa-ro , sa-me-

.ya -we 

.yb ro-we-wi-ja[ 
.a b Probably written (and thus read) before .aa. 

TH Wu 60 Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a susm supra sigillum J [2] 
.0 pa-ro, sa-me-we 
.y uacat 

TH Wu 61 Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a OVIS' supra sigillum K (2) 
.0 deest 
.y uacat 

TH Wu 62 Find-spot : Oidip. s tr . 
.a CAPrn supra sigillum G [3 ] 
.G vacat 
.y vocal 

TH Wu 63 Find-s po t: Oidip. s tr. 
.a SLJSi supra s igillum E [ 3 ] 
.0 q e-te-o 
.y a-ko- ra 

TH Wu 64 Find-s pot : Oidip. str. 
.a WE supra sigillum M [ I] 

(-) 

(a) 

co 

co 

(-) 

(B) 

(-) 



TH Wu 65 

TH Wu 66 

TH Wu 67 

THWu68 

TH Wu 69 

) 
.. ) 

.y 

.a 

.0 

.y 

.a 

.0 

.y 

.a 

.0 

.y 

.a 

.0 

.y 

.a 

.0 

Seu lings us Links in Administrutive Chain 

o-pa 
vocal 

ov1sr 
te-qa-de 
qe-te-a2 

SUSm[ 
[. J-[ . J-e 
i-je-ro 

Find-s pot : Oidip . str. 
supra sigillum D (7) 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum H [2] 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
OVlSm supra sigillum O [ 5 J 

po-ro-e-ko-
-to 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
SUS + SI supra sigillum F [ 5 J 
a-ko-ra-jo 
vacat 

CAP! 
vacat 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum P [ l J 

.y vacat 
.0-y Traces of a hollow cross-mark, probably left by the ends of the "nexusn 

going through the nodule. 

TH Wu 70 Find-spot: Oidip. str. 

.a OVISm supra sigillum F [5] 

.0-y .1 a-e-ri-qo 
.2 vacat 

TH Wu 71 Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
.a sigillum L [3] 
.0 PYC+O 
.y vacat 

TH Wu 72 Find-spot : Oidip. str. 

.a OV1Sm supra sigillum F ( 5 J 

.(3 vacat 

.y vacat 

TH Wu 73 Find-spot: Oidip. str. 

.a OVJSm supra sigillum Q [I] 

ss 

(y) 

(-) 

(11) 

(8) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 



TH Wu 74 

. a 

TH Wu 75 

TH Wu 76 

TH Wu 77 

TH Wu 78 

J __ ., 

-Y 

VU< 'U/ 

uocot 

Thnrnus G. ! '<1 /(lillla 

Find-spot : Oidip. str . 
.a we CAP 111 supra sigillum O [SJ 
.0 au-[.h 

inf mut . 
. y vest.[ 
CAP01 : only one horizontal bar ( coming from a corrected CAP') . 

.a 

.0 

.y 

.a 

-0 1 
.02 
.y 

.a 

.0 

.y 

.a 

.0 

susm 
e-qi-ti
-wo-e 

BOS1 

a-e-ri-qo 
vocal 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum G (3] 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigilh•m C [ 5] 

o-pa *171 30 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
sup. mut 
[ Jm supra sigillum O [5] 
sup. mut. 
vest. [ 
-ta 

OVISm 
WE 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum K [2) 

.y vacat 
.0 WE could be an adjunct to OVJSm (cfr. Wu 74) . 

TH Wu 79 
.a 

.0 

.)' 

TH Wu 80 
.a 

.0 
-)' 

TH Wu 81 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
OVJSm supra sigillum R [ 5 J 
vocal 
voca l 

* 190 
voca l 
vocal 

sup. mul. 

Find-spot : Oidip. s tr. 
supra sigillum S (3) 

Find-s pot : Oidip. str. 

(-) 

(-) 

(a) 

(-) 

(-) 

(8) 

(-) 

(-) 



Sea tings us /,in ks in Administrutiue Chain r, -
, } I 

.u sigillum L [3] 
sup. mut. 

-~ ]vest. [ 
.y uacat 

. ~ Very pro ba bly the base o f PYC + O (cf. Wu 71) . 

TH Wu 82 Find-s po t: Oidip. str. (-) 

.a OV(Sm supra sigillum T [ l J 

.0 uacat[ 

.y deest 

TH Wu83 Find-spot: Oidip. str. (8) 

.a OVJSm supra sigillum R [ 5 J 

.0 uacat 

.y vacat 

TH Wu84 Find-spot: Oidip. str. (8) 

.a uv'fSm supra sigillum R [SJ 

.0 vacat 

.y vacat 

TH Wu85 Find-spot: Oidip. str. (8) 

.a OV1Sm supra sigillum R [SJ 

.0 vacat 

.y vacat 

TH Wu86 Find-spot: Oidip. str. (t) 

.a OVfSm supra sigillum U (2) 

-~ i-je-ro 
.y vacat 

THWu87 Find-s pot: Oidip. str. (t) 

.a CAPm supra sigillum U (2) 

.0 i-je-ro 

.) ' vacat 
TH Wu 88 Find-spot: Oidip. str. (a?) 

.a CAPx supra sigillum C [ 5 J 
inf mut. 

-~ ra-mi-j o , o-pa 
.y deest 

TH Wu 89 Find-s po t: Oid ip. s tr. (-) 

.a *190 supra sigillum D [7] 
i) a-pu-do-ke . ..J 

.) ' vacat 



n1omus G. l'ulat11w 

Tl I \\' 11 /)() Find-spot: Oidip. str . 
.u CAPI supru sigillum V [ 2] 

.0 ]de 

.y vocal 
) Room for two si gns before ]de. 

TH Wu 91 

TH Wu 92 

TH Wu 93 

TH Wu 94 

TH Wu 95 

TH Wu 96 

TH Wu 97 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a OVIS01 supra sigillum R [SJ 
-~ vocal 
.y vocal 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a CAP 01 supra sigillum O [SJ 
-~ po-ro-e-ko-
. y -to 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a OVISm supra sigillum S [3] 
-~ vocal 
.y vocal 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
.a CAPf supra sigillum D [7] 

-~ az-pa-a2-de 
.y vocal 

.a 

-~ 
.y 

.a 

.3 

.y 

.a 
) 

*190[ 
vocal 
]vocal 

susr 
te-qa-de 
qe-te-a2 

CAPr 

vocal 
vocal 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum S [3] 

Find-spot: Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum D [7] 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum W [I] 

.a Impress ion coming from a heavily worn seal or oblit erated before it was 
insc r ibed . 

TH Wu 98 
.c * 190 

deesl 
vocal 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum O [ S] 

(8) 

(ri) 

(-) 

(y) 

(-) 

(y) 

(-) 

(-) 



Tl I \\ u 99 

S<'uling~ us Links in Adminisrrurive Chain 

.Cl CAP1 

inf mut. 
.p a-clwe~ 

inf mut. 
.y deest 

Find-spot : Oidip. str. 
supra sigillum V [2] 

The following list was compiled from the Index Generaux and TrTHEMY and ther~fore may have 
some lacunae where there are new readings in K75, COM!K, or the latest ms. of the transcription by 
Emmett L. Bennett, Jr., of the Pylos tablets. 

I. Index of Linear B signs, sign groups and ideograms appearing on sealings (with parallel texts at each 
given site listed in square brackets): 

*134 

*146 

* 146 
*152 

*171 
*185 
*190 

*246 

*257 
[ Jm 
a-clwe-e 
a--e-ri-qo 
a-ko-ra 
a-ko-ra-jo 
a-ma-ru-to 
a-nu-wi-'ko' 

a-pu-clo-ke 
a-pu-clo-s i 

a-sa-mi-to 
a-ta-ra-qe 
ar pa-a2-cle 
a,-wo-re-u-si 
a3-w~i-jo-no 
AES 

AREPA 

au-[. )-<" 

KN Ws 8496.a 
[KN U 5592, 7063.2.3] 

KN Wm 1714.2, KN Wm 1817.2, KN Wm 5860.2, KN Wm 8490.2 
[KN M 467,559.2, 683.2, 719.2, 720.b, 724.1, 729.1, 1645.2] 

KN W111 1816.2 
PY Wr 1457.a 

[PY Mn 11.6.10] 
TH Wu 46:y, TH Wu 56:y, TH Wu 59.aa, TH Wu 76:y 
KN Ws 1701.a 
MY Wt 700.a, TH Wu 48.a, TH Wu 80.a, TH Wu 89.a, TH Wu 95.a, TH Wu 98.a 

KN Ws 8497.a 

[MY Oi 701.3.4.5.6.7, 702.2.3.4.5, 703.2.3, 704.1.2, 706.i.3; Ue 
661.1] 

[KN U 437, 5186.1] 
KN Ws 8494.y 
TH Wu 77.a 
TH Wu 99.p 
TH Wu 70.p-y 1, TH Wu 76.p I 
TH Wu 49.y, TH Wu 50:y, TH Wu 63.y 
TH Wu 52.p, TH Wu 68.p 
TH Wu 58:y 
KN Ws <8754>.y 

[KN As 1516.2] 
TH Wu 89.p 
PY Wr 1457.y 

[PY Ma 123.2, 222.2, 346.2, 393.2] 
KN Ws 8497.y 
MY Wt SOI.pl 
TH Wu 94 .p 
KN Wm 1707.a 1-2 
PY Wn 1247 
KN Ws 8497.a 

PY Wr 1437.a 

[KN Gg 709.b, K 740.2.3, L 693.1.2, Oa 734 , Og 8038 v. Sc 
223] 

[PY Fr 1198, Un 6.7. 718.8, 853.4] 
TH Wu 74.p 



(i() 

B()S1 

BOS 111 

CAP1 

CA P1 

CAP 111 

CAP111 

CAPx 
]de 
de-mi-ni-jo 
do-ka-ma 

do-ke 

[. ]-( .]-e 
]E[ 
e-ku-se-we-qe 
e-po 

e-qi-ti-wo-e 
e-ri[ 
e-ti-wa-i[ 
GRA 

i-je-ra 
i-je-ro 
i-ri-ja 
[. ]-ja-wo-ne 
JAC 
]jo 
ka-na-to 

ka-ra-ni-jo 
ka-ra-se-ti-ri-jo 
ka-ru-to 
ke-ni-qa 
ke-ni-qe-te-we 
ki-ri-ta-d e 

ko-we 
ku-wa-ta 
LANA 

ma-se 
me-ri -t i-j o 
me-sa-t o 

]rne-sa-to 

TH \lv' t1 7(i .r, 
TH Wu 53.o 

Tlwmus (,"_ l 'ulu 1111 <1 

TH Wu 46.o , TH Wu SO.a, TH Wu 69 .ri . TH Wu 90.ri , TH Wu 94.o, TH Wu 97.o , TH 
Wu 99.a 

PYWr 1416.o 
[ PY An 35.6 , Cc 125S. Cn passim, Un 2.5, 612.2, 853.4 J 

PY Wr 1325.a, PY Wr 1334.a, TH Wu 44 .o . TH Wu 54.o, TH Wu 56.a. TH Wu 62.a , 
TH Wu 87 .a , TH Wu 92.a 

(PY Cc 660, Cn passim, Ua 17.2, Un 2.5, 138.3] 
TH Wu 74.a 
TH Wu 88.a 
TH Wu 90.6 
PY Wr 1326.y 
PY Wr 1840 

[PY An 1282.3] 
KN Wm 1707.6, KN Wm 8493.6b 

[KN Xe 7711] 
TH Wu 66.6 
PY Wr 1458.a 
MY Wt 501.62 
KN Ws 8712 .a 

[KN Ce 283] 
TH Wu 75.6-y 
PY Wr 1459.y 
PY Wr 1359.6 
KN Ws 8500.a 

[KN Ai 750, 751 , 752, 5543.1.2.3, 7026, E passim, F passim] 

TH Wu 44.6 
TH Wu 66.y, TH Wu 86.6, TH Wu 87.6 
TH Wu 53.y 
KN Wm 1707.y 
KN Ws 1704.a, KN Ws 8495.a 
PYWr 1326.6 
MY Wt 502.6, MY Wt 506.6 

[MY Ue 611.3] 
PYWn 1199 
MY Wt 507.6-y 
TH Wu 55.6 
KN Ws 8497.6 
MY Wt 503.6-y 
KN Wm 8493.Ba 

[KN X 8768 ] 
KN Ws 8498:y 
KN Ws <8754>.6 
KN Wm 8493.Bb, KN Ws 8152.a 

KN Ws 1701.6 
PY Wr 1360)-g 

[KN Dk pass im, Op 43. 699.b. 937, 997[.b]. 1061. 2004, 7135, 
7280. 1.2 , D 7071, 7 l 3L'\ . ,251.A.B , Ga 953.3b , 5672.2, Gg 
7369.2, Le passim , Ln 1568.6 latinf.b , Od passim] 

KN Wm 1816. 1. KN Wm 5822.1 
[KN Fh 360] 

KN Wm 5824. 1 



111 c-sa-to 

MUL 

na-ki-zo 
ne-ki-ri-de 

o-nu-ke 

o-pa 

o-pa 
[ o-] pe-re-ta 
o-pi 

OVJSt 
OVISf 
OVJSm 

OVISm 
OVJSx 
p 

pa-ke-te-re 

pa-ke-te-ri-ja 

pa-ko-to 
pa-ra-wo 
pa-ro 
pa-ro 
pa-ta-ja 

pa-ta-ja 
pa-ta-jo 

pa-wo 
pe-d i--e--wi 
pe-re-i-to 
pi-mo-no 

po-ro-e-ko-t o 
Jpur *35-[ 
PYC 
PYC+O 
qe-ri-jo-jo 

St'u lings us Ltnl,s in Adminislrulice Chu in 

KN \Vm 171 4 1 
KN Wn 8752.a 

KN Wm 8499.;3 
KN Ws 8152.(3-y 

KN Ws 1703.(3 

[ KN A-seri es passim] 

[ KN Ak 780.1, Ln 1568 lat inf.a] 

[ KN Ln 1568 lat. inf. b, M 6831 b, Od 682. l] 

Ii ] 

KN Ws 1704.(3, KN Ws 8495.y, KN Ws 8498.(3, PY Wr 1325.y, PY Wr 1331.y, PY Wr 
1332.(3, PY Wr 1333.y, TH Wu 46.(3, TH Wu 56.(32, TH Wu 58.Sa, TH Wu 64.(3, TH 
Wu 76.y, TH Wu 88.(3 

PY Wr 1330.y 
TH Wu 56.(31 
KN Ws <8754>.y 

TH Wu 65.a 
TH Wu 61.a 

[KN Am 821.1.2, Ce 50v.lb, Om 1184.b, E 971.b, L 695.lb, Sd 
4403.1, 4422. l, Sf 4420.a, So 4430.a, PY Sh 736 J 

[KN As 1517.11, Fh 368, Ld 584.1, Le 5646.1.28, Ln 1568 lat. inf. 
b, L 567.1.2, 648.b, Mc 152~., Od 539, 570.b, 689.b, 690.1.2, Uf 
983.a, V 1523[.4b].5b.6, Xe 537.2, 691.1.2, 692.lb, X 5334.1] 

PY Wr 1331.a, TH Wu 49.a, TH Wu 67.a, TH Wu 70.a, TH Wu 72.a, TH Wu 78.a, TH 
Wu 79.a, TH Wu 82.a , TH Wu 83.a, TH Wu 84.a, TH Wu 85.a, TH Wu 86.a, TH 
Wu 91.a, TH Wu 93.a 

TH Wu 73.a 
TH Wu 57.a 
KN Ws 1703.a 

PY Wr 1415.a 

[KN L 590 lat. inf., 693.2, 695.4, 698.3, Np passim, Od 666 v. , 
667.1.2, Og 1804.b, 5019.1.2, 5095, 7432, 7443, 8466.2, Xe 
7857.2, 8532.2] 

[PY Vn 46.6, 879.4] 
MY Wt 506.y-0 

[MY Ue 611.3 (pa-ke-te-re)] 
MY Wt 505.(3 
TH Wu 46.(3 
TH Wu 47.(3 , TH Wu 59.S 
TH Wu 60.(3 
KN Ws 1704.y, KN Ws 8495.(31, 

[PY Jn 829 (pa-ta-jo-i-qe) ] 
KN Ws 1705.(3 
PY Wr 1480.(3 

[PY Jn 829 (pa-ta-jo-i-qe)] 
KN Wm 8499.y 
PY Wr 1328.(3-y (cf. pe-di-je-wi-ja-on Va 1324 from Room 99) 
PY Wr 1327.y 
KN Wm 8499.a 

[KN Xe 692.lb] 
TH Wu 67.(3-y , TH Wu 92.(3-y 
PY Wr 1374.y 
Mf?.a 
TH Wu 71.(3 , TH Wu 81.0 
TH Wu 58.Sb 



q c-te-a2 

qe-tc--o 
q..:-tc--<) 
qe-ti-ja 

ra-mi-jo 
ro-we-wi-ja 
ro-we-wi-ja[ 
ro-zo 
sa-ma-ja-so 

sa-me-we 
se-to-i-ja 

SUS 
SUSI 
susr 
SUS1 

SUSm 
susm 
susx 
SUS+ SI 
-ta 
ta-to-mo 
te 

te-pa 
te-qa-<le 
te-qa-jo 
TELA+ PU 
TELA3+T£ 

VIN 

VIR 

VIR 
wa 

WE 
WE 
we 
WI 

wi-rar [-J 

nwmas G. l'olaima 

TH Wu 51.y, TH Wu 65.y, TH Wu 9G.y 
TH Wu 49.(3, TH Wu 50.r3 , TH Wu 63.(3 
TH Wu 53. (3 
MY Wt 504.(3 

[MY 611.3] 
TH Wu 88.(3 
TH Wu 45.y, TH Wu 47.y 
TH Wu 59.yb 
Ml?.(3 
KNWm8207 

[KN Dv 5054.B] 
TH Wu 59.(3-ya, TH Wu 60.(3 
KN Wm 8493.a 

TH Wu 58.a. 
TH Wu 96.a 
TH Wu 63.a 
PY Wr 1327.(3 

[KN Ak 634.B, Am 5755 .1, As 40.6, 1516.20, Da 1392.B, De 
5687.B, Do 1054.a, 7087[a], 7613[a], 7740.a, Dq 438.a, 686.a, Le 
525.b, Le 654.4, Mc 4464.B, Sd 4407.b, So 4442, X 660.B, 5040.b, 
7094( .B]] 

[PY Cn passim, Ua 17.2, Un 2.6, 6.1.3, 853.5] 
TH Wu 47.a, TH Wu SI.a, TH Wu 55.a, TH Wu 66.a, TH Wu 75.a 
TH Wu 60.a 
TH Wu 59.ab 
TH Wu 52.a , TH Wu 68.a 
TH Wu 77:y 
KN Ws 1703.(3 
KN Wm 8493.(3b 

[KN As 5542.1, 594.1, Fh 360] 
KN Ws 8153.(3 
TH Wu 51.(3, TH Wu 65.(3 , TH Wu 96.(3 
TH Wu 47.(3 
PY Wr 1374.a 
KN Ws 8153.a 

[KN Le 525.a, L 5660.2, 8160.1] 
PY Wr 1358.a, PY Wr 1359.a, PY Wr 1360.a, PY Wr 1361.a 

KN Ws <1708> 

[PY An 35.6, Gn 428.3.4.5, 720.1.2, Ua 17.1 , Un 2.6, 47.3 , 138.3, 
267.7.8, 612.1, 718.3.7.11.12, 853.6, 1321.2) 

[KN A-series passim] 
KN Wn 8713.a 
PY Wr 1480.a 

TH Wu 64.a 
TH Wu 78.(3 
TH Wu 74.a 
PY Wr 1332.a 

KN Ws 1701.(3 

[if as an abbreviation fo r wa-na-ka-te-ro vet sim., then there 
are occurrences of this adjectival form of wa-na-ka in the 
various PY E- series; wa-na-ka itself is found in PY Fr, La, Na 
texts as well on Ta 711 and Un 2] 

[PY Un 219.10] 



Seatings as Links in Adm111istrative Chain 

la. Signs inscribed supra sigillum: 

*1 34 
*1 52 
*1 71 
*1 85 
* 190 

*246 
[ Jm 
]E( 
AES 
AREPA 
BOS! 
BOSm 
CAPt 

CAPf 
CAPm 

L''Dm ru . 

CAPx 
e-po 
e-ti-wa-i[ 
GRA 
JAC 
LANA 
MUL 
OVISt 
OVISf 
OVISm 

OVISm 
OVJSx 
p 

pa-ke-te-re 
SUS 
SUS1 

susr 
susm 
sus, 
SUS+ Sf 
TELA+ PU 
TELA3+T£ 
VIN 
VIR 
VIR 
wa 
WE 
we 
WI 
*56-pu-so 

KN Ws 8496.a 
PY Wr 1457.a 
TH Wu 59.ab 
KN Ws 1701.a 
MY Wt 700.a, TH Wu 48.a, TH Wu 80.a, TH Wu 89.a, TH Wu 95.a, TH Wu 95.a, TH 

Wu 98.a 
KN Ws 8497.a 
TH Wu 77.a 
PY Wr 1458.a 
KN Ws 8497.a 
PY Wr 1437.a 
TH Wu 76.a 
TH Wu 53.a 
TH Wu 46.a, TH Wu SO.a, TH Wu 69.a, TH Wu 90.a, TH Wu 94.a, TH Wu 97.a , TH 

Wu 99.a 
PY Wr 1416.a 
PY Wr 1325.a, PY Wr 1334.a, TH Wu 44.a , TH Wu 54.a, TH Wu 56.a, TH Wu 62.a, 
TH Wu 87.a, TH Wu 92.a 
TH Wu 74.a 
TH Wu 88.a 
KNWs 8712.a 
PY Wr 1359.~ 
KNWs 8500.a 
KN Ws 1704.a, KN Ws 8495.a 
KN Ws 8152.a 
KNWn 8752.a 
TH Wu 65.a 
TH Wu 61.a 
PY Wr 1331.a, TH Wu 49.a, TH Wu 67.a, TH Wu 70.a , TH Wu 72.a, TH Wu 78.a, TH 

Wu 79.a, TH Wu 82.a , TH Wu 83.a, TH Wu 84.a, TH Wu 85.a, TH Wu 86.a, TH 
Wu 91.a, TH Wu 93.a 

TH Wu 73.a 
TH Wu 57.a 
KN Ws 1703.a 
PY Wr 1415.a 
TH Wu 58.a 
TH Wu 96.a 
TH Wu 63 .a 
TH Wu 47 .a, TH Wu 51.a,TH Wu 55.a, TH Wu 66.a, TH Wu 75.a 
TH Wu 59.ab 
TH Wu 52.a, TH Wu 68.a 
PY Wr 1374.a 
KN Ws 8153.a 
PY Wr 1358.a , PY Wr 1359.a, PY Wr 1360.a, PY Wr 136 1.a 
KN Ws <1708> 
KN Wn 87 13.a 
Wr 1480.a 
TH Wu 64 .a 
TH Wu 74 .a 
PY Wr 1332.a 
TH Wu 45.~ 
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lb. Tablets where two or morl' of the signs/ words found on sea lings at their res pect ive sit es occur: 

KN As l 516(2) 
KN Fh 360 (2) 
KN L 695 (2) 
KN Le 525 (2) 
* KN Ln 1568 (4) 
KN Xe 692 (2) 
*MY Ue 611.3 (3) 
PY An 35 (2) 
*PY Ua 17 (3) 
*PY Un 2 (4) 
PY Un 6 (2) 
PY Un 138 (2) 
PY Un 612 (2) 
PY Un 718 (2) 
*PY Un 853 (4) 

Hand : 101 
Hand:141 
Hand : 103 
Hand : 103 
Hand: 103 
Hand: 103 
Hand: r.: 60; v.: -
Hand: H3 
Hand : Sl38-H42 
Hand: S2-Hl 
Hand: S6-H6 
Hand: Sl38-H42 
Hand: S2-Hl 
Hand: Sl32-H24 
Hand: S6-H6 

II. Sealings with no signs inscribed over sigilla: 

KN Ws 1705 
KN Ws 8494 
KN Ws 8498 
KN Ws <8754> 
MY Wt 0501 
MY Wt 0502 
MY Wt 0503 
MY Wt 0504 
MY Wt 0505 
MY Wt 0507 
PY Wr 1326 
PY Wr 1327 
PY Wr 1328 
PY Wr 1329 ("20" only sign on nodule) 
PY Wr 1330 
PY Wr 1459 
TH Wu 45 
TH Wu 71 
TH Wu 81 

Ill . ~sealings" with no sigilla: 

KN Wm 1707 
KN Wml714 
KN Wm 1816 
KN Wm 1817 
KN Wm 5822 
KN Wm 5824 
KN Wm 5860 
KN Wm 8207 
KN Wm 8490 

Find-spot: J2 
Find-spot: El 
Find-spot: FJ 9 
Find-spot: FIO 
Find-spot: Fl4 
Find-spot: FIS 
Find-spot: H. Sphinxes 
Find-spot: 3134 
Find-spot: 3252 
Find-spot: 3147-58 
Find-spot: 3168 4564X Ramp 59 SW Area 31 
Find-spot: 1141 
Findspot: 4461 
Find-spot: 8327 
Find-spot: 2547X 2636 



KN Wm S,19:l 
KN Wm 8499 
MJ? 
PY Wn 11 99 
PY Wn 1247 

Seu /111Rs as Linhs in Adm1nistmtive Chu in 6r:' 
,) 

IV. Transactional Vocabulary on Sealings found at Mycenaean cent e rs (in square brackets , designation of 
texts from the same sites containing the same te rms): 

a-pu-do-ke 
a-pu-do-si 

do-ke 

o-pa 

o-pa 

po-ro-e-ko-to 

qe-te-a2 

qe-te-o 
qe-te-o 

TH Wu 89.e 
PY Wr 1457:y 

KN Wm 1707.e, KN Wm 8493.eb 
[KNXe7711] 

KN Ws 1704.e, KN Ws 8495.y, KN Ws 8498.e, PY Wr 1325.y, PY Wr 1331.y, PY Wr 
1332.e, PY Wr 1333.y, TH Wu 46 .f3 . TH Wu 56.e2, TH Wu SB.ea, TH Wu 64.e, TH 
Wu 76.y, TH Wu 88.e 

PY Wr 1330.y 

[KN Am 821.1.2, Ce SOv. lb , Dm 11 84.b, E 971.b, L 695 .lb, Sd 
4403.1 , 4422. l , Sf 4420.a, So 4430.a, PY Sh 736 J 

[PY Sh 736) 

TH Wu 67.e-y, TH Wu 92.e-r 

TH Wu 51.y, TH Wu 65.y, TH Wu 96.y 
TH Wu 49.e, TH Wu 50.e , TH Wu 63.e 
TH Wu 53.e 

See the forthcoming paper by KJLI..EN, J.T., in the act s of the 10th International Myceno logical Colloquium, for a thorough and 
convincing interpretation of the textual occurrences of this word that distinguishes o-pa from ta-ra-s i-ja in that the former refers to 
work on «a completed manufactured item or a unit of livest ock•, while the latter refer s to , an issue of raw materials (or an object 
manufactured with the help o f such an issue),. 

2 P. 21 in commentary on Eb 149. See PALA.JMA, T.G. 1988, p. 87, n. 124, for a brief discussion o f the occurrences of this feature. Cf. 
also Va 482 by Hand 42. 

3 Notice that the string hole in Va 482 is the only tablet of Hand 42 which has a string hole. The tablet is a bit longer than the 
scribe's Ae tablets. but not appreciably so. Therefore, the use of the transverse "string" is not an habitual feature of this scribe's 
work. It is interesting that Va 482, as opposed to the scri be's Ae tablets, deals with manufacturing material s. here e-re-pa (ivory). 
This ivory is descri bed as a-no-po (not subject too-pa). See more on thi s belo" ·· 

4 

5 

KILLEN, J.T. This interpretat ion was previously entertained by Lejeune and Duhoux. among others. Cf. F. AURA JORRO, DMic. 11, s.u. 

Cf. F. ALRA JoRRO. DMic. II. s.u. esp . note 6: "useful, in good use" and comparable to later imE tKTJ,. There are other proposed 
inter pretations. 

6 PALA.IMA. T .G. 1988, p. 92 . 

7 There are two texts from the A group and one from th e B group fo r whi ch Bennett's transcripti on in progress report s no 
·strings " : Sa ~8, and Sa 760 and Sa 75 1. However . r eco rd s of my o riginal autopsy in 19,9-80 for Scribes of Pylos indica te th e 
exist ence on all thre<: tab lets o f what I th en called ,strin g ho les" and the precise positi on where these were visib le on the tablets. 

8 See the cautiou s and comprehensive article by HUTTON, W.F. 1990-9 1 on qe-tc-o and related economic vocabulary. The Meaning 
of qe-te-0. pp. 105-32 . 

9 The nature of th ese tablets is still most full y discussed in the original pu blicalion b\' CHAf\\\JCK, J. 1969 . pp. 120-23. 

10 PAL.-\IM~. T.G. 1988. pp. 103- 105. Hand 42 writ es personnel texts with religious and herding associations (cf. especially Ae 303: 14 
WOMEN l isted at P\' los as i-j e-re-ja do-e-ra . servants o f the pri es tess , e-ne-ka ku-ru -so-jo i-j e-re-jo . on account of sacred gold) and also 
the key te:--1 pertaining to a commensual banquet: Un 138 with i ts head ing pu-m qe-te-0! ( to be paid. as a religious line?) pa-ro du-ni-j u . 
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12 FISSORF., G.G. 1994. pp . 339-5-1 . 

13 Sa ra Kimball and I taught a course on Hittite and Mycenaean Ci,i li za ti on from a textual perspec tive in Spring 1993 at Un iversity 
o f T exas at Austin . She translated the deposition in her course booklet . Carole Justu s's id eas are known to me in a draft paper 
which she gave to me on March 7, 1989: Ancienl Artifacls, Econom ics and !he Use of Hi/lire OUSDWdf's and L41..AM/'s. Justus will 
publish a full version o f thi s paper in «Minos ». See LAROCHE 197 1. p . 2~3 . 

14 The Scribe--0n-Wood stresses h is own integri ty by dec laring: • [l ]f \1r . GAL d"'ii''U has taken something for himse lf and I have not 
reported it, then let me be cursed» . 

15 See also now PJTEROS, C., Ouv1rn, J.-P., MELENA, J.L. 1990. pp . 14 7-1:::7-3 . 

16 PAL\IMA, T .G. 1994, pp. 322-325. See just now HAUAGER 1996, pp. 233-234. 

17 Related noun forms occur on Pylos labels and tablets. Cir. Wa 730.2 (do-si-mi-jo--qe), Wa 731.A (do-so-mo) in connection with 
the Es series, Nn 831, Un 718.1.2 (do-so-mo) and Ma 126.1 ( do-si-mi-ja). 
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