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. the néw century' written by the
_&hancéﬂor of the UT system William

Cunningham in the Austin American-

Statesman (Jan. 24).

cha]lenges that face
(o)

way to make them
more open, more di-
verse, and more well-
suited to the educa-
_Honal needs of stu-
dents in a state where
advanced technology
‘hasreplaced oil; cattl

! the humamties, _
'wslon any concer

.‘ e e i rbspenty But ho-
1+ where did the chancellor’s vision speak to ~ de;

.humamstlcconcems and heslipped inthe
!arts in a one-sentence paragraph which
i : encapsulates the prevailing vision of the
-future of higher education: “These uni-
; versities also serve as great centers of re-
! search, scholarship and the arts-activities
l which expand the frontiers of knowledge,
: spur the development of new industries,
; serve as powerful magnets for business
' and enhance the quality of life for all.”
! ‘Where dothehumanities fitin, ifthey do
: not appear on thechancellor’s road map to
and through the 21st century? I at least
! would advise the public to demand that
' t attention be paid to this vanishing element
. : of higher education. Within the last decade
i we have witnessed the imposition of a
;corporate model upon institutions of
hlgher learning in subtle and overt ways.
. Last December, The New York Times de-
! scribed colleges and universities as “em-
rployment credentialing stations” with
. “students as customers.”
1 More than 100 administrators from UT-
“Austin have participated in Ford Motor

,Corp.seminars on how to run our

He identified the ..

wmiversities and . .graduate
“fitelligent inifia- | politi
* tives ‘that dre under -

sumers’ who ¢an dictafe what they want to
do with their educations, but they are also -
viewed by administrators ‘and legislators
as assembly-life products Understand-
ggly then, thelength oftiin 'e

years. Legislators have 1mposed a Sl%-year
post -M.A. limlt on graduate work, after
which graduate programs are ﬁnanc1a11y
penalized, for: their:supposed student lag-

gards, Having just sat as'an examiner of a
superb dissertation in: Sweden that was |’
finished by a student who worked on 1t

_ groposed for un-

es, 100, -Withithe ostensible
purpose of eliminating:‘the infamous
Austin ‘slacker”. It seems hardly contem-
plated in the Capitol that students might
use their undergraduate years to explore
what will make them happier human be-
ings and consequently more productive
contributors to society. Such exploration
might - entail shocking -actions like
‘switching majors’ or taking more elec-
tives. But a car frame on a conveyor belt
canpot decide it would rather be an Escort
thana Bronco. We have excellent fifth-and
evensixth-yearstudents whohave cometo
thefield of classicslate and stay on inorder
to solidify their languages, ancient and
modern, or to work in specialized areas
with distinguished faculty.

I think the time has come to rethink the
corporate model of higher education in
our state, or at least to strengthen the ne-
glected division of the company that
should be adding a vital component to the
products we manufacture.

Palaima is Dickson Centennial Professor of Clas-
sics at the University of Texas at Austin.
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