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"Is corporate rnoc1err1gnt 'V 
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11 ~ .L/fiJfl'.1.bflv.L r ... U'ui . ~. ···"·=~~:;!::. ··•.~t11~~~~:tf..H0~!• r 

Jerest the 28-paragraph 'vision of Students "are'poVoqly' yi.ewed as 'con­
the hew century' written by the sumers'wh(:f&ih'dictatewhattheywantto 

chancellor of the UT system William do with their educations, but they are also 
11:.Qunn..uigruuµ in the Austin American-. viewed b{adili.inistra:tors and legislators 
Statesman (Jan. 24). as assembly~llne products; Understand-

. He identified the ablythel¾th.eJepgth~ftiiµ~Qiese_p:r-oduyts 
. cllallenges that face ba:v~b¢en,$~onffiel!µg¢rgta«:i~:J1e~:r: ., ·_ 
our universities and .. , . duateJiQriveyorJ)eltslias'beeha'se.rioful" ··• 

j?the'''mt{i'ilig~nf fnitia'. . ~tical'is,sii~--litTe~ ijV~r the past five 
,,_ tlves that are . under . years. I£gislat6rs have imposed a 5½-year 

·way ·to make them post-M.A limit on graduate work, after 
more open, more di- which graduate programs are financially 
verse, and more well- penalized for~th~jr}suppp$~ stud~nt lag­
sUited to the educa- gards. Havmgjusf sata.s'aii examiner ofa 

. ·. tlonal needs of stu- superb dissertation in. ~weden that was 
''·aents in a state where finished by a 'studerifwho worked on it 

:Palaima . . . . .. > advanced tec~olo~•;:.?,nffM!X~ . . ' !!5-~i~ chil$ .•. :,<~hl\\ i 

11 ··.·:. t:·.·,i .. ,,:"";-~9:tnt:\."''··ha.$b~phl..···cecl~ili.~!tl .. 1~.'.".·.··•·;.m'iQ.Jll~· ,-••· e Jllp.1ebow. =t th , 
I and agricultui,f as 'the ases for our ~: : dip}cf. . , . .,,. ~ . u e 
I nomi~ · :well-bejpg. The transfennation '• · 'profi S.µcl;),,-
! ~t ••' .. ,. ~tWiJtr~t/I:~~;,i:;~· ... . t ":~·,_ 
: As i'Mac4ur~~ll3~andprOfessqri,riL·'.J.aboram ~put~' 
: the humahi9es, ·f(gµµd:.ing inJli~','1ers?tdf1' i>l~ clata 
1 vision any conceoi for how we ~ ~<l > ftl · · · oµtlives;'.: , 
J clressingwhatilakefpbethemo§tserfotls'''"liW .. · .. . t'Yorkm.~ 
l mission of bigber education:. giviilg $1µ:f , a fiela:t-.. ., il;i.1952 ' 
I dents an oppdrfurtity for four years at a . \viili.tii~t{ ritscript 
1 crucial time in their lives to figure out . ,by\ · · •" ·• , _p'i,1Jt in · ·• 
: wh:a,t sort of ~p,~Jh~:y;~ going to~~ \t~lus, lcjs~Jµcky .. 
I :..we dd n~J<>;~al((a:~r-edUCf\~ . Mi !_ . .;Jrom .. 
I wdrkto~; ~n4,;Jro,owledge is the "riew 'U'I\;.. . . . . •·· ·, r.:.;,v .. ! engine ·of econotfilC'prbsperity." But no- - . · Tiinelimits' ' · . , ... · ... • ... · posed for un-
1 where did the chancellor's vision speak to .. dergraduates/:'.:· , Jv:fth {the ostensible 
: humanistic concerns, and he slipped in ~e purpose . of. efiminatirig'fthe infamous 
: arts in a. one-:sentence .paragraph which Austin 'slacker?. It seems hardly contem-
1 encapsulates the prevailing vision of the plated in the Capitol that students might 
: future of higher education: "These uni- use their undergraduate yea.rs to explore 
: versities also serve as great centers of re- what will make thefu happier human be­
: search, scholarship and the arts-activities ings and consequently more productive 
• which expand the frontiers of knowledge, contributors to society. Such exploration 
: spur the development of new industries, might entail shocking · actions like 
; serve as powerful magnets for business 'switching majors' or taking more elec­
: and enhance the quality of life for all" tives. But a car frame on. a conveyor belt 
, Where do the humanities fit in; if they do cannot decide it would rather be an Escort 
: not appear on the chancellor's road map to than a Bronco. We have excellent fifth-and 
: and through the 21st century? I at least evensixth-yearstudentswhohavecometo 
: would advise the public to demand that thefieldofclassicslateandstayoninorder 
1 attentionbepaidtothisvanishingelement to solidify their languages, ancient and 
: ofh.ighereducation. Within the last decade modern, or to work in specialized areas 
: we have witnessed the imposition of a with distinguished faculty. 
· corporate model upon institutions of I think the time has come to rethink the 
: higher learning in subtle and overt ways. corporate 'model of higher education in 
: Last December, The New York Times de- our state, or at least to strengthen the ne­
: scribed colleges and universities as "em- glected division of the company that 
'. ployment credentialing stations" with should be adding a vital component to the 
; "students as customers." products we manufacture. 
: More than 100 administrators from UT-

• ""t;:ustin have participated in Ford Motor Palaima is Dickson Centennial Professor of Clas-
• • Corp.seminars on how to nm our sics at the University of Texas at Austin. 




