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Brave new

electronic world

I n Joan and Robert Morrison’s oral history “From ,

Camelot to Kent State” (Oxford 2001), the voices of
59 men and women enable us to live through the

social and political upheavals of i i
e T the United States in

We first are reminded what
life was like in our country
before the Peace Corps, the
Montgomery bus boycott, the
assassinations of JFK, RFK
and MLK, the Vietnam War,

. tion, _the Great Society, moon
i ilang;ln%ss, miniskirts and
: ardhats. No birth control
pills, no legal abortions, no speci (
P Silent Sprage T pecial prosecutors, no

In the South, segregated schools, segregated lunck’

counters, segregated buses. Three national netw
| > d | X orks
of commercial television. But the Morrisons’ catalogof

what was missing before the ’60s begins “no X »
eroxes,”-
Professors who came of age in or before the '60s tell.

students that there was a time when weread articles in

. scholarly journalsin the library, takingnoteg with pen-

or pencil{ or even committing many of
< ose aricles strajght.to qur ownyfs

PR &K

us.can _resummon the. di
lofly fi _1;g'sf_e'fa;;g’?ﬁf

* smelland ofly fee
+Corp, put ﬂlg Greek Xeroée'dry”
~ 'Faster and ¢heaper and higher i
_ “photoduplicating have changed all thi
-..versity departments the cdpying mach
- resemble a watering hole for grazing aniimsls, wheye
xe:)r:ﬁea:‘:a(;e’ﬁc ruminant;’can socialize brieflv with an:
ner, wnue graduate ;students .
books, »m@,mﬁﬁfﬁérggﬁ%oﬁﬁ acks ¢

ative documents, and profess

A

buse§ ‘and reading mate¥ial for the
taking them to copy shops for miass
as course packets, - ediC Ry W
Wha? we tpight call the High Xerox Period in higher
education, In government, in the corporate world
(1975-2000) is now phasing out as the overlapping

Proto-Desktop Period (1985-2000) has developed into
High Desktop. The personal computer began making
serious inroads into academic life in the early ’80s. An
-easy way for senior professors to become objects of
- wonder is to mention offhandedly to students that they
wrote their dissertation or first book “before we had
.computers.” Some scholarly stalwarts, liké James
Magnuson, director of the James A. Michener Center
for Writers at The University of Texas at Austin, still.
acquire. carpal-ulnar tunnel syndrome the old-
fashioned way, by writing out true manuseript ver-
sions of work in progress.

race riots, women'’s libera--

" We were told in the ’80s ﬂlqtﬁl"ogiiibuters were
| - iabor-saving devices that would free up time to think,

. coﬁbmical,andmajorcombutermanufacturersmade
sure that they were. They distributed comp_uters and
i goftware to faculty members at discount prices, emu-
" 'Jating the time-tested marketing techniques of :
1 i~ dealers standing outside school playgrounds. ¥

%" Fifteen years later, professors have to format and -

edit their own articles, reviews and books and master -
fWhat are euphemistically callgd improvements in the

"¢ latest updates of word-processing programs. JOurnl:Jﬁs‘_

" in my specialized field of p}'ehlstorlc scripts, “(i .
guages and cultures still require quthors -to sepd har
copies, and they ask for electronic files in M3croSth
Word 5.0 or 5.1, acknowledging that later versions ) .

irtually useless for their purposes. ) g
vul\//tlgan%vhile the portions of annual ogeratlpg budgets
for departments, colleges and colle_ge ll.bx_'anqs g_ievoted

.. to computer-resources have steadily increa a;’t}]lg.

L expen.‘ﬁiog §ook§, journals and human beings. Wy

“* pring il visiting scholars for lectures or Seminars

. when students and faculty can “‘get information from
" them via e-mail and the World Wide Web? Web sites-
proliferateand their frilled-up,hyper-commercmhzgd
complexity makes us buy more powe@ computers,-
faster Internet links and more sophls_tlcated software
Lastly, overheated photocopy machines, large_ papér
-recycling bins, enormous water _co_nsumptlor} .at~
chip-manufacturing plants and spiking electricity.

“  consumption all tell us that computers have not been

" 'harbingers of noisy springs. 3
ha{lg'mcgoe;spuferle}t’s Ix)rrxe hear live recordings down-
loaded from www.bobdylan.com. ButIalso have heax;gi )
itsinging “A Bicycle Builtfor Two,” and itsoundsa l({t ]

like Hal in Kubrick’s “2001.” .

Palaima has developed carpal tunnel syndrome from wriong
and editing books, ayticles, reviews, course notes, op-ed piec-
es and too many e-mails on his personal computers. He can
be reached at tpalaima@earthlink.net.






