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hen will the

| terrorlsts have Won‘?

‘hese are t.he most unsettled and

unsettlmg times .American -citi-
zens have lived through since the .

'Vletnam ‘War, when -our country was
pulled - .apart by assassinations, civil-
rights ‘nd antl-war ‘demonstrations,
: © Women’s -rights
" initiatives, the
United Farm
Workers move-
ment, .race riots,

“‘tapes. and - ‘mass

murder. The great

difference. be-
: tween then and'
now is the source of upheaval. ;

" In the ’60s and early '70s the agents of
turbulence were — with the exception of
Palestinian-born Sirhan Sirhan — all
true-blue American.’ Amerlcan ‘citizens

. watched the Vietnam War in their living
rooms. American citizens wore peace
symbols or American flags as they pro-
tested for or against the war, or as they
patriotically chose to serve in the armed
forces ortoresist the war as conscientious

‘objectors. One war- -resister of Mushm
-faith was sentenced tofive years in prison
- for his convictions. He isnow revered. HlS
name is Muhammad Ali. .
- In the '1960s, American c1tlzens dem-
onstrated forthe rights of other cltlzens to
vote, to receive an equal educatlon toeat

at public lunch counters, to use public'.',,

bathrooms. Other Amerlcan c1tlzens re-

sisted, within their hearts 'or with terri:.

fying violence. Two deranged Americans,
Charles Whitman and Charlie Manson,
made us fearful at home andout in public:

All this violence. and turmoﬂ hit us
during the tensions:
Families and commiinities were terrxﬁed
In my hometovwn, doors ‘on houses were

locked at night for. the first time. Hand-

guns were bought ‘as protectlon against
Manson-like culis or the possible spiil-
over of inner-city Violerice. Manson ahé:
. his cult followers practiced terrorism,
aimed at fomenting a race war: by mur-
dering randomly targeted whlte
Americans.

Individuals, famlﬁes and commumtles
were split apart By th {'rV1etnam War:
whether we shoull '
could win awar far

Silet Ms]orxty e

tifront attack on our way of life, we shall

the Watergatev ‘

trust and fear.

If we could not defeat ourselves a gen- )

eration ago through our own all-out mul- -

_not be defeated now by outside terrorlst
forces; so long as we adhere to the prin-

ciples that-guided us as a country during
the Cold War. These were enunciated
with stern pragmatism, not fairy-tale .
ldeallsm, in National Security Council
Document 68: United. States Objectives
and - Programs for National -Security
(April 14, 1950), and they are as good now
as:they were then. They boil down to re-

spect for the freedom of the individual,

lerance f diversity. and recogmtlon of
.collecﬂv responsiblhtles to -the

common good. We avoided extremism'in - - |
. the ’60s and early 70s; survived shocks to
‘our. national political system, absorbed " - ;
and accepted radical changes in our ways * . |;

of living and overcame w1despread dlS-

What concerns me rlght now are pro- -
nouncements that ‘we“should return to
hvmgourhves as weled them before Sept.
11, that “[oJur biggest problem is fear”
(Dan Rather), or that “I’d be cautious if I
worked in a high-profile place like the
upper tiers of the federal government . .
but when you’ve got housewives in rural
Kentucky-telling their kids to be careful

-with the mail, let’s just admit the truth: X
“The terrorists liave won” (J Wesley o
. Boyd) !

- This‘is categorlcal nonsense Our hves

'have been fundamentally- altered by the" 0
terrorlst attacks of Sept. 11, But the ter- -
‘ rorists have ‘not won. We do not defeat

terrorists by ignoring real and ]ustlﬁable- )
feelings of fear, by pretending that we’

‘should return to the kinds of lives we led

before thie World Trade Center-Pentagon

" terrorism or by believing that it is good -

and healthy to-do so. Terrorlsm every-

. where, including: the insane terrorism of .
a Charlie ‘Manson or Ted Kaczynski, tar- |:
-gets mnocent people. ‘'The United and

American Airlines planes and. the WTC
were not full of “employees in the upper

tiersof the federal government.”

Kentucky housewives should teil thelr =
children that the world today is not what
itwas seven weeks ago. But they and their.

‘husbands should also teach them tolove . :

and respect other human beings and not
to fear diversity of opinion, religious be-
lief ‘or skin.color. We should all remain
confident that adherence to fundamental
American values will bring us through

- into a new and wiser version of 4 free so-

cietyour children and grandchildren can

live in proudly and safely.

When will; the terrorists have won"
Never .
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