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ew York Times columnist Thomas

Friedman recently noted that 10th- .

graders in Saudi Arabia are taught

that Muslims must consider the infidels

their enemy. This distorts the fundamen-
tal tenets of Islam
and - reflects -a
schism bétween the
sophisticated pro-
westernattitudesof

elite and hostility
to the west among
the masses.
- have here a failure
of reverence: Religlous belief is twisted to
promote hatred of fellow human beings.-
< Friedman also reported that in 1988 the
United States acceded to Saudi diplomatic
pressure to remove our Arabic-speaking
ambassador. Why? He was engaging in
dialogue with Saudis outside the ruling

iclass. We have here two failures of rever-

ence. Saudi rulers fail in reverence by de-

nying their citizens freedom. of thought. :

American policy-makers by agreeing to
act un-American in favor of American
economic and strategic interests.

* Friedman concludes that we cannot de-

pend-on Saudi rulers to control their un-
. derclasses, SO Weq should get rid of our

.gas-guzzling SUVs.- Fnedmans logrc

“ready saw it popularized in Sydney Po

the -Saudi’ ruling.

.We

- “realist’’ analysis of our current: s1tuation’u ‘

“Reverence Renewing a Forgot{en
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sponse to them and U S
impeccable, but it is nothing new. ; ¥ '_‘- ghanistan Myﬁ‘lend
We already heard it from Jl.mmy Cart-:..

er's low-thermostat. White House, We.al

lack’s post-Watergate intelligence thrﬂl
“Three Days of the Condor.” In:Poll
film, a renegade organization within
CIA systematically murders: ‘employeés. - -to-d
within its own network so that oil will ca
continue to flow: from the Middle East tg . ‘erence;
the United States. In the final scene, intél-" - religi
ligence officer Cliff Robertson ‘explains - e vi
that if heating fuel were suddenly: cut-off, . - = - that
citizens of the United States would not-. Powe
question the morality of the means by -arre
which oil was obtained, they wouldJustte]l 1§
the government to go gét it. - ;
The sad thing about Friédman’s equally

' ican Jn |
other words, she detects yet another fail:
ure of reverence. - :
s . Stephien ‘Ambrose in: “The Wild Blue” i

E ~':wr1tes aboutthe brave boys who flew and.
- died (at 50 pereent.c
er.. ‘ovérEurope in World War1l. The very act -
var. . of flying one six- “to-eight-hour. missioh in

e - these alum:mum kinned homb-deliverers .
ed.. .. 'was physical torture :and. psychological |

is that our choice is defined. entirély i
terms of expediency and not of any. more
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drives a Honda CRV. - W




