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“Wh eres our i
';-Q‘Illad 7

war have written about it.
“i-How ‘many of us. who have

Korea, the Pacific'and now

_standto hea.r and finally anly the names of places had
. dignity . "Abstraét words sach as’glory, honor,

courage, or ha]low were ‘obscene beside the concretef -

- names of vi]lages the numbers of roads the names of
rivers, the numbers of regiments and the s dates.”
. John'Dawes, i ‘his néw book “The Language of

-War,” explams that writers who know war “anchor” .
their- language in ‘the real Soldiers remember the

. floodéd trenches of the Sommie and the bitterly frozen
* terrain along the Changun Reservoir. Vietnam'vet-

. éran Tim O’Brlen in- “The Things They:Carried” *

distills.war down to the 70 pounds of- high-tech fire-
. power and equlpment humped by American foot

- -soldiers, and the shorts, sandals, rice and rifle found-'
-, ona 15-year-old: Viet Cong soldier lying dead in'a -
..do not indulge- i ab- -~

‘ditch.: “True war stories .

_straction oranalys1s Atruewar story, iftrulytold; -
»-makes the stomach belleve A true war story is
-’ never mor

For this reason, soldlers often have nothmg to say ,

. to us about their time at war. They use three-word

.;phrases for the ,mexphcable “There if is” or “Don’t -
‘mean nuthin’.” Some use absolute silence to keep : -

_sacred things that only their fellow soldier's can fully
share. This is why James Bradley had to write “Flags

BN of Our Fathers.” His flag- raismg father’s courageous o
'servme asla medical corpsman. m the brutal ﬁghting_ o

.' abolit’ artinie ‘heroism eXcept thatrthe reat heroes

- didri’t come back.

-

8 Amerlcan soldlers fight and d1e in unknown :
“"dnd unprohounceable places, we back home'
- L X ‘must try’harder than in past wars to under-’
; stand what they are goingthrough Weshould putour
g ’.trust inWhat menand women who havebeen through.

" ‘not fought overseas'can ‘con--
" jure up more than ahandful of -
_~names of places in Vietnam, °

Afghanistan? But' listen to
‘Afnerican ambulance driver’
_Frederi¢ 'Henry ' in Ernest .
- ‘Hemingway’s “A Farewell to
' Arms” “There were many wards that you could not -
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We owe it to the soldiers who are now ﬁgh g and,

..dymg forus c1v111ans to'be informed about what' Gen s

. Tommy - Franks

as ominously called “our ongoing *
operations in Vietnam.” ‘Patriotism .asks for fran“k )

truth from government and media sources. ..

- Patriotism also requiresithat'we try to understand o

and respect the enemy. ‘Demonizing thé enemy has
. 'been-identified as contributing to the incidence of -
'post tramnatlc stress: dlsorder in combat veterans:It
is'unnecessary. The litérattire of war from a]lperlods_-' :

documents the kindred respect soldiers develop for -

 “theeniemy” who are undergoine: the smnﬁmfymg?ﬁ |

'respect sulcidally fanatlcal J: apanese troops in Jaimes
-Jones’, “The. Thin- ‘Red Line” and. German soldiers:-

recognize the humanity. of. ailied soldiers in Erich -

Maria Remargue’s “All Qulet onthe Western Front.” -

',fough, aruponWaruponw' "throug out theirlong '

'cowardly." : 3 .
-.women -and: hlldren of Y'I,‘roy ‘and their soldlers are "

is most clearly at the beginningof western
mbodied in-Homer’s “Iliad.”. The. Greeks -

j‘_ eir “‘mble” had to: prepare ’young men and

’pubhc anger agamst commander-in-chi
goes AWOL His -absén - causes. t ﬂ e

oy; | -desecrates his corpse. He eVen-"E -
s.to Iaumane terms W1th Heetor 's father, -

N portrayed SO’ humanl‘y‘that some scholars ‘have ar-":
L at H

E Patrlotism

is: the true hero “of thie, poem ‘I‘he ;

1,7 1'ts1mp1y'means menat; war N
tlmes of war'has 20 20 vision of how- -

thlngs are. The Greeks knew it. Let’s hope we 'see”
R thmgs Just as clearly in our war on terrorism
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