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Where's otlf 
-,11·!•' ct.'(\ .. · ... 1a •-··-r'·, ,. 
·. . . . . ' . . ' ... ~ ,· 

. A.'. ..... s America.ii. soldiers fight and die in tmktiowil. 
· · ·. . · and unpronounceable places,. w~r ba.ck -h. _ollle · · · . · must t;ry'harder than in past wars to under• . 

· sµmd wl:lat_they·ai;e _gom,g thr<;>-q.g:h. We shottld i>.qtour 
·. · trustinwhatmen:and.womenwhobavebeen through 

· w&·have·written abo:ut it. · 
\ Hovrinany of us. who have 
not fought _ove.rsMS · Clll,J.. con
jure up lllore th.an ah~dfulof · · 

··names. of places.· in Vietnam, 
Korea; tne Pacific : anc!, now 
Afghanistan'? .. But· listen -to 
Afn.erican ambulance driver . 
. Frederfo .•: Heluy. in Ernest 

. . . . Hemingway's ''A Filtew,ell to· 
Arms": ''Th.ere were ~anywql:'ds that you coufdnot 
standj:o hea,r and iniallyon.].ythe nanies·o{placeshad 
_df.ghity ... ; Abstract, \v~t<lii su~h ~: _glory,_ h9nor, 
courage; or hallow we~e obsc;ene beside the concret.e · 
name~ of villages, the numbers ofroads, the names of 
rivers, the numbers of regiments and the ~tes.!' 

· •·. ·.roJiii'Da~~s ili. -his new book "The La,IJ.gtiage of 
-War,'' explain; that writers wbplmow war '·'ancpor•: . 

. their -language in Jhf:l re~l. Sol<Uers remember the 
, . tloodedtrenches of the'Somni.e 1;U1d the bitterly frozen: 
• }ettain along, the C:g:angjin Reservoir.Vietnam" vet- . 
eran Tim O'Brien in• "The. Things They,:~arrled".; 

. ~-W~ down.to the 70 pounds of-high~te,chflre- . 
· poy.rer and equipµient ·huml)ed · by AmericaIJ. foot , 
: soldiers;. and the shorts~ sandals, rice and rifle foµnd 

.· on a 15-year-old · Viet Cong .. solc;Uer -lymg,_dead in a · 
. ditch. "True war stories ... do not indulge ih .ab-. 
stracti6n'or-1µ1alysis .... A true war story, iftrulytold.; · · 

. -mlikes the 1:1fomach believe .•.. A true war story bl 

.:.n~vermorai." . . . _· .. ·. 
.F'or tnis reason; .soldiers ofteI;l have no1:hillg to say . 

to us about their time at war: They use three-word 
. phrases fof the. ;inexplicable.: "There it js!'. Qr, "D~11'.t 
•mean nuthin' .". Sc:nne use absolute · silence ·to keep : 

. '·satr.ed things that only their fellow soldiers can fully 
. share. This'is: why James I\radley-had• to write «Flags 
. of 0Jll" Fathers." His flagaraising f8;ther'1:1. courageous. 
· ser.vi~ ~-.a mediqal cqrnsiµan.m. thebtu~ ~ting 

. qii lw(iJµha l~(t ·twn. w+th :-nqt1>,laj{)q .say f9-h~ soh .• 

. a'boufwartnne\·heroism·e;tpeptthaP.the realheroes · . .. cildii'fcc>me back. . . . . . .. ,. ,. . 
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Paiaima \eaches· ~ur~s on' war"amf viole~ce atthe Unive.rsi
fy of texas.at Austin. · • ·. · · . · ··. · .. · . 
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