
Austin American-Statesman •. Wednesday, July 3, 2002 MS· 

Thomas G. Palaima REGULAR coNTR1euToR 

Your freedom is in the Illail 
n Tuesday February 8, l.825, in World War Iland·studiedletters home 
New Haven, Conn., a. grief- from Vietnam. · 

' .· ~·.... .t,11.~~.$~t~i:>~td,lYI'i,t~ , .· ItnQw,co.$ts~7,cent$foi:~y.citlz~<>r 
· . . . .• ., letter;fo his'~~h; s~~ .... nq~-citizen ot\the llnited States, of any 

/~t~!j#¼Y~~~Qr Jfi,P~~i~ ,,;,t~~~,:,<lf~¢ti.. ~i'. po~<>r,.µn(ier Qoq l)J" not, 
'" · <r~qi/l,e. :,The ·tatte'.t. ·tosindasecure,pr1vatelettertoany" 

tji>ened: · ·· · . one else in.our vast country. Drcip ifin 
.·· ... "MY.atr~ctionate:-· ;~ mailboi.in Hamshb:'e, and it will be 

)Y. ·. 'beloyed . sorr; ' . qeliveredto a mailbox in Anchor~ein 
.,,. ¥1sterio'tls artHhe. twee tohv.e days for 37 cents. Toseiid 

. . ... t:>(frovidence'.· , the same letter across Germany would 
' .. ,.·.· .·, ..... · ~Ji,:is inpalnt'' cost55c::erits. The democratic efficiency 

, < },; .. •.·· \\'f •:·· . . ·• ", , ®J::1~tplY· so~q-~t,:)>f BW;,<,~yst~m is· 111ind-~qg~~'. .~ts 
ful whUe I announce fo you the sudden· wor~iftgs would · surely tickle the. m-
and uneXl)ected death of your dear and. ventive. fancy of the first postmaster 
dliservedly • loyed wife. · Her,, '9isease : · appointed by the Continental Congress . 
woved tq b.~:•~ afl'~on of, tpe :J1eart, , . on JµJ.y 26, 1775, Benjamin Fnm,klin. 

l, . m .• curab· l .. e .. h •.•.. a •. Ii·1.· .t .• be. e.·j/i. Imo.· .wn· ., 'f,h. e .s.·,hock.,, Q ... n. e of th.. e firs.·t que .. stions .taken .. up. b. y. to the whole family is far bl:iyond, in the 13 American colonies when they 
-· .. point of,se:vetity, tbat of any; we have co_:11templatecl their war of indepen­

.ever beforefelt/' / ·· .: denc~washowtodeliverthemail. The 
· > In cl~snii{lVlors~~ fat:ller hati:lrded a delegates to the Continental Congress 

. ;,ro~sg/Ja~~~ltfe~~,el;~e~~! :~~i~!:t~~~e~ar~~:itt~;::::~ 

.,0 •W•····•·· I 1ave.•.:·a·RP·. ·.•·· oihte. d,. fi.o· ,t .. the,·•· ftui. .-~. ·rat1 (19~. ): .• ~\An .. e.·,ient emp. _ires never became 
':•'Y,~e~ you/~e in V}'.'akhingtonipye~k.' .. Iar~r :t\ll}11 an area allo~ing 15-day 
Bfptlors~dtdnot~am,about:frlswµe's n:taU.~ery~ce from the capital." Hero­
deatH,,,Jor t\vQ-t,:-tveelts. The painful dotu~ezj)Jains that the spra:wling Per­
memory ofthis experience drove Morse sian empire in the 5th century B.C. re­
Joi4 &lqp. ,his ,new sy~te;mfor, rapid . quired.asec;µr.e..,mfras1;tqctµre for raP-, 

'<i"Tw g?'.( ~J,hY)il .... ' id eottimun--ttllltiO}l';: of officlal 
'. s .. · ,, ·' , e..-inabiMiY to t ,~oi;wespq_1llterii;~/l'he fe~~· jn~_sseµ.: . 

"" · .-···;_]ii"'.-Ji\· •.··· '. '-ge·r•s~rvice stretched .. 1 ....... ~ia' .. e 'all •. V 1,4 ,,dfre . ·.· . · · , · ~JS •.. ,$1,). ~ Y 
·'!','."'' '· t · ·· · builtroadneh\r:irk_(mJl)m"rie: Jranto sif:f fitts~' the *estern'tfo~lti>f~ker-• Ail>ngthe 

iqner; fuet.·µi, roadadayJpart~e stationectije.1f~d 
, s®le!l. ~ p~a,c~ horses, wboµi neither snow,,n9F ram 
· _ri+-l$~. IJ '· ijqr neatnoF.ni~fpreyeJ:1~ t'ro'tµ. cov-
mlac'fftjh ' ·elfiig tbeif r8ute as qtiicklf as they 

' " Jat~r. • or .. c~.:: ' •·.. . ···. ·.. . ', ' · .. · :\~lts.oiitvmn a, deQ~ ', '.~~]j',=i):'Sf6,n @!i Q~er, ancient µIl• 
i ,,,,a~·,y,i~ty·.. f&iµ~~W.~~t:l:{~w. P.!k#~~,tem~twere.:~~rv~.for o:tn-
>,>9r:1~~.-f!1e:,1 :tM}~~-9( .·· C!1¥;<>f «rlit~ ~orresPOn!fenc~ •. Tb.e.9?~" 
; ::,,tw<de,np~ : . :W: cas-, :rn9~ :rn~,)Y,~}!ilft out. :!:JutJrr~ s 

ualties;:ti~ ri~ soldiers died. . .. democratic vision is still true for.all of 

f cr~:t~>·. ';,, : . ,,, 'f,:~o8iJ:~~~e~:k·•. ·l ;:~::r~r;~~¥vl; ,ca;u~ec;e~rQhat 
· e can ever recover thoughts !lnd emotions to an,yon~. in: 

j;s, t , this ~~.~tland:in,9iµ-yeq o\\Tb:'.hand-
; am . ·j, .·· ... :·. · 'V;l"i~. ~ 1s:·a·trµ~ m~eL:tltat 

o.~Ek . ·, ttlfltl,. ·tYb9.··, 4Ji,ed. · .... w:. ].g·. P .. t" ~Y.)3:Q. stfi ... ·ke ... _:a:!:l.tbit.ot .... :11S ''"· ' ,,~ <t . . . it · :battie2 . · speechless: . . .· _··.· ' ,. ' t~·!rv61it' ~j(- : <Wht!n YQU tjee· your ~ cwrtef OF 
ce.(>t~ .. ·.· . ': 'iifcteu.v~ talk to rourn1ailclerlt, giveuteµi,_your 

·_''.1b .• tcl(day:s u:s . . thre~ cap~ W()rth~.'l'Jiank th~1»iq~J:,e-
iisk any American . half of-Be:ttFranklin. V. . .· ' 

·atle~J,mAM,ttO ·' . . . ·. . .· ,_,,,,,: •·· ... · ·· ,,.,..,. . - · -. Pala1ma Is professor of ClllSslcs In the College 
>.~r~,as. I.!O!,QY'-,7• I've . of~erar Arts atthe university of T'i!~as at< ... ·:nlri~i:~t~rf;?nt ,:::t~·-n> .·· .. _/r.:; : ._ . \;.,.,'A .· ·-


