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' wl;geﬁyou'f ¥e in Wash:
~"But Morse dnotreamabouthlswﬁes :
" death:for twossweeks. The. painful

Thomas G Palazma REGULAR CONTRIBUTOR

Your freedom is in the maﬂ

n Tuesday February 8, 1825, in
New Haven Conn a kgrief-

and unexpected death of your dpar and
| desérvedly“loved wife. Her disedse :*
= proved to be'an affection of, the ‘heart, ;
incurablehad 11: beeni known. The shock:
‘to the whole family is far:béyond, in
. point of severlty, that of any we have

-ever beforef It,”
In closmg, Morse 'S father hazarded a
this [letter] will reach

e day after the one
the, fung.ral

@ Have appointed. for
gton a week.™: 3

memory of this experience drove Morse

to- develop is. HewW.. system. for. rapld,q -

prlvateily con yi our personal
vthoughfs and emotions to anydne in
' i ha;

World War II and studled letters home
from V1etnam

vate letter to any-
one else in our vast country. Drop itin
a mailbox in Hamshire, and it will be

g Idelivered to a mailbox in Anchorage in
: 'three to five days for 387 cents. To send

& sameé letter across Germany: would

‘Gost 55 cents. The democraticefficiency

ur:‘system. is. mind-boggling. Its
kings ‘would surely tickle the in-
ventive fancy of the first postmaster
appointed by the Continental Congress .

‘on July 26, 1775, Benjamin Franklin.

.~ One of the first questions taken up by
the 13 American colonies when they
contemplated their war of indepen-

‘dence was how to deliver the mail. The

delegates to the Continental Congress
knew what Cesare Marchetti stresses
in “Cities and Their Vital Systems”
(1988) #Aneient empires never became
larger than an area allowing 15-day
. ice from the capital.” Hero-
dotus’ ‘explains that the sprawling Per-
sian empire in the 5th century B.C. re-
quired a secure infrastructure for rap-
1d communlcation “of - ofﬁelal'

Y. Al
roada day apart are stationed 1
horses, whom neither Show .

ersian and other anc1ent im-

stems. were: reserved. for offi-

or elite rrespondenc The com-
left'o

see your mail carner or -

" talk to yoxir mail-.clerk give th m your
.A ' be-



