
Austin American-Statesman . • . T1Je,$~jydun'e 1~; 2go(. 

: : : : Thomas G. Palatma · REGULAR cotttRJfuToR 

.. / Young citizenS, getting 
• • >j prepared to take flight 
· :-::~ N. o. matter. w. hat y.our politi. cal. away with? Care deeply about others. 

, philosophy, last week's Work as a team. •"Always do your 
; · . moumingforournation's40th best." Andtherewardisinthedoing . 

. ; president should have made you f~el, Not o:µ_e scout asked. any Qf the Star 
· , small. The funeral ceremqnies were Fliglit crew how much mqrtey they 

accompanied by fitting eulogies of madeorwhatkindofSUVtheydrove. 
Ronald Reagan's accomplishments In talking about his i:nilitarytraining, 
and by discussions of his strengtbs Esqulvelsaidthathethoughtaperiod· 
and weaknesses. Hearing serious de-· ofniandatory public service would be 
bates about his 'impact on liistory, . agoodthingforyoungAmericans.No 

1 from Star Wars to the definition• of one could argue with the results rep-
i ketchup; snould . reserited in his person. 
i · cause us to won-' . The Star Flight visit wasjustone of 

. : der what impact . many educational events at the cam.p. 
we can have on John Karger of the Last Chance For. 

: the society we everBirdsofPI"eyConservancyinSan' 
• l live in. · . Antonio brought along a falcon, owl, 
l Part of the an- eagle and hawk to teach about preda-
1 s w er c am e tori birds. He talked.about how we, as 
; swooping into_ . thinking cteatu,res, can use weapons 
i . . the Gi~ of Aus- as tools and tools as weapons. For 
t tm's Emma Long Park on Friday, the birds this comes naturally. Bird tal-i last day of this year's week-lo~ Cub , ons ~ grea.t examples.' A.nd a lesson · 
i Scout pay. _Cam~ ce~tered on the ' .in br.1:ve ~e~work was taught bY:the 
t theme .. Taking Flight. TWo h~d ' scis~~tail flycatchers who grouped 

and forty Scouts, ages 5 to 11, 30 s1b- togethertochaseawayabarredfalcon 
· lings and 80 parent and specialist from their nestlings. The scouts also · 
volunteer~ watched C~pt. Kevin MC• . studied minerals, . astronomy' ahd 
D~nald brmg the_ Trav1S County S~ met~()rology, rocket launching, 
Flight 1 EMS helicc;,pter to earth .. His . mathematics and owl vomit. , 

; precision· landing itself symbolized Picture 270 children learning life . 
:. concern for the well-being of 0thers. lessons together for seven . to nine 
tHe nestled' the helicopter in close to hours.' for five days. Adults, volun-. 
: Fge trees ~? trutt the youn~ scouts teering over 800 hours of time each 
: could stand m the shade ~hile they day. Months of pre-planping by vol-

. :, learn':'1 how the• Star Flight _crews , unteers such as director Jerri Sann-
,: save lives. For an hour_, ~aptam Mc- . ders. Local businesses donating the . 
~Do~d and EMS SJ?eciali~t J:R. ~s- waterthatkeptthekiclsh:vdrated(Sllli 
.~:~mvel fielded questio;°-s. w1th mspll', . RayWatel;');deliveringfreefreshfruit . 
fmg frankness ahd patient concern. ·. artd \tege'tables daily (Five star :rz-0• · 
t:· The words courageo~ and hero Ju:ce); providing, at no charge, re­
~'::were never ~tte,red,_ but the . scou1:9 frigt)tation trucks .(Fleet Mainte­
;;;cameawaywithnew.~agesQfw:hat1t na,nce);, a,Jld donating kayaks every 
~ ~eans to be brave m the serv1ce of year ··(Austin outdoor Gear and 
:i"oth~r~. Theygrasped!h,elongho~sof Gµide). ~e scouts themselves did 
~• tral.Il1!1g and_ coinim,tmept 11!Clllm.!Ci service work, from , post-Memorial 
~for . all' medical res,cue. They also Day ' trash ... pickup to building six 
t:'.,J.earned ~t modesty com~s naturally sturdy picnic tables you can use when 
s.;t()~yb1gpeople, those bigeno~hto . you next visit Emma Long. t,;eatize how small we all are m the . ·. 
cwgrand scheme of things. . . ·• All we~k, the ~P flag stood ~t . 
,, ·. Asked about his most memorable half-staff m honor of our 40th pres1s 
;:;mission in 11 years with star Flight, dent. Presid~nt Reagan would have , 

McDonald s,aid, simplY, you are only b~n _proud .that. ~o many .Y?ung 
as good as your last flight. His dedi- Am~ricans took flight as· Cltizens 
cation w.as revealed in the detailed during the week he was .flown to his. 
explanations he gave about the crew's eternal rest. And m~y,-adul~ at Em-

". w~rk a:Q.d ab9l!t the helicopter's de- ma Long on the nation:u holiday f~lt 
· sign··ai)d..halidling capabilities. is- · that.spending a day with these.chil-

. jtuive.l was ... asked.. what a. ccident 'had dren w.· as bot!1 a fitttiig pa. tr .. iotic tri~: 
/ ~een the toughest to halidle. He re. . ute to· President . Reagan , a.pd his 
_ .·. J;>-lied that every accident is the hard- greatest farewell gift .to .them. . 

. est one for the .people who love the Palaima is professor ofclassics in the College 

.,persons in danger. . ' .. I ' ' of Liberal Arts at the \Jnlverslcy ofTexas at 

.::: What lessons did the scouts come .Austin. · 


