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I'Intired of trashy politics, 
· andJ worit take it anymore 
F our years ago; I was as}ced to costly and bloody war-:-aka "mission 

write_ a post-m_ ortem on. the 200_ ·o accomplished"~ with no end insight. 
presidential campaign. It ap- The annual federal deficit has hit an 

peared in the Aineriqm-Statesman on • · all-time record. Yet our conservative 
the day after the election and was ti- vice president breezily tells us not to. 
tled "The end of:a:n uninspiring cam- worry. Next year's p_rojected large 
paign." The dr:ama of the florid.a. addition to. the deficit should not be 
vote-count fiasco is what sticks now in record-setting. · · · · 
most of oor minds, but campaign2004 What can we do?· Here is my opin­
has given me queasy fee],ings of deja ion, or rather that of Sam the Lion in 
vu,.sol ch,ecked back, . "The Last Picture Show." We should 

. . Sure enough. all·say firmly his true ri'exan words: 
Unless things . "I've been around that trashy behav'. 

· change.,· cani- ior all :rny life. I'ni getting tired of 
paign 2004 will putting up with it." . · 

· have the sanie Let's accept that a candidate who 
'effects as ··tam- attends elite Yale University and then 
. paign 2000 - the volunteers to serve as-a soldier any­
. rotten taste of . where in Vietnam is a manipulating 
elections run as careerist with":iio serise of duty. Let's 
exercises in ad- . · accept that his later im~assioned tes­

vertising and packaging and· spin; timonybeforec011g'ressionalhearings 
strong (ijvisions encouraged and ex- af a time when even the president of 
ploited among citizens pf different the United States was seeking ways of 
poiitical views, class~s. ages, genders, extracting us from · Vietnam was 
sexualorientations,religions, income cowa,rilly and mjc.omradely. 
levels and regional backgrounds; and Let's accept thatformer Texas Lt. 
pandering to the se]!ish con~en:is of Gov. Ben Barnes is a politically mo-' 

,individual voters · rather than en- . · tivated liar. He-does not now regret· 
· · couraging. thoughts about the. eom'. helping the otp:er candidate, .from the 

mcin good. • ·-. · ·._ . · · · · . · same educational. and social-milieu, 
·. This shawd come as no. surprise,· avoid service. in Vietnam by,joinin~ . 
given that l{afl Rove h,as ma:s,ter- · the Texas Air :National Guard. And -· 

· mfuded the cariipaigri. for. Pre$idenf let's even accept that working state- -
Bush in bi:>th elections. Instead of ex- side on a politjcafoa:rnpaign imdbeing 
ploring the real is~ti:es tllat should grounded for failure. to perform .rou­
conc~rn li!!, we are caught UP in per-. tine National Guard-·duties showed 
sopalityjssues.,Aliyone·remember all courageous respE;Jct for the men being· · · 

,the·.·senselEi~ .. :f.µS$ about Al. Gore's •drafted,· volunteering,· serving arid 
woodenriess?{s}>f.e~idei:itBushreally .. dying in Vietnai'.Il:-: 
µi touch w-itli ,the',working class be- .. · .Finally, letis., .. accept· that flip­
c~us~ he w~,ats-anopen collar, speaks ·flopping with ··the. American people _ 

· EngJishnt;>tsog~o~JmdchopswO<!(l,on . about the motiyes:tor going to war in · 
, ., . . his Cra#9,r,tla.t!,q#h?Is Dick}:;heney -· the ,Middle .East ', snowed ' ,honest 

really sureJ~ri"prlsts will 'att!lck.us if · resolve. · . · 
Ji:,m,. Kenw is eiected? . . · •· · · ' , Let's put aside all ·that trashy stit:ff 

. Is single-mindedness. of vision tli~ and ask the candidates .. and their . 
·mark of'a good leader? Is it firm and · handlers to focus on the real issues, 
unwavering_ deterµiinaticin to see_ We could start withtwo main sets of 
polities tbrough? Or .is it a myo~if qlJ.estions.. · · ·· · · · · · 

· inabilityto UQderstandand adjustto Whatistheeconomicpictureforthe 
· · · coniplex arid changing circumstanc- next decade; factoring in the2011 time 

es? .Is fiip:fiopping .a lack of commit- bomb and the costs of the war in Iraq . 
. menttovalues?.;Or is i~ Ule natural and the "unwinnable" w~rontertor? 
result ()f·a_-,20-year career as a U.S. Wllerearethenewjobscreatedoythe . 
·senator studying.and voting on ~sues . Bush tax-cut 1:rickle. down :going to 

· in a,.ri ~ver~charigmgwoi'ld? . . ..·.. .. .. come from, ~d what sorts of jobs will 
Bac~intheyear2000,1reportedthat tll~y be? How' will we curtai:l the · 

. David Walker, comptroll,er g~neraJ. of deficit1, · 
~e -~nited. Stat~s, an appoiµ!ee of Wbat is the strategy for aii. "end 
~es1d~~~ Reagan~Bus~ and Clinton, · game" in fi'.aq? What will the criteri~ 
l:;l:ad cr1t1cized both candidates f~r n_ot . be for any major commitment. of 
addressm.,g ~ s,taggering econo~~c .· troops and resources elsewhere? Will 
problellls this country would face m Congress have a say, or :will tlli$ re­
year 20-1i, when · the first . baby main a unilateral decision of the 
bponiersr.each,age65. · , · · . · White Hotiset .. · · . · 
. Notpruyhasthat,'s~nothap~~ned · Andlet'salljusfsayno-totrashy - · 
four year,s .·later ,,..:... and .cond1t1ons campaigning. · 
contributing to th~ economic qisaster ·· 

· Walker predicted h.ave only deterio- Paiaima teaches classics in the college of Lib­
rated ·_ but .we now are rulllling a eral Arts atth~·University ofTexas at Austin. 


