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Palaima: I recommend you vote for reality
By Tom Palaima, Regular Contributor tpalaima@sbcglobal.net

Like many other Americans, I have already cast my votes in the local,
state and national elections at an early voting center. My parents worked at
polling stations when I was growing up outside Cleveland, Ohio. The
working-class sons and daughters of immigrant Americans took the right to
vote seriously. They knew how much was at stake for them in elections at all
leve ls .

We are lucky that simple in-person early voting is available in Texas.
It isn't everywhere, although it seems like a no-brainer. As Dr. Victoria
DeFrancesco at the LBJ School of the University of Texas at Austin puts it,
"the issue of insuring early voting and/or mail-in voting is of fundamental
importance to ensuring the right to vote."

Many Americans, rich and poor, cannot be sure of voting on election
day because of the jobs they hold or their family and personal obligations.
Yet 18 states withhold from their citizens the simple insurance of a basic
right.

In Florida, where the bogeymen of hanging chads, broken voting
machines and incorrect voter registration lists still haunt citizens, early
voting days have been reduced from 14 to 8 and the freest day for the
working poor to vote early, a final Sunday, has been eliminated.
Understandably then, large crowds of voters have been reported at early
voting centers. The early voting location at UT Austin's Flawn Academic
Center has been bustling all week.

I cast my vote early for another reason, so that I would not be tempted
to watch, read or listen to any more campaign advertisements or what passes
for analysis of candidates and their positions on cable news networks.
Do so and you will be exposed to two viruses that have invaded our body
politic, educational systems and news organizations and our very lives, the
spin and brand viruses. The chief symptom of infection is our willingness to
be satisfied with pretenses rather than realities, what we are told rather than
w h a t w e k n o w i n o u r h e a r t s .




