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Natural disasersare occurring with increasingfrequency and increased
impacts to communities acrossthe U.Sand the world. Gties and regions
canplanfor disaserresiliengy in numerousways:carefully plannedevac-
uation system plans construction of barriersalong seawalls and changes
in materials usedto ensure lasting construction. Megaregion resiliene
planning is yet to be deermined or outlined

Primary questions include: should resiliene planning be done at the
megaregion level, or should this effort be led by the state? Do connect-
ed MPOshave a vested interest in the recovery or successof MPOsin
typically geographicallyvulnerable locations? This study will include an
evaluation of how MPOs have been affected by natural disasters to-date,
and will identify opportunities to integrate resilieng/ planning into the
MPO planning gcle.

This project will evaluate the economic impact of four natural disasers
that occurredin different megaregions in the U.S within the last decade.
It will assessconomic and demographicimpacts of regions connected
to the region of greatest impact. When a sewere natural disaser event
displacesresiderts, this cancauseunexpected high spikesin population
growth in adjacent metropolitan areasandincreasedstain on the region-
al transpott systems of receiving regions. The deterioration of existing
infrastrudure can set a region behind in achieving strategic objectives
in the case of needingd rehabilitate existing infrastrudure quicker than
plannedfor. The project will develop a proof of concept for an economic
analysisto be conducted at a megaregional scale It will alsosynthesiz
best practicesin transpottation resiliene planning and develop recom-
mendations for the TexasTriangle megaegion. Hurricane Ike Cbservations
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