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Aligning MPO Identities & Priorities 
for Coordinated Development in the 
Texas-Triangle Megaregion
• Megaregional Identity as a Planning Tool
• MPO as a Regional Planning Capacity
• Overlapping MPO Concerns, Goals & Priorities



Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan for the TX 
Triangle
Elisabeth Altazan • SUMP is a strategic plan process for 

mobility developed in Europe

• Builds on existing plans

• Encourages collaboration across sectors, 
participation, and improving quality of 
life

• Poly-SUMP methodology for polycentric 
regions

• Texas Triangle context: scale, size, 
governance structures, and planning 
cultures



Bicycle Highway in the TX Triangle 
Megaregion 
• Case studies:

• 1. RijnWaalpad in Randstad region of 
Netherlands

• 2. Velobahn or RS1 in Rhine-Ruhr 
region of Germany

• Texas placement
• Growing population and high 

population density
• Existing bicycle infrastructure

• Create stronger connections 



Viability of P3 Model for Transit Oriented Parks

• Review of parks and 
transportation systems plans

• Regional cooperation, integration 
of goals between parks and 
transportation, and current 
financing mechanisms

• Austin: indicates strong 
integration of goals and 
substantial reliance on P3 
funding



Title
From Commutes to Megaregional Development in Texas

Introduction:

Megaregion, known as a new scale in geography, has been experiencing significant discussions in the planning 
field. Some observers viewed the emergence of “megaregions” as a phenomenon for granted, while others 
emphasized on the importance and necessity of “megaregional” planning. 

By conducting exhaustive analyses of the Census multi-year county-to-county commuting flows, my term 
project targets providing compelling evidence-based assessments and further recognition regarding:
1. Economic geography of Texas;
2. Trends of mega-agglomeration in Texas;
3.   The existence and development of Texas Triangle as a large-scale “megaregion”. 

The results are supposed to inform the decisions of policymakers and urban planners representing numerous 
initiatives from economic development to transportation planning in Texas, and to prepare them for both 
challenges and opportunities in megaregional planning.  



Making a Public Space that Fits the 
Community: Planning for an HSR Station in 
Rural Texas

• Recent successes with Texas Central HSR Line mean that an HSR 
station in Rural Texas is likely to be built 

• Rural HSR Stations present unique challenges, especially in 
meeting local needs

• What might this process look like? 
• How do we better create stations in non-major cities and rural 

areas?
• Cases: Njimegen Rail Station (not HSR), Rotterdam Centraal, Gilroy, 

CA, and NYC Plaza Program



Policies and Practices for Regionally 
Coordinated Brownfield Development in the 
Texas Triangle Megaregion
• Brownfield development at its best can provide environmental 

services, economic development, multimodal connectivity, and 
regional cohesion. 

• Preliminary findings reveal shortfalls within U.S. policies and dearth 
of research at State and Regional scales 

• Case Study Subjects 
• Buffalo Bayou Park; Texas, United States
• Emscher Landscape Park; Northern Westphalia, Germany  



Measuring the TOD Potential of Texas Triangle Station Areas by Developing a Node-
Place Typology Comparison to the Randstad Megaregion
Erasmo Cantu, Community & Regional Planning

Utrecht Centraal Station

Rotterdam Centraal Station

Den Haag Centraal Station

Amsterdam Centraal Station



Thank you for tuning in!


