
 

 

 

Exceptional Densification and 
Resulting Mode Shifts in the US 

and Canada 

Jake Wegmann 
December 2019 

 

 

 

A publication of the USDOT Tier 1 Center:  

Cooperative Mobility for Competitive Megaregions   

At The University of Texas at Austin  
 

  

  
  

  



 

DISCLAIMER: The contents of this report reflect the views of the authors, who are 

responsible for the facts and the accuracy of the information presented herein. This 

document is disseminated in the interest of information exchange. The report is funded, 

partially or entirely, by a grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s University 

Transportation Centers Program. However, the U.S. Government assumes no liability 

for the contents or use thereof.



i 

Technical Report Documentation Page 

1. Report No. CM2-81 2. Government Accession 

No.  

  

3. Recipient’s Catalog No. 

ORCID: 0000-0001-5553-2395 

4. Title and Subtitle  

Exceptional Densification and Resulting Mode Shifts in the 

US and Canada 

5. Report Date 

December 2019  

6. Performing Organization Code  

7. Author(s)  

Jake Wegmann 

8. Performing Organization Report No. 

CM2-81 

9. Performing Organization Name and Address  

The University of Texas at Austin 

School of Architecture  

310 Inner Campus Drive, B7500 

Austin, TX 78712  

10. Work Unit No. (TRAIS)  

11. Contract or Grant No. 

USDOT 69A3551747135  

12. Sponsoring Agency Name and Address  

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Federal Transit Administration 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and 

Technology, UTC Program 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

13. Type of Report and Period Covered 

Technical Report conducted September 

2022 – August 2023  

14. Sponsoring Agency Code  

15. Supplementary Notes  

Project performed under a grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s University Transportation 

Center’s Program. 

16. Abstract  

Planners in the United States and Canada should stop defending single-family zoning, the single most harmful 

widely used practice in planning. In the century since first adoption, it has exacerbated both inequality and 

climate change. Land use regulations that make a singly occupied, detached house on a large parcel the only 

allowable option should be replaced, wherever they exist, with new rules that allow medium-density, or 

“Missing Middle,” housing to be built by right. These changes should be applied broadly at the scale of an 

entire city or, best of all, a state, rather than piecemeal. Encouraging recent events in Minneapolis (MN), 

Oregon, and elsewhere show that single-family zoning is being seriously challenged for the first time, but more 

progress is needed. 

17. Key Words  

climate crisis, Missing Middle housing, single-family detached housing, 

single-family zoning, wealth inequality 

 

18. Distribution Statement 

No restrictions.  

19. Security Classif. (of report) 

Unclassified  

20. Security Classif. (of this page) 

Unclassified  

21. No. of pages  

7  

22. Price  

 

Form DOT F 1700.7 (8-72) Reproduction of completed page authorized   
















