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BLACK WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE 
EXPERIENCES CAN’T BE ORGANIZED OR 
FOUGHT FOR AROUND AN ISSUE!

“There is no thing as a single-issue struggle because 
we do not live single-issue lives.”
― Audre Lorde



OURSTORY

The Afiya Center is women centered organization and our mission is 
to serve marginalized black women and girls transforming their 
relationship with their sexual and reproductive health by addressing 
the consequences of reproductive oppression.  Our work is 
accomplished by developing programs to educate, bring awareness 
to and advocating for economic growth, reproductive rights, health 
disparities that include  HIV for black and all marginalized women.  
We envision a world where ALL Women will have the achievement 
of their full social justice and human rights ending reproductive 
oppression. 



TEXAS BLACK WOMEN RISE UP!

The fight for Reproductive Freedoms in 
Texas is a vicious war being fought that have 
seen some battles won…but they are few 
and in between.  Black women are often the 
targeted conversation piece but seldom the 
conversation leader.  This is not acceptable 
you can’t expect to win a war waged on a 
people in their communities by people 
outside of their communities…the result will 
be some small battles won…few and in 
between.



LET’S 
TALK!

To be a Black woman in Texas you are at the highest risk of:

• Working and living in poverty with some higher education

• Inquiring an HIV diagnosis and dying from that diagnosis than your other 
counter parts in the state

• Experiencing an unintended pregnancy with lesser access to resources to seek 
timely reproductive healthcare and make an informed non coerced choice that 
is inclusive of an abortion

• Being at risk of dying within the first year of giving birth than your counterparts

• Working for a Reproductive Rights, health, or Justice organization for women 
who do not look like and will experience some form of micro-aggression 
daily… 



CAN WE TALK…NO 
FOR REAL!

• THE EVERYDAY LIVED EXPERIENCE 
OF BLACK WOMEN BRING AN 

ELEMENT OF EXPERTISE THAT CAN 
CHANGE SET THE WORLD ON IT 

AXLE…WHEN YOU COMBINE THAT 
WITH OUR EARNED EDUCATION… 

THIS ALL OF THIS IS OUR STORY!



WE WORK WITH TRADITIONAL NEWLY ALLIED ORGANIZATIONS IN CREATING 
SAFER SPACES FOR BLACK WOMEN INTERNALLY AND EXTERNALLY?

Work to locate and overcome 
internalized biases that might be leading 

us to make certain judgments on 
people’s reproductive decisions. 

Take part in work that moves beyond a 
rights framework and takes on 

dismantling systemic economic, racial, 
and gender oppression. For instance, 

working to remove the Hyde 
Amendment from the budget so that 

people can have better access to 
abortion, or pushing for a livable wage 

for all people. 

Learning how to provide culturally 
competent care. Many people of color 
have negative experiences when trying 

to access healthcare – language barriers, 
lack of cultural understanding, 

judgement and stigma – which then 
makes it harder for them to access 

healthcare in the future. 



WHAT DO YOU DO…

My advocacy mentor spoke the most prolific words to me ever 
spoken to me…I had become very frustrated when during a period 
shortly before the election of then Senator Barack Obama.  I was 
frustrated…it seemed that there was an expectation placed upon 
oppressed people to end oppression…I wanted to see this played 
out differently but didn’t see it in my say…”He said when you don’t 
see what you want create it”  



WHY REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

• Choice doesn’t adequately deal with 
the complexities of the lives of 
black women and other women of 
color.



CHANGE THE 
NARRATIVE IN 
TEXAS!





REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE IS THE COMPLETE PHYSICAL, 
MENTAL, SPIRITUAL, POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND 
ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF WOMEN AND GIRLS, 
BASED ON THE FULL ACHIEVEMENT AND PROTECTION 
OF WOMEN AND GIRLS HUMAN RIGHTS. Reproductive 
Justice as the human right to have children, not have 
children, and parent the children we have in safe and 
healthy environments. Over the years, we have expanded RJ 
to include the human right to bodily autonomy from any 
form of reproductive oppression.



WHAT DOES CHANGING 
THE NARRATIVE LOOK LIKE 
IN REAL TIME?:
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