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Cartographer: Danielle Zaleski, GRG 356T Spring 2025
Projection: UTM Zone 14N (Austin maps), NAD 1983 State Plane
    Texas Central (Texas reference map)
Data sources: City of Austin, UT Institute for Geophysics, census.gov
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Po p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  c an  
he lp  u s  de t e rmine  the  
sou rce  o f  m ic rop l a s t i c s  
po l l u t i on .  H ighe r  popu l a -
t i on  dens i t y  l i k e l y  means  
tha t  more  was t e  i s  m i s -
managed ,  end ing  up  in  
the  Co lo r ado  R ive r.

Many  c r e e k s  l e ad  in to  
the  Co lo r ado  R ive r.  
Any th ing  tha t  i s  c ap tu red  
by  Aus t in  c r eek s  (po l l u t -
an t s ,  f o r  examp le )  i s  
depos i t ed  in to  the  Co lo -
r ado  R ive r,  mak ing  i t  
v e ry  su s cep t ib l e  t o  
con tamina t i on .

A lmos t  a l l  o f  Aus t in ʼ s  
downtown a rea  ha s  
i m p e r v i o u s  c o v e r ,  wh i ch  
a r e  human-made  su r f a ce s  
tha t  do  no t  a l l ow flu id s  
t o  infi l t r a t e .  Inc rea sed  
runoff re su l t s  i n  more  
po l l u t an t s  be ing  t r ans -
po r t ed  in to  t r i bu t a r i e s  
and  l ake s .

In  a  f a s t - g row ing  met ro  a r ea  such  a s  Aus t in ,  
Texa s ,  m i c rop l a s t i c  po l l u t i on  i s  an  eve r - g row-
ing  conce rn  to  env i ronmenta l  and  human 
hea l th .  Mic rop l a s t i c s  (fibe r s  and  f r agment s ,  
<5mm) were  found  in  s ed iment  a l l  a l ong  the  
Co lo r ado  R ive r,  i n  va ry ing  abundance s .
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