
Volume a

 

     Professi

concerned

training in 

developme

researcher

expressed 

The Univer

     Professi

times a yea

Austin, TX 

informatio

     Copyrig

Research.  

     ISSN: 10

 URL: www

Jou

Article 

Auth

and Issue Num

Manuscri

Page Num

ional Developm

 with publishin

the field of so

ent and contin

rs, and to prom

in this journal 

rsity of Texas a

ional Developm

ar (Spring and 

78712.  Journa

on regarding su

ht © by The U

All rights rese

097‐4911 

w.profdevjourn

urnal: 
Profe
The I

Title:  From

hor(s):  Kath

mber:  Vol. 1

pt ID:  1510

mber:  3 

Year:  2012

ment: The Inte

ng scholarly an

cial welfare.  T

uing social wo

mote discussion

are solely thos

at Austin’s Scho

ment: The Inte

Winter) by the

al subscription

ubmission of pu

niversity of Te

rved.  Printed 

nal.org      

From

essional Deve
nternational 

m the Editor 

erine Selber

15  No. 1 

003 

2 

rnational Journ

nd relevant arti

The aims of the

rk education, t

n that represen

se of the contr

ool of Social W

rnational Journ

e Center for So

s are $110. Ou

ublications and

xas at Austin’s

in the U.S.A. 

m the Editor

elopment:  
Journal of Co

nal of Continui

icles on contin

e journal are to

to foster under

nts a broad spe

ributors and do

Work or its Cent

nal of Continui

ocial and Behav

ur website at w

d subscriptions

s School of Soc

 

r 

ontinuing Soc

ing Social Wor

uing education

o advance the s

rstanding amo

ectrum of inte

o not necessar

ter for Social a

ing Social Wor

vioral Research

www.profdevjo

s.   

ial Work’s Cen

Email: ww

cial Work Edu

k Education is 

n, professional

science of prof

ong educators, 

rests in the fie

rily reflect the p

nd Behavioral 

k Education is 

h at 1 Universit

ournal.org cont

nter for Social a

ww.profdevjou

cation 

a refereed jou

l development

fessional 

practitioners, 

eld.  The opinio

policy position

Research. 

published two

ty Station, D35

tains additiona

and Behavioral

urnal.org/cont

urnal 

t, and 

and 

ons 

ns of 

o 

500 

al 

l 

act 



From the Editor 
 
 

 
 

Introduction to the Special Edition 
     Helping this generation of troops and veterans 
make a successful transition from the battlefields 
of Iraq and Afghanistan and into the civilian 
world is a crucial issue for social workers and 
other health and human service professionals. 
With over 2 million military personnel returning 
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, military 
drawdown and budget cuts, and evidence mount-
ing of numerous challenges many veterans face, 
the issue of working to help these warriors make 
a successful transition is one of the most im-
portant challenges facing our field and communi-
ties today. However, it will require more than 
increased educational benefits to help ensure that 
our veterans are successful in making this transi-
tion and succeeding on our college campuses and 
in the community in civilian jobs. To address this 
challenge requires an understanding of who our 
troops and veterans are and where they have been. 
In addition, communities, human service organi-
zations, and universities must respond by devel-
oping supportive services in a variety of areas 
including mental health, health, legal, education, 
peer-to-peer, adaptive sports, housing, substance 
abuse, and special supportive employment ser-
vices. Helping this generation of veterans transi-
tion into the community is one of the most im-
portant challenges facing our nation today.    
     The data on veterans’ needs have been chroni-
cled and continue to unfold. To date, over 2 mil-
lion troops have been deployed in these opera-
tions, and over half a million have been released 
from active duty after deployment requiring tran-
sition services. Over 42,000 soldiers have been 
wounded, many with multiple traumatic injuries 
requiring interdisciplinary treatment, and over 
5,000 have been killed.  Geographic mobility and 
separations, multiple and long deployments, and 
signature injuries such as Minimal and Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI) from incidents of improvised 
explosive devices (IED) contribute to difficulties 
for the soldier transitioning home. A hallmark 
2008 Rand study found that among the 17% of 
returning soldiers identified with post-traumatic 

stress disorder (PTSD) symptoms, many reported 
being concerned that seeking services would pos-
sibly stigmatize them, and this continues to be a 
challenge. These needs, coupled with challenges 
of access to existing care, infrastructure that is not 
adequate to the surge of veterans needing assis-
tance, long-term health care implications, contin-
ued issues regarding adequate peer-to-peer ser-
vices, and evidence that the stigma of receiving 
care is still an existing barrier to using services, 
are factors that will challenge our field for the 
next two decades. 
     These factors have profound implications for 
the education of our professionals who will serve 
this population and for national, state, and local 
staff of veteran-serving organizations. This spe-
cial issue helps address the need for more focus 
on our veterans and their stories of transition 
back, as well as efforts to help them be success-
ful. We sit at a historical intersection of the mili-
tary, higher education, and social work practice at 
a time of great national challenge. We have been 
a nation at war for over a decade. Those sent to 
fight are now returning, and our work to help the-
se warriors make this transition back is only just 
beginning. 
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