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- Starting at ages 5-6, children can identify the Condition A Condition B Condition C Three books were created with the same general - While there are no significant differences in reading
moral content of fictional stories with minimal lot and moral lesson, but varied slightly to comprehension based on condition, there were
1 y Peyton McGee wants to be Peyton Mouse wants to be " N P y ghtiyto also no significant difference between moral
prompting .2 Title Tall Bi Peyton Mighty gets Tin implement fantasy elements A, B, or C. Likewise, all 5 L
Jtal -Bia . N L comprehension scores and conditions A, B, or C.
— — - - illustrations were created with similar poses and
- Previous research indicates children are less Fietion Type Realistic Animal Impossible backgrounds to minimize undue differences that - There was o correlation between baseline
likely to understand moral lessons in stories Variables Human characters Fantasy characters Human characters could alter the plot or moral content. . o .
ith anth hii imal ch 1, th Manipulated Normal events (animals) Fantasy events magical thinking and moral comprehension,
with anthropomorphic animal characters than Normal events (superpowers) . . . meaning children’s belief in fantastical objects does
human characters 3 4 5 Participants met with a researcher for a 30-minute " L
X - not affect critical thinking.
Zoom session, where the researcher and participant
- Some resealtch on chlldrgn s reading v(;entltthrough a Qualttrlf:s Zutr';/eyf/ t:l)gelther. Each - Children are more interested in fantasy than
p[)eferences llnglcbﬁtei]Ch"dfen fil)TEfobeOKS . uattrics survey contained the following: realistic book covers, indicating an inherent interest
about animals 4, but this is conflated by researcl in f
A > e . Sample page . — in fantasy
suggesting children prefer realistic stories & for . Magical Thinking Assessment
P ?;;;‘;a;;sm Peyton is in elementary school. Every Peyton goes to Animal Elementary School. Peyton goes to school at the Superhero Academy. It Il. One of three picture books (A, B, or C) and its \_ )
- No research has compared different fantasy for moming, Daddy McGee takes Peyton to vy moring, Dady Mouso ks Poytn o 10 r s i sprponers. Evry oy . | hensi i > =
N . ! gty Dad ies Peyton 1o school,and every
differences in adolescent moral understanding, S e e s et on e N o e e Seen strorirey e oo e n o moral comprehension questions Fut Di i
i 1 home. Peyton is in Ms. Mendel's class, in Ms. Sheep’s class, where [he/she] loves to eylon is in Super Teacher’s class, where [he/she] L
Such as human characters and'lmpossmle where [he/she] loves to leam with all the Ioar it a tho over anmals [hisher] age. e b e Dﬁ‘;"mgl,m"ms“;';:jw b IIl. Fiction Preferences Survey uture irections
setting (e g. superpowers maglc) other kids [his/her] age. But, the one thing But, the one thing Peyton hasn't learned is how one thing Peyton hasn' leamed is how o be tal
o~ ’ . Peyton hasn'tleamed is how to be tall. to getbig.

Including more moral comprehension questions could
create a greater range of moral comprehension scores.
This may find statistically significant differences not
apparent in this study.
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I. Magical Thinking Assessment
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Hypotheses
Polls on children’s interest in literature could

differentiate between stories and nonfiction, such as an
animal fact book instead of an animal story. This could
show if children’s interest in animal stories is due to the
fantasy of talking animals or an interest in animals as a
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. Children in condition C (impossible fantasy)
will have higher moral comprehension
scores on average than children in

Realistc (4—
participants)

- Participants were asked to categorize
objects as “real” or “pretend’.

- Participants were surveyed for

Object enjoyment of picture book and

- Magical thinking score = # of objects Eves  Farss  Gems Memaids Oxygen  Sama ToothFary Viamins asked to select a book cover with biect.
condition B (animal fantasy). labelled ‘real” (8 points possible) the same title, but artwork subject.
- n=41,M=505 SD=155 Pretend % % 1% 10 62 corresponding to study conditions \_ J
A ) i et i - No significant correlation between Real %M 40 6 40 31 24 39 - Participants were more interested
2. Children in condition A (realistic) will score magical thinking score and moral in fantasy covers than realistic
the highest moral comprehension scores on comprehension, r=-141and p =379 1 LT B B B oo, 'I"dmles innate interest in )
. fantasy elements.
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