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Summary and 
Conclusions

• The contrast beam is the 
starting point of  the serial 
search  
•The contrast beam increases 
search ceiling 
•Exhaustive search ceiling at 3 
seconds
•Visual contrast is a good 
mediator of  visual attention 
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Methods
Participants were asked to determine if  the target 

was present or absent in a series of  400 trials, 
separated into 4 sequences with a 1 second ISI 
between trials. Participants were free viewing. 

Trials included targets that were close, midway, 
and far away from the beam. 
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When participants were exhaustively 
searching for an absent target, their 
reaction times increased with the 
presence of  the beam. It possibly 
served as a distractor during a more 
organized serial search.

The difference in slope is consistent 
with existing visual search literature.

There were no significant differences when 
the target was centered compared to off-
centered (within beam) or close.


