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Monad N oi r':-

WHORE AT THE CA R. 

O NE FULL STOP AT T HIRTY E 1c1-1T. 

ZUKO FSK IFI ED 

OR MLIRDFRF.D ' 

f'ersicos odi, /7U er, apparatus, 
disp licent nexae philyra coronae; 
mi/le sectari, rosa quo locorum 

sera moretur. 
simplici myrto nihil adlabores 
sedulus cura: neque te ministrum 
dedecet myrtus neque me su /J arta 

vite bibentem. 

Percy's co us' o.d.'ed. Poor works. 

Vice police and next a fill y of a coroner, 
mildl y sexed . Harry Rose, a coy loca l, run 

s a room for ren ter 
s, implies murder. Ne il at the lab hurri es, 
sa id , "You' ll use a current inquest team in hi s TR, Hmmm)" 

Dead . A kid . And murders knot me. Interna l constrictions. 
A quick drink ends 'em. 

No tes ad hoc and ad homicidium) 

f-lorati Car. 1.38: The m ise en scene is a good example of 
Z ukofsk ian Pyth agorea n upsilonian-or in this case psian­
tr;111 slar ion cho ices. Afte r jump-currin g to the hero's arrival a t the 
scene, a Hell' s Kirchen-type a rea where streetwa lkers ex pect that 
any passing, pausing, and unmarked ca r contains a john , rather 
th an a dick, we confront " 1.38." I have chosen "One full stop at 
thirty eight," uslllg the old teleg raphic code, evoca ti ve of the film 
noi r '30s, '40s, and '50s, fo r the sym bol "." Herc "full stop" sta nds 
for the dea th being investigated. Another aven ue would have been 
to read the phrase as "O ne period a t 38," i. e. , one episode in the 

,:. Ocdic;itcd to Douµ.la ss P;nkcr w ith :tpologics to Colin Dexter, J\11.orsc, :1 11d Thaw. 
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detec ti ve's life, specifi ca ll y when he is thirty-eight. Or stretching 

the orig in:11 to h:we 38 stand for 38 th uel si111., one could have used 

the second number as a des ig nat io n for Thirty-Eighth Street in 

New Yo rk C ity where nea r the ex it from the Lincoln Tunnel low­

class hookers ha ng out for the ca r trade fro m New Jersey . 

. I Read apparatus as 111 Eng li sh , a s a sy no nym for " works," slang 

fo r the paraphernalia used for a drug fix . 

. 6 TR=toxicity report . 

. 7 T:1ke uite as in Frenc h, use the root /Jib for a drink (sho rtened 

a nd thereb y quickened ), and read en/em as it sort of sounds (a nd 
fittingly ends the constricti o ns and the poem). The overa ll effec t is 

o f an eastern Euro pean poetic Manches ter Guardian crossword 

puzzle. 

By th e end , you should understand that o ur hero, the narrator , is a 

38-ye;1r-old ho mi cide detect ive ca lled 111 to work the case of a 

young junki e who di ed of a dru g overdose. Routine and 

straightforward until H a rry Rose ... 

Thomas C. Palai111a 
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