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" Kn02 Tn316 " 

"One of th e most cont rovers ia l of th e P y los t a blet s is Tn 316 1
• I ts import ance as evidence 

for Myce naean religion has been di scussed in many books and art icles, an d it has a lso 
been int erpr eted as evidence for a state of emerge ncy at P ylos. "2 

"To celebrate a rit e is to do som ething. Th ere is nothin g mor e diffi cult than im ag i­
nin g how som ethin g is don e without going to see it . Th e spat ia l d istr ibut ion of ac tor s 
and act ion s, the layo ut of th e spa ce itse lf, t he unfoldin g and orga niz at ion of th e series 
of movement s, t he at mo sph ere and geogra phy of th e rit e - all are critica l."'1 

" [\l\l]e have virtu a lly no discus sion by an y anc ient writ er of why templ es were built 
in t he form t hey were, why anim als were sac rifi ced in th e way they were, or why certai n 
object s were dedicat ed to th e gods and not ot hers. Any attempt to ma ke sense of a ll t his 
inform at ion must impo se a fr a mewor k from t he out side."~ 

vVhen we tr y to int erpret Py los tab let Tn 316 , we a re face d wit h a ll of t he normal 
probl ems that we have in int erpret ing evidence (iconographica l, arc haeo logica l , t extua l , 
epigra ph ica l) for ancient religion. In try ing to und ersta nd what kind of do cum ent Tn 316 
is and why it was writt en a nd what it te lls us abo ut hist ori ca l, economic , socia l, politi ca l 
and religious conditi ons, pra cti ces and act iviti es cont emporar y wit h it s being writt en , 
we need to esta b lish a prop er int erpr et ive cont ext and to reconstru ct th e message which 

1 Th ere is a long and ri ch biblio graphy on t he subj ect of Py los tab let Tn 316 . culmin at ing rece nt ly 
wit h A. f:,A<'l'O;sl. "La t a ,·olett a di Pilo Tn 3 lfi : l:na registraz ione di earrat ere eeceziona le? '·. 8 tudirs C'had ­
u·itk. p. 55 1- 5,36: R . . J. BL T K . ··i\'lyce naea n Hum a n Sac rifi ce" . Mino s 24 (1989). p. 131 137: .T. l3L0\ 1Qn ST. 

·•Till to lknin gen a ,· PY Tn :310·•. Jl!l1.isr11,m Tu,sculanum 57 (1987 ). p. 50- 60 : D. D. H n: HES, Human Sacrij~­
rr in .-1 ncien t Greece ( 199 1 ). p. 199- 202: a nd M. S. RL'IP l~1u:z & .J, L. l\h :u ::-;A, L os griegos micenicos (1990), 
p. l93 l9fi. Th e centra l st udy of t,he pin a<-olog ica l deta ils of t he ta blet a nd its compo sit ion is: E. L. BE;s­
;sETT. Jr .. ·'P U -RO vacant (PY Tn 3lfi .7 10. v. 13- .16)" . C'olloqiiiuin J!lycenaeum . p. 221- 23-!. I t shou ld be 
t he st a rtin g point for a ny a nd a ll di scuss ion of Tn 316 and shou ld be read with grea t ca re. 1 wish to thank 
here C. ,J. Ruij gh. A. f:,acconi. a nd .J. L. i\le lena for d iscuss ing with me in Sa lzb urg elements of t he t ext a nd 
its intNp retat ion. a nd for a lert ing me to ar t icles l had ove r loo ked. M.y t hinkin g abo ut Tn 316 in a se rious 
,my owes mu ch to d isc-uss ions wit h Stefa n Hill er , Sig rid Dege r-J aJkotzy a nd Oswa ld P a nag l in a Konv er ­
sato riu111 on i\lycenaea n ep igrap hy a nd text ua l int erp retat ion whic-h T offe red at th e U nivers ity of Sa lzbu rg 
in fa ll 1992 durin g my term as Fu lbri ght Gastprofessor. l have a lso benefitt ed from discuss ing t he t ext with 
th e fa culty a nd st udents of t he U ni Yersiti es of Uppsala a nd Lund. J t ha nk ,Jim \ iVright fo r givin g me an 
ea rlier draft a nd updated pa ge proo fs of his impo r ta nt paper on i\Jinoa n-:\lycenaea n drink ing rit ua l (infra 
n. 17). Emm ett L. Be nnett. ,Jr .. prov ided me with t he latest rea din gs of Tn 316 a nd a lso rea d a n a,11 bu t 
compl ete version of t his r a r er in late Der-embe r 1995. 1 a m respon sible, of course. fo r a ny shortco min gs that 
rema in herein . Th e reader is kind ly rPqu este d to rea d t his p aper with t he trxt a nd comm enta ry of PTT 1, 
p. :Z3::h!36. at ha nd (fig. 7) . 

2 L B . .\U IBA('H. "An E xa min at ion of t he E vide nce for a State of Em ergency at P y los c. 1200 B.C.·' , 
Res Jlll~ycenaeae. p. 33. On t he ev ide nce for a state of emergency . see a lso J. T. H ooK 1m , "Th e End of Py los 
a nd t he Li nea r B E, ·idence" . SMK l 23 (J982). p. 209 217. 

" ,J.-L. DL'ILnD. "R itua l as Inst rum enta lity " . Cuisine of Sacnffr:e .+mong the Greeks (M. Dic:T11,::-;\ 1•: el 
al. ed .. 1989). p. lJ 9. 

' R. Os 1mH\ I•:. (,'lassical Landsca p e 1cith F'igm·es: Th e Ancien t Greek City and I ts C'oiintryside (1987). 
p, [ (j5, 
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the scrib e was reco rd ing for t he indi, ,idual s who would e,·ent ua lly be makin g refer ence 
to the text, mo st likely him se lf and /or oth er admin istraton\ Thi s necessa rily invok es 
us in propo sing hypoth eses about the parti cu la r histo rical circum sta nces and condition s 
und er whi ch th e t ext was written and a bout Mycenaea n religious pra ct ices. general and 
sr ecific0

. In st ud ying Tn 316 - and ind eed a ll the Pylo s t ablet s - we must keep in mind 
that it dat es from th e administrativ e period of t he final dest nwtion of t he P a lace of 
Kestor a nd t hen vvonder whether th e tab let is "except iona l" in natur e a nd refe rs to an_'i· 
ext raordinar y act ivit ies or pro cedur es that fa ll und er th e headin g of "stat e of 
emergency' ·. Tn 316 a lso invoh ·es us in qu est ions or probl ems of met hod and in terp re­
tat ion pertainin g to such top ics as human sac rifi ce. th e hiera rchy a nd re lat irn standing 
or rank ing of divini tie s wit hin a cultur e in general and durin g a specific ceremonial event. 
and the exact nat ure of offer ings to parti cula r div ini t ies. 

Diffi culti es are a lso caused by assumpt ions made about t he nat ure and importan ce 
of the docum ent Tn 316 itse lf and about t he mann er of it s execution. Assump t ions have 
been mad e about Tn 316 not being a "fa ir copy t ext". abo ut its "untid y execution " and 
its "unfini shed state ". about its being th e "most disgra ceful pi ece of handwritin g to have 
come down to us" ' and eve n its containin g near t he end t he oth erwi se unp ara lleled use 
of "ge neri c" or "filler '· ideogr am s. to which th e scrib e resort ed eith er beca use th e text 
had to be writt en so hast ily or beca use he simp ly tir ed of the ta sk of record ing infor ­
mation specifica lly'\ Obviou sly we can only interpret the cont ent s of such a tab let 
reaso nably secure ly a nd reco nstruct t he eYent s to which it refers. if we und erstand what 
t he or igina l purpo se of t he text was and why and how it was writt en . 

I wish here to empha size that we must interpret Tn 316 within it s prop er arc hiva l 
context and espec ia lly within the work of H-14, to which scrib e anoth er tab let is ass ig­
ned: Fr 1223 from oil sto reroom 23 in t he P alace of Nestm·n_ rt is a lso imp ortant to int er-

·' Sin ce t llC' --a uclicnee·• for whom any part inil a r Lin car B tabl et ,ms \nitt en wou ld und erstand th e 
occas ion and pu rpo se of t he do eum ent a nd th e ba ckg rnund to it. g i\·en t ext s or g roup s of t ex t s a re often 
fru stratin g ly short ha nd . On t he "encoded ·· natur- e a nd ··text pra g mat ica1·· aspeuts of Lin ea r B tab lets. cf. 
.J. C'HAD\YH 'K , '·Th e Use oL\l yce naean Do cunwnt s as Hi stor ica l E\ ·iclenee ··. ( 'olloqu iu111 M.IJCenaewn . p. 21- 33: 
a nd 0. P .AXA<:L. ·'Text ua l F ea ture s in th e Lin ea r B T ab lets ... Colloqu ii trn1'f1 ycenaeim1. p. 3 1:3- 322. esp. p. 3 1+ 
on th e "pr esupp osition s' ' of, in t h is case . t he wri ter of a message to an a udien ce in a g i\·en soe ia l co nt ext. 

G It is a spec ia l prob lem wit h t he Li near B tab let s to kn ow to wh at de gree we ca n gen era lize the infor ­
mat ion whi ch indi v idu a l ta b lets or ser ies of tab let s from one or severa l s ites offe r abo ut a parti cula r sub ­
jec t. Thi s prnb lem lies at t he cent er of a ll of t he e \·iclenue for t he ·'s tat e of em ergen<.:y·' h,vpot hes is : e.g .. to 
what deg ree ar e pr oce dur e,; such as t hose reflec ted in th e c·ollrct ion of ka-ko na-ici-jo on PY ,Jn 829 regular 
a nd rnut ine. or spec ia l a nd extraordinary . C f. T. U. PAL..\1.\1 ..\. '·T he Las t D ays of t he Pylo s Po lit,v··. Polit eia 

(W. -D. ?\JE\rElEH eel .. 1995) rAegaewn 12J. p. fi2ii. 
• J . C H..\ll \\ WK. 'l'he ,J/1.ycenaean World ( 1976). p. 8!)- !.J2. esp . p. 90: '°K ot onl_,· is it a n iso lated do t;u­

men t . with no similar ones to mat ch it: it is a lso th e mo st d isg race ful pie ce of ha ndwritin g to ha.\'e come 
down to us .... Th e eas ies t exp la nation of th is muddl e is t ha t th e writer was tryin g to reco rd th e dec is ions 
of a n unu sua lly stormy m eet ing . But why d id he no t mak e a fa ir copy for sto rage in t he a rchi\ ·es a nd co n­
s ign th is dr aft to ob liv ion ? Th e mo st like ly answe r is t hat he had no time: and t hat wou ld ma ke sen sr if t he 
tab let were wriU en within th e last few da ys. perh a ps t,hc last few hour s , of t he ex istenl'C' of the p a la ce . As 
we sha ll see late r . t his supp os ition fit s we ll with what litt le we know about t he fa ll o f P ~rlos ... T he idea that 
Tn 316 is th e produut of notes t a ken at a meetin g a~ de<:isions wer e be ing prnpo sed. con sidered. made and 
e \·en cha nged is ma int a ined by Chadwick in di sc uss ion in Coltoquiwn ,J/1.ycenaewn . p . 23+ : ' ·Th e co mpli cated 
stor~r of thi s tab let can on l,v be clue to un ce rt a int y on t he p a rt oftlt e sc rib e abo ut th e exac:t fo rm of his t ext. 
it look s mu ch mor e like t he jo ttin gs of a sec ret ary listen ing to th e di sc uss ion of' a (;Qmmi ttee a nd try inir to 
reco rd t he dec is ion s rcar hed fo llow ing a \·a riety of ·uggcst ions. ·· 

~ J. C ~1.~ll11·1c-K. L inear Band R elated Scrip ts ( 1987) . p. ,lc:3: "Ea ch cle it_v is rece ivin g a go ld \·esse l. a nd 
sin ce th ere a re no less than thi rt ee n of them . t hi :s ca n ha rd ly be a reg ular ritua l. T he sc rib e bega n h_v dra ­
wing eac h cup d iffe rent ly . but as he went on he t ired of th is a nd used a simpl e con\ ·cnt iona l out line.·· 

" F or a d isc ussion of t he tab lets of Hanel-!-!. cf. Scrib es Pylo s. p. 108- 1 lO. 
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p ret t he text in relat ion to t he full er body of pre ser rnd recor ds and t he ev ide nce they 
prov ide for an inte rn a l burea ucrat ic tab let ehro nology wit hin t he P a lace of Nestor 
a rchi\ ·es. Th e P y los ta blet:-; were not wri tte n simul ta neously. nor were t hey de livered to 
and pro cesse d wit hin t he centra l Archi\ ·es Roo ms at t he same moment. I have a rgued 
elsewhere fr om find eontexts a nd ta blet cont ents t hat Tn 316 was not the fin a l t ablet 
writte n or delivered to t he main a rchiva l p rocess ing cente r of t he Pa lace of Nesto r. a nd 
t hat ot her tab lets and series were br ought to t he Centra l Archives afte r Tn 316 had been 
rece i,·ed t here a nd filed as a n accep tab le record 111

• 

H ere I sha ll con cen trate on t he te xt ua l history of Tn 316 an d e\·ent ua lly con cen­
tr ate on key deta ils of t he text - how it ca me to be writte n. what its sc ribe H44 was 
try ing to reco l'd . why he recor ded what he d id . and why he chose to write on a ta blet of 
t his condit ion - in an effor t to und erst a nd m ore full y how t he te xt has come to be inte r ­
pr eted and how we might impro ve our und ersta ndi ng of it as a cent ra l pie ·e of evidence 
for Myce naea n re lig ious pr act ices. Such a bri ef st udy of t he the hi sto ry of seholar ship 
con cernin g Tn 316 will a lso ma ke clea r t hat some pr oblems a re ca used more by th e 
acc ret ion of ass ump t ions about t he conte xt a nd nat ur e of the te xt a nd t he ta blet up on 
whi ch it was wr itte n t ha n by rea l d ifficul t ies wit h t he te xt of Tn 316 p er se. T do ub t 
whet her certa in of t he q uest ions rega rdin g Tn 316 will e,·er be solrnd . b ut I believe we 
ca n cont inu e to make prng ress 11

• 

We should beg in with E . L. BE S:\° 1•:TT . Jr .. T he P y los T ablets A P relirninary 
Transcrip tion (1951 ). p. 54 . where in t he text n o,v kn ow n as Tn 316 was elass ified as Kn02 
(figure l ) beca use of t he repeate d occ urr ence in t he text of t he ideogra m now ident ified 
as * 141 .-\U { (gold ). In 195 1 t he pr esent ve1·so was considered the recto beca use its t ext is 
mu ch full er, it conta ins mul t iple sect ion s of ent J"ies. a nd it occupi es alm ost t he ent ire face 
of thi s side of the tab let. Th e p rese nt recto was ide nt ified as t he verso beca use it conta ins 
a briefer te xt , a nd pe rh ap:-; beca use t he te xt ua l form att ing of t he event ua l seco nd sect ion 
was ta ken as an indi cat ion t hat the scr ibe had eit hel' reac hed the end of t he info rm at ion 
he had to reco1·d. or had made a dec ision to end t he te xt here . Th e signs wri tte n at t he 
botto m right of t his faee in gra ffito fas hion migh t a lso ha,-e cont ribute d to the ident ifi­
cat ion of t his face as t he bac k side of t he fini shed reco rd. 

On e ot her text was pl aced in t his now aband oned Kn elass : KnOl whi ch i t he ta ulet 
we now kn ow as Jo 438 . Thi s assoc ia ti on is signifi cant. I believe. beca use fro m the begin ­
nin g t he two t a blet s were link ed in in te rpr etiv e reco nstru cti on. Afte r t he dec iph erm en t, 
it beca me clea r t hat Jo 438 lists in it s exta nt ent ries ca . . 5 kg. to ta l of gold fr om loca les 
am ong t he sixtee n ehief communi t ies of t he two ma jor pro v inces into which t he te rri ­
to l'y cont roll ed by P y los was admini st r at ively divid ed . Th e pl aee na mes occ ur in a 
non-can oni ca l orde r. a nd t here is a variat ion in t he p rocedur e for des ignat ion of t he indi ­
vid uals respo nsible for t he go ld in eac h locat ion : indi vidu a ls a re designated by t it le. p er­
sona l na me. or not a t a ll. Th e text is t hen conn ecte d with the "s tate of emergen cy " 
·cenario beca use t he q ua nt it ies of gold are t hought to be signifi can t enough fo r a speci­
al sit uat ion . b ut insuffi eient for an annu al levy 11

• Thi s conn ect ion is made desp ite t he 

"'Cf. PAL .~ nl A (supra n. 6). p. 628- 632. fo r a d iscuss ion of how afte r Tn 316 wa s rece ived. proc esse d 
an d filed in t he .\ rchi1·es Hoo m ·. ot her tab lets. includ ing t he inYento ry of 1·esse ls a nd fur nitur e up on th e 
occas ion of a roya l appo int ment (Ta se ries) . t he list of c:ommens ua l offe ring s to Pose idon by t he chief dig­
ni ta ries a nd soc ia l un its in t he c-om mun ity (Un 718 ) and t he reco rd s of ar mor refu rbi shin g (Sh se r ies) were 
probab ly cleli,-ered to Roo m 7. 

11 A fu ll a nd ba la nced d iscuss ion of a lte m at iYe in te rpr etat ions from t he t ime of the deeip hern1cnt un t il 
1973 is fo und in Dornmenls". p . 28-! 289 and -!fiS- -1-63. 

1" B AL".\IIJ A(' I-I (1,upm 11. 2). p. 32 
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fa ct that we hav e no idea what t he purpo se for this register of qu antiti es of gold oppo sit e 
p lace nam es and indi viduals in th e nominativ e case was 1:1_ Nor , if it is prop erly inter ­
pr ete d as a " levy " , do we know what th e levy was for or what individual( s) or in st itu ­
tion( s) might have been t he recipi ent( s). 

Th e linkin g of Jo 438 with Tn 316 has led to the idea that perhaps t he very go ld 
being "lev ied " here was intended to be used in produ cing t he 13 go ld vesse ls listed on 
Tn 316 1

-1. Baumb ac h di smisses t his idea on the ground s that th e two tab lets are nearly 
cont emporar y. Thi s kind of argum ent - and even it s dismissa l - is probl emati ca l once 
we recogn ize that th e extant tab lets may elate from a period of some 3, -± or 5 month s 1

·•. 

More telling, however , is the ev idence of t he archaeo logica l record acco rdin g to which 
th e corr elates in metal and sto ne for th e "Mino an chali ce" *216 1

c1:-, on Tn 316 date to MM 
III - LM I. Th e icono gra phi c parall els a re simil arly ea rly: "Ca mp Stoo l Fr escoes" (LM I) 
and "Tir yns Rin g" (LH I). In clay, the shape is attested in Cypru s and the Nea r E ast 
in the 13th century , and in chron ologically un clear cont exts a t Mycena e and P y los 
(Tholo s 111) that may argue for produ ct ion as late as LH III B. Sim ila rly t he gold meta l­
lic corr elates for the Myce na ea n gob let *2/ 51

·
1
~ elate to LH 1- LH U (with a n exa mpl e in 

a probabl e LM Ill A buri a l cont ext lof unknown date ofm anufa ct ur el from tomb 1-± at 
Zaph er Papour a in Crete )rn. Th e gold ver sion s of these vesse ls may then be ceremonia l 
heirloom s parti cularl y assoc iat ed with a tradit ion of soc ia lly import a nt drinkin g ritu a ls 
that ca me int o pra cti ce durin g the form at ive period of Mycena ean palatia l society and 
und er the influ ence of the clea rly attested use of the Mino an chali ce in ritual s in the 
Minoan neopa lat ia l period 17

. Thu s th ere would hav e been no cont empor ary produ ct ion 
of such gold vesse ls whatsoever in which the go ld on Jo 438 could hav e pl aye d a part. 

Since thi s fir st publi cat ion of Tn 316 , th e rea din gs of the characte r s on Tn 316 ha ve 
not ra dicall y changed. vVe und ers tand bette r now, thanks to the effort s of Olivi er a nd 
Benn ett 1

~ and th e spl endid deta iled pin aco logica l mini-tr eat ise by Bennett 1
~, th e pro cess 

of writin g on both sides of th e tab let and th e histo ry of the text: e.g., Kn02 verso is now 
see n clearl y to be Tn 316 recto and vice ver sa . 

'" Th eo reti ua lly one (;annot rnl e out t ha t th e nomin atins a re in t he way of rubri cs a nd t he go ld herf' 
is somehow being i,wrn to rird as in t he po ssrss ion of the se indi vidu a b. 

'" B A L'.IIB ..\('H (supra n. 2) . p. :3:3. Cf. Dotumrn ls". p. :350. wllC'rr it is point r d out that thr q ua nt iti rs of 
go ld ·'co ntribut ed " here ·'fa ll wit hin th e range of we ight s show n by c-up s fr orn t he ::\lyce na e shaft gra ves. '· 
Entry by entr y th e a mount s of go ld ra ngf' frorn ca. 6:3 g. (four tinlC's) to 250 g. (most freq uently: 8- 10 tim es) 
to 1 kg . (one t ime) . Given such a rnn ge of weight s on th e tab let Jo 438 . it is diffi cult to kn ow what t he obsE'r-
1·at ion abo ut t he ran ge of we ights of ,·esse ls f ro m t he Shaft Graves rea lly mea ns. Alternat ive ly. ac1.;ordin g 
to ,J. Chadwi ck (supra n. 7). p. 145. t he go ld might ha ,·o horn usorl '·to fina nce a trad e miss ion to auq uir o 
a rm a ment s or fight ing men from ebew here .. or e,·en as "Daneg eld. , t o bu~· off a tta ckers. Th e lin k here with 
Tn 316 is t he last-seco nd .. state of' c mergc nc-_v .. that g i,·es rise to a spec ia l offerin g and a speuia l le ,·y . 

1
·• P AL \DI ..\ (.siipra n. 6). p. 629- G:31. 

IG /D A . pp. 2 12- 216. 210- 212. 
17 .J. C. W1rn :H'r, "Empty Cup s and Empty Ju gs: Th o Soc ia l R ole of,l\ l ine in i\fin oa n a nd i\fy oenaea n 

Socie ties ", Th e Origin s and Anci ent H i.story of Winr (P . :\l('Co n :H:\ r l al. E'd .. 1005), p. ~87- ::l0D. Wri ght link s 
th e roprr sentat ions of th ese tw o t_vpes of d rinkin g ,·esse ls on th e .. C'amp st ool Fr esco '· from Kn ossos with 
the use of i\linoan ston e a nd elay ce remoni a l cha lices found at H ag ia Tri ada . Za krn a nd in th e sa nct ua ry a t 
Sym e. Th e adoption and adapt at ion of such ,·esse b a nd CPl'E'monies b_v tlw ea rly i\f _vcE'na ea n chieftain s wou ld 
have enh a nced t heir pr est ige in a nt hrnpo log i(;ally atteste d wa_vs: imp orted ob jects a nd ritu a ls (an d lo(;al 
ve rsions t hereo f) bein g high stat us ma rk ers . ~ac coni (infra n. 3::l) cle ,·orl,v notes t ha t t ho vesse ls would here 
be term ed ·'g ift s ' · be(;ause in the a nnu a l offerin g (;eremon_v of t hesE' ,·E'ssels from th e pa lace to t he va rious 
cloit ios. t he vesse ls would have been viewe d as (;erernoni a lly "at: quir ed b_v· ' th e di, ·initi es as '•gift s '·. 

" P'l ''l' l. p. 233- 2:3(3. 
,n BE:\:\ETT (su pra n. l ), p. 221 234. Tex tu a l di scuss ion of Tn 316 cont inu es . Cf. Geo rg H . K:\L ''l'ZJ-::\. 

" PY Tn :316. rorto .J.: ma- (f-1_tf-8a. nicht ma-1.iq,-sa" . l{ admus 2.J. ( IH9;)). p. fi3- 62. a tl10rou ghl,v un (;on, ·ine;ing 
exer(;ise ma rked by un fa mili a rit y with th e pro cess of writ ing on clay . 
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We can beg in to consider t he history of int erpr etat ion of t he text of Kn02-Tn 316 
with d iscussion in the lette r wh ich Michae l Ventr is wrot e to Emmett L. Benn ett , Jr. , 
dated December 4 , 195020

. Note that in what is quoted here from Ventris's lette r I indi ­
cate by trans literat ion vvithin angle bra ckets, th us <pu ro>, signs which Ventri s drew in 
Li near B in the origina l. 

BEGIN QUO TATlON 

(x i) Th e appa rent inflect ions in Kn02 do enab le so me so rt of d im pattern of synt ax to 
eme rge. and at t he risk of mere ly missing rath er widely what you 've a lready scored a 
bullseye on , here's what it looks like to me: 

(What we badl y need is so me sort of convention s for a diag;rammat ic trans lat ion -
somet hin g ha lfway towards t he fin a l mea nin g, in wh ich, when yo u say "hou se", yo u a re 
und erstood to mea n: "' hou se" . or some other word in an ana logo us pos it ion in t he sy nt ax , 
prob ab ly a noun " . 

Rath er the sa me sort of t hin g has been made use of by Pallottino to explain the 
const ru ct ion of Etru sca n re ligiou s inscr iption s, discla imin g cert aint y on what t he indi­
vidua l act ions a nd objects act ually mea n .) 

Kn0 2 

I gnorin g t he introd ucto ry <pu ro> : -

2 
Th e-wo rk shop 
a nd -t he-thi s and -t hat 
(stan dard in car h paragraph). 
Th e forema n : 

3 I sih·er bow l (2 women). 

-! Th e-workshop 
5 and-t he-t his a nd -t hat. 

6 

7 

"D .. : 

" G" . epith et (not plura l 
of <a ke > ?): 

8 Th e-work shop 

a nd -th at. 
9 "H " 
10 "J " 

of-" A., aml-t l1e-forernan 

of-" ff . 

Th e so met hin g (or a n 

l sih-er bowl (l woman). 
l sih ·er- bow l . 

l si lver cup (l ma n). 

of- "H " 

l silver bowl. (l man) "l ": 
("'H " fin ished it ): 

Reverse 

Th e-work shop . of-"K " 
2 Th e-fo reman "L ., l silver cup 

( I woma n). 
3 " M_' . : l silve r bowl 

(l woman): "N ": 

'·O" : l silver cup. " I'": 

ancl-of-"E " and-of- "F '. 

intrn du cto ry pa rt icle) 

" F". : l siln' r bow l 
l woman). 

(related some how to "F .. ?) 
a nd -t he-t his 

l silver bow l (1 woman). 
l silve r bow l. 

a nd -t he-t h is and -t hat. 

l silver 

l silver cup. 

bow l 
(l woman). 

20 Th e Ventri s-Be nn ett let t ers a re part of the a rchiv a l collect ion of t he Pro g ra m in Aegea n Scr ipts and 
Preh isto ry in th e Depar t ment of Classics of Th e Un ive rsity of Texas at Aust in . 
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(xiii) Your explanation of the signs < \ ·11-t> and < \JCL > in Kn02 is probably the right 
one . Th e onl y qu est ion whi ch puzzle s me is why some of the it ems refer to cups a lone. 
some to cup s a nd figurin es, but non e to figurin es a lone . One po ssibilit y is that eac h cra ft s­
man was given a ration of meta l fo1· the c.Jay, and that if he had a ny over it would be 
mad e into figurin es. I 'm not enoug h versed in the technics to jud ge whether that mak es 
sense. 

Wh en silver and go ld cup s were sent to Egypt as tribute. people went with 
them to carry them in proc ess ion , but that c.Joesn·t seem to have a ny bearing on Kn02 
since (i) it dea ls with fair ly dom est ic deta ils. apparently; (ii) there's no evidence that 
women took part: (iii) it shouldn ·t have needed two women to carr y the cup in line 3. 

Th e latter entr y also knod, s on the hea d the suggest ion that the "man " and 
"woman " signs refer to segregated pal ace cantee ns for which the vesse ls are intended. 
or to their appropriate sizes . Th e only oth er possibility is that the figur es are engrave d 
on the vesse ls themselves. 

Knowin g as yo u do the whole ran ge of the inscription s, so me of these suggest ion s 
may be ev ident bunkum. 

Yours , Michael V. 

END QUOTATION 

If we take this as our point of depart ure for int erpr et ing Tn 316 . we can briefly 
summ ar ize what ha s happ ened to it s int erpr etat ion through time. Pre-d eciph erm ent , 
Ventri s (and Benn ett) were open to a broad range of po ssibiliti es (Ventri s pr esent s ma ny 
options for int erp retat ion here and a lludes to others by Bennett). Th e text was int er­
pr ete d with some reference to parall els from. a nd procedures used in. Etruscan religious 
inscription s and Egyptian religiou s data. One paid attention to overa ll st ru ct ure and 
repeated patte rn s. Th e theories here advanced expla in the \ ' JH and \I l'I, ideogra ms as 
figurin es (a use otherwise un attested , but reasonable consider ing the juxtapo sit ion with 
the vase and "pr ec ious metal" ideograms), while Ventri s enterta ins the notion that these 
ideogra ms refer to those who ca rry the tribute (or even to decorative figur es on the 
vesse ls). Th e vase ideograms themse lves are interpreted at face value . Since nothing is 
known of the "religious · lex ical it ems, nor of the very word-unit for the site of P y los, the 
text is considered to deal with "fairly dom est ic deta ils." All in a ll, howeve r, the pro cess 
of st ud y here is mark ed by caution , restra int , openness to a lt ern at ive possibi lities , inge­
nuit y, and a minimum of overriding int erp ret ive assumptions. 

Po st -decipherm ent , the import ance of this text beco mes obvious (cf. fig. 7). It is 
proper ly taken out of the "dom est ic sphere " and pla ced correct ly into the "religious 
sph ere" (the nam es for sanct uari es and deiti es) and "ce ntral palati a l sp here" (pu-ro 
sect ional hea der):!1• Th e text gains furth er value when the meta l ideog ram is identifi ed 
corre ct ly as "go ld" rather than "silver " . It therefore is seen to be special even in the 
cont ext of religious offerings. Tn 316 then gets ca ught up very earl y in the "state of 
emerg ency" scenario and in varying hypot heses about elements and practices in Myce-

" Th e se minal treatments are L>y A. FL ' HUl ,\HI\. ··Agit isc hc Tcxt c in g ric c·hise hcr f-;prache' ' . l!Jmno s 52 
( 195+). p. 5 1- 5:'J. with tran sla ti on into a lph a bct:iP GrPck. and L. R. PA L.11 EH. '·A .\l>·cenaea n C'alem la r of Offe ­
rin gs (PY Kn 02)" . Emno 8 53 (Hl55). p. l l::l. Cf. a lso the L>alanee<l la.ving out of a lt e l'lla ti\ ·c intPrpr ctat ion s 
in Doci,rn ent,;'. p. 28+- 289. 
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naean /1\Iinoan religion22
. Th e most ext reme res ult . of cour se. is the theory that the term 

po-re-na a nd the ideog ra ms \"IH and \IL "L refer to sac rificia l victims. Th en the condition 
and st ru ct ur e of Tn 316 a nd mann er of exec utin g its text are viewed through that filt er. 
1,:ven Benn ett's demo nst rat ion of how the text ca me into being and his whim sical theo­
ry that the layout of the text can best be ex pla ined by propos ing that the scrib e (Ha nd 
-!-!) went out to a wine-fi lled lun ch betwee n writing the recto a nd the vPrso - and there­
fore was hardl? writing on the tablet in haste a nd terro r as im-ade r s a rriv ed - have not 
ueen brought full_v to uear on t he int erpr etat ion of the text in sub seq uent treatments. 
Otherwise the impli cat ions of Bennett" s pinaco logica l obse rv at ions ha ,-e been und erva ­
lued or mi sund er stoo d (cf. refere nce to Buck sitp1·a n . 22f 1

. 

I ha Ye exa min ed elsewhere2
~ in detai l some of the fr ag ile und erpinnin gs of t he "sta te 

of emergency" sce na rio and how they hav e shap ed our ,-iew of Tn 316. I sha ll not repeat 
all of my argum ent s a nd e,,idence here. Of specific concern for a n und er sta ndin g of 
Tn 316 , how ever. are the fo llow ing : 

1. Th e month na me po-ro-wi- to-jo ha s not been sec ur ely p laced within the rea l calen­
dar ofi\1~-cenaea n Py los. A month of sa iling woulcl also make sense in the mid- /late sum­
mer a n<l study of text. ' dealing with wine and flax production and processing indi cates 
that such a po sit ion for the month is acce pt ab le in practica l terms. Thu s t here is no need 
to imag ine that Pyl os is being attac ked at t he ··ope nin g of t he sa iling seaso n" in 
:\Iar ch -ApriF '. a n ass ump t ion which is based on inte rpr eting documents like the rowe r 
a nd o-ka texts as respon ses to a spec ific anti cipate d emergency. 

22 The ··state o f' emerge nc·_v·· a lrea dy fig ur es in th e di scuss ion l.Jy Pa I mer (supra n. 21 ). µ. I 0: "Th e que­
stion noll' a risC's 11·l1Pthe r t he offe rin gs a nd rit C's of purifi<.:ati on reco rd ed in t he tai.Jlet rKn 02I WC're rec ur ­
rent or were ·•einrn a lig·· and occas io rwd pe rh aps i.Jy so me g rC'at C'merge n<.:_v. \Ve should not fo rge t the ge ne­
ra l context of t llC'se arr· hi, ·es the immin ent destru ct ion of t he city. An awareness of t he µe ril is suggeste d 
b_,. t he military di spos iti ons reco rd C'd in An 4::l [now An 5 19J. t he sac rifi ce of bu lls in Cn 22 lnow C'n 3]. and 
µerh aps t he req uisit ion of bronze fo r a rm a men ts in ,Jn 00 lnow ,Jn 8291_·· Yet Pa lm er ultim ate ly rejects t hi s 
:;it uation as an ex pl anat ion fo r t he 11-rit ing of Kn02-Tn 316 . By identif \ ing po -rn-u·i- to-jo as a month name 
an d idrn t i~Ying a-1,e an d i-je -to as ao rist pa ss i,·es e;onne cted with the roots of the lat.e r G ree k word s haynos 
a nd hie1·08. P a lmer . p. 12. ronc luc!Ps: " lTJ he tai.Jlet is to be rl'gard ed as part o f' a ri t ual ca lend a r. and t he 
purifi<:ation of tlw town was not a n emerge ncy meas ure. " H e <:ite s th e para llel of th e l guv inc tab lets in 
Pxpl a inin g why what th en wa s kn ow n as t he recto e;ont.a ins no spec ificat ion of m onth na me. Evf>n now t hat 
11·e kn o11· t he textua l histo ry of Tn 316. ::;onw sc ho la rs sti ll fo il to see th e text as a con t inu ous whole- a nd to 
puzzll' 01·er th e absen<.:e of a des ig nated month na me on Tn 316 verso: e.g. , BL·c-1,. (supra n. l ). p . l:31- 1::!7. 
es p. p. 13G n. 23 wh ere in he mi stak enly refers to '·B enn ett· s idl'a that Tn 316 cou ld rl'fer to more than one 
ineiclent: po ss ihl_,· th e 1'fffo to one se t a nd the l'erso to a not he r set.·· Hi s re fe rence to B1,::,.;:--;ETT (supra n. I ). 

es p. p. 2:32 f.. do es not supµ ort th e att ributi on of thi s notion to B enn ett. 
1" Th e mo st co nspieuou s rece nt exce p t ion to t hi s tendency is the artic le by A. SA<·c·o:,.; 1 (-supra n. l ) 

which argues against th e a<.:ti,· it ies on Tn 316 being a response to a n extrao rdinar y e1·e nt.. B_v the t im e of 
the seco nd edition ofDocu111enl82 (1973). p. 4fi8 4G4. Chadwi ck has accepted t hat the ,1L·L a nd , ·1H mu st be 
~atrifi<.:ial ,·ict im s an d that po -re-na . des pit ,e problems in identif y ing the pr ec ise Gre ek word it repr ese nts. 
mu st refer to th ese v ie;tim s . 

24 See l' . .\L..\I.\IA (-rnpra n . 6) . p . 62 3 G:33. for fur t he r di sc uss ion a nd refe renees pe rt inent to th e po in t s 
re1·ie ll'ecl here in brief. 

2
_.' Th e _,·ear in Yariou s reg ions a nd co mmuni t ies o f G reeL·e in histo ri ca l time s. so fa r as we hav e infor ­

mation al.Jout it. l.Jegin :; at th e mo st ronspicuo us obse r rnb le point s of t he natural _,·oar: t he sp rin g eq uin ox. 
t he ~ummer so lsti el'. th e firnt cresee nt moon followin g the fo ll eq uinox (rarf>l_,·. but in Crete). a nd . in one 
kno11·11 case. at th e time of t he winter solst ice . That is . th e sufficiently docu ment ed a ncient Gree k ca lend a rs 
be!!in in late ;\lar<.:11 ea rly April. late .Jun e ea rly ,Jul_,·. or late ~e pt Pmber Octobe r . Tt is exce p t iona l t hat the 
hi sto rica l Bo eo tian ca lendar beg ins in la te D ece mber ea rl_, . . Ja nu a r_v . Tf po-ro -u·i-to-jo we re t ho month in 
whi ch the pa lace 1rns destroy ed. and th e pr Pse1Ted texts reco rd 3- 5 months. eit he r t he Pylian yea r wou ld 
ha,·e beg un at a n unu sua l t irnl' fo r late r poli s ea lond a rs . 01· we would have to pos it t hat so me texts a re ho l­
clo1·crs from the prior ~,ea r. 
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2. Our p reser ved t ex t s from P y los pr obably cove r a t most 3-5 mont hs of admini ­
strat ive act ivity 2u. and t here is no way to be cert ain. and even some reaso ns to th ink 
ot herwi se. that po -ro-wi-to-jo designates t he fin al mont h a mong t he atteste d te mp ora l 
designa ti ons wit hin th e P ylos corpu s. 

3. Ev en if po-ro-wi- to-j o do es designa te t he las t record ed month. th ere is a stron g 
p ossibility. as I have a lrea dy ment ioned (supra n . 10). t hat t he inform at ion on Tn 316 
was not writte n in t he fin a l days or houn; of t he pa lace. bu t that so me fa irly rou t ine 
ite ms were sub sequ en t ly reco rd ed (e.g .. t he Sh ta blet8 foun d in R oo m 7. grid 52). 

4. T exts like Jn 829 a nd t he rest of t he Jn series need not be inte rpr ete d as specia l 
emerge ncy meas ur es. Th ere a re par a llels for th e ha nd ling of sanct ua ry meta ls from histo­
rica l tim es t hat wo uld sup po rt Jn 829 being a regu lar pro cedur e for desa nct ificat ion of 
such mate ria l27

• Th e qua nt it ies of br onz e on Jn 829 are not t he result of a desperate need 
for t he defense of the commun ity. in which case one might have expecte d req uests by 
the central a uth ority for mu ch g rea ter and less p roport ional qu an t it ies site by sit e. T he 
Na series a lso ind icates t hat flax produ ct ion a nd handlin g in t he te r r ito ry of P,vlos was 
at fu ll leve ls. not disru pte d by any crisis2R_ 

Let us now consider Tn 316 wit hout the ass ump t ion t hat t he reaso n for its being 
wr itt en was a "s tate of emerge ncy", and even being highly skep t ica l abou t such an hypo­
t hesis20. Th e P alace of Nest or was destro yed , but let us pro ceed , as we ha ve argued a bove. 
by po sit ing th at our t ext s do no t offe1· str ong evide nce t hat there was a specific ant ici­
pate d cr isis for which t he pa lace was adop t ing. a nd recordin g, specia l meairnres. Let us 
a lso tr y to recap tur e t he viewpoint of the scribe ( H-14) in his histo rica l sett ing. H ere a re 
some major po ints t o consider : 

a. In it s a rchiva l context , th e te xt of Tn 316 is comp lete a nd accep ta ble as t he pro ­
cesse d and filed end resu lt of norm a l scrib a l work . Th e experim entat ion wit h form att ing 
on Tn 316 is para lleled in ta blet Fr 1223 wr itte n by H and -b4 (as well as in the work of 
ot her scr ibes at P y los). T he scribe was using for Tn 316 a t ablet on which he him self had 
beg un , and erase d , an ot her t ext which bega n with inform at ion not contain ed in th e fina l 
record as we possess it . Th e fin a l record might in fact be so exper iment a l beca use th e 
scrib e was concern ed wit h dev ising on a pa limp sest ic ta blet of his own th e best met hod 
for lay ing out import ant inform ati on t hat wou ld eve nt ua lly be t ra nsfe rred to a record 
in some oth er medium , wherein econ omy of lay out would be essent ia l. Tn 316 might t hen 
bot h rely on pr eliminary sing le entr y document s refe rrin g to t he offerings to ind ividu a l 
deiti es or at indi vidu a l sa nctu ari es:m and it self be pr elim inary wit h regar d to a fina l do cu­
ment wr itte n on cost ly eph emera l materials. W"Jrnt was imp or ta nt t hen was t hat Tn 316 
cont ain all t he necessa ry inform at ion a nd eve nt ua lly indi cate how t o record it in a n 

w "i\lont h '" na mes (or ot her refe rences to spec ific ch rono log ical pe riods) in th e text;;: po-ro-wi-lo (" in 
t he mont h of sa iling" ): Fr 1218, Fr 1221. Fr 1232 . Tn 316 . me-/u-u·o ue-·1co ("' in t he period of t he fe;;ti rn l of 
t he new wine'"): Fr 1202 . pa -ki -ja -ni-jo-jo me-no (" in t he mont h of Sp hagianes •·. i.e .. in a mont h der i,·cd from 
t he name of a chief religious di st rict): Fr 1224 (here t he offer ing of oil is to P ose ido n): re-ke-e-/o-ro-/e-ri-jo 
(" in t he perio<l of the fest iva l of the str ewing of t he couch "): Fr 1217 . Fr 343. F orms such as di -pi -8i-we-wi -jo 
(Fr 1217) ca n be class ified as fest iva l na mes used wit h t he purpo se of te mp ora l des ignat ion . 

27 See T . L1 :-;D1•:R8, "Th e :.\lelt ing Down of D isca r<led :\leta l Offe rings in Gree k Sa nct ua ries· •. Scien ze dell' 
An lichila 3- 4 (1989- 1990). p. 28 1 285. for a tr ea t ment of t he reg ula r proc e<lures for t he recyc ling of pre­
cious meta ls from old religious ded icat ions in the Hellenist ic period . Such meta ls could be melted clown into 
ingots un de r t he superv ision of commi ssions made up of officia ls whom we would class ii\ 1 as '·se<;ula r" and 
" religious" . Th e pote nt ia l para llels wit h Jn 829 a re clea r. 

28 P A LAD IA (supra n . 6). p . 626 n . 15. 
w E, ·en if a '·state of emerge ncy .. ex isted. rout ine operat ions a nd an nua l ceremonia l act i,·it ies (espec i­

a lly in t he " religious" sph ere) would nut necessa rily cease. nor cease to be reco rde d . 
:JO B E.\.\ ETT (supra 17. 1). p . 233. 
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eco nomi ca l layout. Tn 316 sat isfies these req uir ement s. as the Yer,v fa ct that it was 
accepte d and stored in the central arch ives indi ca tes. It d id not need to be a "fa ir copy" 
t ext - an anachron ist ic noti on. Nor did the scr ibe need to go back and eor rect ·what to 
him and ot her admini st rato r s would hav e been most ly self-correcting mi stak es and s lips 
(e.g .. the om ission of ke in a-ke in ver8o .5 a nd po ssibl y ofjo in i-pe-m e-Je-jci-qe in ver­
so .-1-). 

b. Th e abse n ce of Po seidon as a rec ipient in th is do cum ent is not a n indi cat ion t hat 
the record is incompl ete. i\lajor ceremoni es and act iviti es con cern ed with Pose idon are 
reg iste red on oth er tab lets . includin g Un 718 wh ich spea ks of futur e offe rin gs (do-se) 
whieh will be mad e to Pose idon. 

c. Th e scrib e might ham made an attem pt. in the cour se of ent erin g inform at ion. 
to transfer the information from the 1·ecto in to the blank sect ion on th e verso (\-.13- .v.16 
or \·.12- v.16). H e ernntua lly thought bette r of this. 

d. All ideogram s on Tn 316 are used sp ec ifica lly a nd precise ly, and not o·enerica lly. 
e. Th e " hum an being" ideog rams ca n pl ausibl y be int erpret ed as 'acco ni has most 

rece ntl y int erpr eted them. "sace rdoti e sace rd otesse " and. perhaps as bea rer s of the vases. 
despit e the proportion of rn vases to 10 hum a n beings. and the list ing of four deiti es 
\Yithout a ny associated hum a n beings. 

f. Th ere mi ght well be a hiera rch y of diviniti es by tab let sect ion a nd the vas es being 
offered to sp ecific de ities might ha,-e an estab lished culti c significan ce. Th ere i. no reaso n 
to be troub led by the I ist i ng of Zeus. H era. and the "son· , of Zeus in th e final sect ion of 
th e tab let, nor a bout their being offered simpl e bowl s (*213u~). Zeus a nd his "fam ily " 
were simpl y not the ma in focus of t he ceremonies at Pylo s on t his pa rt icular occasion . 

Point a is ba sed on so me furth er considerat ions of Benn ett's st udy of the 
text-in-making (supm n. 1) and on a comp a riso n of Tn 316 with the oth e r tab let 
att ribut ed to th e sa me sc ribal Hand: Fr 1223. Om di scussion here will a lso inrnk e points 
b and c and other points as ,veil. 

Comp are recto sect ion l of Tn 316 (lines .2- .3 in figs. 2 and 6) with tab let Fr 1223 
(figure 4f11

. Fr 1223 is a n unexcept ion a l - one a lm ost wa nt s to say banam ;ic or pedest ria n 
- text a mon g the Fr tab lets from the oil sto rernom ,; at P ylos. It reco rd s distributions of 
sage-sce nt ed and rose -scent ed oil to the sit e of ti-no. Th ere for e, any of th e features wh ich 
indi cate how the scrib e went about writing t his mundane tab let should be att ribut ed to 
the scribe's norma l and chara cte ri st ic t end encies. and not to the effects of a ny ext erna l 
factors or eve nt s. On Fr 1223 . the scrib e exp er im ent s wit h formattin g in order to achie­
\'e a compl ete ly acceptab le a nd normal two- line text within the Fr series . H e writes the 
introdu cto ry place- na me ti-no-de in maju scule signs in order to distingu ish thi s impor­
tant element of the eco nomi c message . Thi s par a llels the practice of the lar ge-sca le pu-ro 
whi ch hea ds eac h sect ion of Tn 316 (and which heade d t he or igina l attempt at a two- line 
section in recto .2- .3). \,Ve should a lso not e t hat th e sc rib e in Fr 1223 show s a pr efe ren­
ce for the a llat ive form of a pl ace nam e to mark the mov ement of the commodit y to a 
loca le. Thi s wou ld mak e it somewhat less likely that pu-ro in Tn 316 so mehow serv es 
eith er proleptically (as a dat ive-locative) or ot he rwise (taking pu-ro somehow as an 
acc usat ive of limi t of motion) in conn ection with the intrndu cto ry i-je- lo-qe (if it were to 
be taken as relate d to Ll']µL and not to Lrgc\Ji:1_ 

"' Th e rea<ler 8hould co nsult from t his point onward t he layo ut draw ings of Tn 316 in fig8. 5 a nd G. See 
a lso P .~u1.11.~ (.supra n . 6). p late LXXl\ ' c (Tn 316) and LXX1' -d (Fr 1223). 

'12 Cf. C . . J. Ru.1< :H. ··JY H omere aux origin es proto -m_vcr nicnn cs de la t rad iti on epiqu e·· . in ,J.P. 

Crif'laa rd ed .. Homeric Que.stions ( 1.995) . p. 57 a nd n. :207. for a di sc uss ion of such accusat iYcs wit h ex pr e;;­
sed ,·erb s of di splac ement in H orn er an <l. ac cordin g to Ruij gh. in Tn 316 v.l: a-ke-qe wa- l u. 
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Th e scr ibe of th e Eb se ries (HJl) at P ,vlos uses encliti c -qe as a sy ntact ica l mark er 
within th e formu la ic bookk eepin g st ru ctu re of his record s. It separat es the entr y of th e 
individual who holds la nd a nd his/her tit le/oc;c;cup at ion from th e formul a ic ph rases whi ch 
spec ify t he nat ure of t he landholdin g. Th ese in turn are separat ed by a sp ace from th e 
entr y of t he quantit ies of GR.-\ involv ed (e.g., Eb 1188) . It is helpfu l to see H44 workin g 
in th e same way on Fr 1223 where qe ot herwi se unn ecess ari ly link s t he seco nd entr y wit h 
the fir st in Fr 1223. 2 wo-do-we-qe. H e doe s t his a lso on Tn 316. In t he da ys befor e t he 
deciph erm ent of Lin ea r B. Yent ri s. by being limit ed to obse n ·ation s abo u t formattin g 
syntax. ident ifiab le ideog ram s. and repea ted sign-gro ups. note d t his in his 1950 lett er. 
\\ 'e ca n now trans late: 

" (Thi s is happ enin g) at Pyl os. AKD he (or P_vlosri:i is performin g a sa nct ificat ion cere­
mony. al 8phagian es. AND (it is) gifts. he (or Py los) is br inging, AN D he (or Py los) 1s 
lea din g po -1·e-na. to po-li-ni-ja GOLD *.Z 7 5' '" l 1\"0:\ IAX l. " 

Comp a re Eb 1188 (H-:U) : 

"(Thi s reco rd concern s) to-wa-te-'ll, of Amphim edes. th e do-P-1'0 . A~ D he hold s 
o-na-to . ke-ke-rne-na . ko-to-na . so muc;h seed H . .\HLEY T-uni t 8. ·, 

It is perh aps re lern nt to obse rv e a lso t ha t HJJ falls in to th e pa laeogra phi ca l class 
of which H41 is t he prin cipa l attested scrib e. Thi s te nd ency towa rd a compartm enta lized 
bookk eepin g sy ntax cmdd be a ha bit acq uir ed peda gog ically. We should a lso note that 
t he t ec hniqu e and tende ncy of H-1--1-to highlight important entri es - a nd even to 
emph as ize sy nt act ica l relat ion ship s - by va riat ion in sign height is pa ra lleled on Tn 316 
r. 2-.3 , where bes ides t he introd uctory pu -rn wr itte n la rge. th e divinit y po-li-ni-ja in r.3 
is mark ed out in smaller signs than both th e pr ecedin g verb a-k e and t he fo llow ing 
ideog ram s ,\l ' H *:276''"' a nd :\Il 'L (cf. Fr 1223 .l a nd a lso do-po-ta on Tn 316 r.5). 

On Fr 1223 . aft er ti-no-dP. HJJ was next going to desc rib e the oil as 
pa-ko-we . we-a-1·e-pe. H owever. he changed hi.· mind a nd erased pa. He t hen wrote th e 
word e-ra-wo of in termed iate height. H e then ·wrnt e pa -lco-we . WP-a-re-pe a t smallest 
height. and concluded his fir st entry with th e ideog ram. met rica l sign. and num erica l 
ent ry at t he size of t he maju scule ti-no-de. H av ing ta ken t he tim e to erase a nd th en to 
wr ite t he word for "oli, ·e oil'' in line .1, despit e th e fac t t ha t it would have been clea r 
from t he ideograph ie entr y alone, t he sc ribe then pr oceeds to his second entr y. Th e 

"" For th e non-s pe<.:ific·a ti on o f sub je<.:t in Lin ea r n t exts. c·f'. .J. T. K1 LLE:-.:. ··Ob sC'l'n1tions on th e Th e lies 
Sea lings ... .llyk enarko . p. :1,,1- :no. Th e para lle ls arc MY Ue 661 (a nd TH Wu 89 a nd MY Oi 703 .3). Bun 1-
<11·1,-,T (supra n. I ). p . :'i(i nn s. 35- 36. g i, ·es para llPls fr om (~ree k a nd H itt itP ritu a l t exts fo r t hr USP of a n 
ind efinit e 3rd pe rso n subj cc-t. In MY Ue 661. Killrn spcc-u latcs that the m iss ing subj rrt ,rnu ld lie a pa lace 
off icia l (pe rh a ps t lw o-pi -te-u- ke-e-'ll) respons ib le fo r brin gi ng commod it ies out o f th e pa la<.:e sto res on the 
ocras ion of a lian4u et. Aga in "·e sho uld not P that Tn 316 " ·ould ill\ ·oh ·e t he sa me kind o f proc-edur e: br ing ing 
pr ec iou s ,·essc ls out of t he pa lat ia l stor es on a ce remonia l orcas ion. ('f. Sr1<·c·o:-.:1. Studi es (' /wdi cick. p . 5,53: 
·'T ,·as i r1·oro r hr ,·pn in 1110 portat i nell"annua lc pro c-rssione ri t ua le a ppart cnr ,·a no proli ,i liilrnente a l tPsorn 
sac-ro del P a lazzo e so no dcfiniti do-ra. cioe "doni '' . ne l sc nso d i offr rte n>t i,·e fatte in pr ccc denti oc:;easioni 
a lle d iYinit,\ c romc ta li ac qui s it e a l te:soro sac ro. ·· .-\not lw r a lt e rnati, ·e to pos it ing a mi ss ing subj cet is to 
take th e s ingu la r a- ke-qe . 1rn-l u in lin e , .. l as a spi><.:ifi<.:ation by th e sc rib P th a t th e 1rns/u of P_l'los is mea nt 
t o br t he 1.:olled i, ·e ado r in t he ec rrmony t h roug hout . Thi s wo uld be in t he way of !·l:u if\ ing wh at t he sc ri be 
had left un spcc-ificd on t he recto. Ha, ·ing inse rt ed th is in the hea d ing lin e of t lw rn,o (ef. e-ra-1co on Fr 1223 ) 
he mi ght ha ,·e fr lt no need to repea t it t h ro ug hout. Th e -qe in th e phrnsr aga in \\'ou ld se n ·c as a sy nta ct ica l 
s lot tin g de, · iee: ··A~D (T he rcb _Y c-la rif\ - that it is) t he u·a-sf ti (\\'h o) !rads.·· A th ird a ppr oac·h is repr ese nt ed 
li.,· :\f. LE.JIT:-.:1-:. "Su r Ir nlcabu lai re ec·onom iquc m, ·cpn ien ... Jllyc enaean 8 /udir-s. p . lOG n. 88 . wh o takes 
pu-ro as the co llett i,·e sulij t·<.:t fo r a ll t he n· rbs. L ejeun e ta kes th e phra se a-ke-qe tea-tu he re as a pa renth e­
t ic:;al ex p la na to r_v in t rodu c-tory ph rase: ar kh ei le 1cast u \\·it h a-kr from t he n· rb agxw: ' · Py los met en mou-
1·cmcnt un r pro cess ion . et le 1ca-t·u ,·icnt en tHr ... et (.L'.v lo~) npp o rtc ... et a rnene.·· 
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second line is link ed to the first by the enc litic con_junct ion qe which " introdu ces" the 
description of OLE in the second entry: wo- do-we- qe we-a-re- p e. Th e entrie s in both lines 
a re para lle l (if one takes , as one must , ti-no-de a nd e-ra-wo as part of the globa l hea din g 
information). Th ey ar e not , howev er. arranged in a lignment on the tal>let. Th e maju s­
eule pl ace- name and int er mediate-s ize specificat ion of e-m-wo which introdu ce the fir st 
entr y are not repeate d in line .2. Th ey actua lly introduc e the entire record and mu st ser ­
ve for both entrie s. ju st as in Tn 316 r.+-.5 furth er information belong ing to the first ent ­
ry is writt en and let sta nd on the lines, although their formatting ( continuous rul e lines 
all the way to the lat. sin .) might mak e it ap pea r ambiguous , at fir st glance . whet her th is 
information act ua lly does belong to the fir st entri ~-1• 

On Tn 316 recto .2-.10 , H44 experim ent s wit h sett ing up two- line sect ion s rough ly 
equival ent to the arrangement on Fr 1223 . whereby the pla ce nam e would sta nd in 
maju scule and serv e as a hea der for the pair of lines that follow. How ever, in this ope­
ning sect ion (r.2-r.5) t he pla ce nam e is rese rved in its own spa ce on lls. r.2-r.3 , an impr o­
vement over Fr 1223 (and parall eled on other tablets by Hand s 43. 21 , and 2ffl-i)_ Ev en 
that pro ves inadeq uate as the entri es pertin ent to th is "hea der" run beyond the two-line 
space (r.2- r.:3) and over into the seco nd two- line spa ce (r.4- .5)30 . Thu s there is a mbi guity 
- not insurmount able, but somewhat und esir able - on Tn 316 r.2- .5, ju st as with the 
plac e name ti-no-de and e-ra -wo on Fr 1223. In neith er case (Tn 316 r.2- .5 or Fr 1223) 
does the scrib e " line up " t he ideogra ms, as is often done by mor e met iculou s scrib es in 
full er lists. On Tn 316 . the sc rib e atte mpt s to "cor rect" t his formatting short comin g in 
lls .. 7- .10 , but the or igina l rnlin g in to 2-line sect ions mak es the who le rather unattra c­
tirn. vVe should not e, how ever, that he anti cipat ed the need for four lines in his second 
"para grap h" . 

Di ssat isfied with how this arran gement was turning out , H4+ turned tab let Tn 316 
to the verso (figs . 3 , 5 and 6) and formatted relat ively neat ly. now that he had acqu ired 
a sense of the sca le which his sect ions would hav e to hav e in order to accommodate the 
information with vvhich he was work ing. My own fee ling is that he created the sixth a nd 
now blank sect ion of the tab let (the fourth on the verso) out of th e same impul se that 
mad e him rul e the recto into only 4 sect ion s, which mea nt that he left blank a good 
portion of th e recto tab let surface. Hi s exp erience made him ant icipate that four was a 
reaso nabl e numb er of sect ion s to sta rt with , in trying to ent er the information at hand. 

On the verso of Tn 316 , H44 ex perim ent ed with clever short cut ex ped ient s. For 
exa mpl e, he cluste rs th e t hr ee sa nct uari es and deiti es in sect ion 2 (lines v.-!- .6) a nd thus 
avo ids havin g to repeat the lex ica l formula tvvo mor e tim es. H e even perhaps saved a 
third repet ition of the formula by appending H er mes to this sec tion. H e then had the 
idea to use the section which ultimat e ly remained blank at th e end of the verso (v.l:3- .16) 
to transfer the inform at ion record ed in the fir st sect ion of th e recto . In the end he resiste d 
thi s temptation , beca use it wou ld have caused mor e disturbance to the hiera rchically 
arranged inform ation than the curr ent produ ct which employ s two sides of the tab let. 
I think one ca n a rgue that he had t his impul se by reference to the numb er of lines 
devote d to th is sect ion and by noting the unu sual angustum v. 12. Th e scrib e did not use 
an angustum to separat e verso sect ion 1 from verso sect ion 2 or vr>rso section 2 from verso 
sect ion 3. v.12 is eq uiva lent l th ink to r. l. Tt was a slot for the month designat ion. Th e 

,., I a lso t hink the sa me c-arr y-01·c r of informati on from line- to lin e. a ppli c-s sc-c-t ion to sc-ction a nd face 
to face. Th ereforn . t her e is a bso lu tely no nee<l for the scrib e to rep ea t the mont h na m e po-ro-wi-to-j o on the 
verso. lt is liste d a lrc-acl_v as the- llC'acle r for 11·hat he viewed as a co ntinuou s runni ng tex t . Ser be low on //JJP// 

und er i-je- lo-qe on line 1· . l. 
"·

3 H 1-::s::s:1-:TT (8 'U}J1'a n. I). p. 233. 
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vacal in v.ll wou ld have sep arate d th e 3rd from th e 4th verso section , and it provid ed a 
mean s by which po-ro-wi-lo-jo could be clea rly d ist inguishecfl •. 

Th is ser ies of ob serva tion s about th e text -in-th e-making argues aga inst th e idea th at 
th is fin a l sect ion was left incomp lete when t he t error -st ricken scri be was for ced t o st op 
wri t ing beca use of th e emergency event s at hand . A uoro llary t hen is th at t he las t sec­
t ion was not int end ed to be used for an entr y to Po seidon th at might have been omit ­
t ed in th e fir st section of th e verso. which dea ls with th e san ctu ary of Po seidon 
(po-si-da-i-jo). P oseidon is a major d ivinit y at P y los (cf. P y los se ries Es. Eq, Fr a nd 
t ablet s Un 6. 853 , a nd 718 ) and we might expect him to be list ed in rela tion to so impor ­
tant a religiou s ceremon y. Hi s female coun te rp art occur s in ass ocia tion with p o-li-ni-j a 
on th e rrclo. and two fema le deiti es (na med . significa ntl y for th e cult of Po se idon , "s he 
of th e tr esses" a nd "s he who is bovin e" ) are record ed her e in t he sanctu ary of Poseidon 
(v.1- .3). But ou 1· exp ecta t ions may not have any bas is. We can suspect , if th e t ab let ord er 
of entri es is in any ,vay hi erar chi cal , th a t ceremoni es to p olnia and fem ale div ini t ies were 
prim ary durin g th e event s record ed on Tn 316 . Unt il th e fin a l sect ion con cern ing t he 
sanct ua ry of Zeus, sect ion s are head ed by fem ale deit ies. In th ese section s, following th e 
fem a le deit ies, som ewhat "obscur e" male deiti es a re record ed in subord inat e posit ion . It 
is also worth not ing th a t t he thr ee ma le "deit ies " with whom only vesse ls (a nd no hum a n 
beings) are assoc iated (ti-ri-se-ro-e , clo-po-ta and cli-ri-mi-jo ) a ll ar e list ed in th e las t posi­
t ion in t heir section s and thu s subordin a te to oth er major "deit ies" within th eir specific 
loca les'18

. \!Ve should also not e th at Po seidon is tak en care of elsewhere in th e 3- 5 month s 
of tab let s we po ssess from t he sit e of P y los, includ ing on such t a blet s as Un 6, from t he 
t ablet storeroom , Room 8. and on tablet Un 718 . which was found exception a lly in grid 
83 in th e "a rr iva l room " of th e Archiv es Comp lex . Thi s ar ea cont a ined oth er impor ta nt 
t ext s like t he Ta series. Un 718 spea ks of futur e cont ribut ions (clo-se) to be made to Pose i­
don from imp ort ant figur es and inst it ution s in th e P ylos communit y. Po seidon th en was 
being t a ken care of in oth er ways and we need not see hi s a bsence here as surpri sing or 
as ev idence t ha t the record was incomp lete and ab andonn ed. 

'"; lf H a nel 4-.J. is workin g fr om simp le pr elimin a r_v docum ents whi ch only spec ify in boo kkee ping slots 
pii-ro / p lace na me of sa nct ua ry / de ity rec ipien t / ideogrn m(s) / num ern l(s). as B1-::--::--;1-:TT (supra n . 1). p. 233. 
hypot hes izes. it is poss ible t ha t he dec ided. afte r he had st a rted. t o e;onglom era te here more info rm at ion 
from t he pr elimi nary docum ent s t ha n he in it ia ll_v inte nd ed or a nti cipate d . T his pr odu ced t he a noma lous fo r­
mat . 

"' B 1-::s::s:1<:'l"I' (supra n. 1 ) . p. 23.J.. sugges t s t ha t t he scrib e might have beg un to ent er i -je- to-qe . pa -ki -ja -si: 
on t his line fr om sect ion l of t he recto. hav ing forgot ten th at he had ente red t his on t he fron t side of t he 
ta blet . lt would be pr efem ble to imag ine rat her t hat th e scrib e bega n with a conscious in te nt ion to ente r 
t his inform at ion aga in . so as to p rod uce a compl ete text on t he verso face. Thi s would ex pla in why he bega n 
t his entr _v in t he odd line .12 . H e would have kn own t hat t he inform a t ion on t he recto. if reco rded in t he 
sa me fo rm , mig ht be d ifficult to acco mmod ate in a sec tion of four lines whi ch did not ex tend ac ross th e 
ta blet . Thi s impu lse - or rat her as l t hink th e impu lse to reprodu ce t he f irst sect ion eve n includin g t he 
mon t h na me hea der for t he entir e t ex t here in a n a ppropr iate " hea der " line - un do ub te d ly too k hold only 
afte r he ha d ma nage d to compress so mu ch inform at ion into sect ion 2 of t he ve rso . lt was t hen a lmost in 
t he way of a n af te rthou ght. H e a ba ndo nn ed it when he rea lized t hat it would pla_v ha voe wit h t he ord ered 
a rran ge ment of sa nct ua ries a nd deit ies and /or would leave the elat ing en t r_v in an incon sp icuous p os it ion . 

"' ln t he seco nd sec t ion of t he verso H a nel 44 a ims a t, compr ess ing inform ati on by cluste rin g a nd seria­
t ing the sa nctu a ries and deit ies wit hi n t he st a nd a rd lex ica l formu la . Thi s ca uses him to ma ke mista kes a nd 
ado pt pa laeogra ph iua l ex ped ients : p oss ible omi ssion of jo in i-pe-me- de-ja-qe in v .-!. omi ss ion of ke aft er a in 
v .5. omiss ion of word -di vider in pe-re-po-re-na-qe in v .5. a nd t he monog rnphic joinin g of th e vesse l a nd go ld 
ideog ram s afte r i-pe-me-cle~ja in v .6. lt is worth t hen considerin g wheth er he has not acc ide nta lly. i.e .. unin ­
te nt iona lly. omitt ed \IU , l in th e i-pe-rne-de-ja ent ry in v.6, in which case a ll fema le deit ies on t he ta blet 
wou Id ha ve a n assoc iate d ~, u ,. 
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So far th en we may con clud e that , from a pa laeog raphi ca l and ar chiTal per spectiv e. 
Tn 316 is accept able sc ribal work , exhibitin g th e same tend ency to exp erim ent a t for­
mat a nd formul ae a nd to invent t ac hygraphi c pro cedur es that is seen in th e oth er tabl et 
attribut ed to H anel -14 and in full er seri es by oth er scrib es at Pylo s:rn_ To tho se who worry 
why such inform ation as th is wou ld be left on a two- sided pa limp sesti c tab let and in a 
clear ly stru ctura lly exp erim ental arran gement. we ca n on ly say th a t th e filin g of th e 
text in Room 8 indi ca tes th at th e t ext was jud ged accept able as an in strum ent to do cu­
ment and recall th e ac ti, ·iti es and mat eria ls and pers on s involv ed in th ese ceremoni a l 
ac ti, ·iti es. ,Ye should not let exagge rat ed and imp rob a ble notion s about th e uniqu eness 
of thi s ceremoni a l occas ion and unt enabl e ideas al>out th e (;()St l:v prndu ction of 1:3 sac red 
,·esse ls th a t were prob a bly heirloom s used aga in and again to lead us to con stru ct unn e­
cessa ry scenario s for th e writin g of Tn 316 . Nor th en should we introdu ce notion 8 ahout 
th e need here for a "fail- c.;opy" text of such a record. Th e t ablet and it s t ext must be 
viewed within it s cont emporar y adm inistrat ive sett ing. Lastl y. one might add th a t th e 
use of eph emera l material s by Mycena ean scrib es for th e keepin g of import a nt informa ­
tion from yea r to yea r has long been po sit ed on th e bas is of sign shapes and aclmini­
strati, ·e necess iti es. l\Iight we not th en con sider th e exp erim ent a tion b,v H-1-1 on Tn 316 
- mu ch of which is aim ed a t str eam lining and compr ess ing th e informati on at ha nd 
(supra n. 36) into a single side of inform ation - to be an a tt empt by th e 8Crib e in rou gh 
draft to work out a scheme for writin g th is infom ati on on costl y hid e or pap_-vrus? 

I wish to make a few fin a l pinacolog ica l ob serrntion s th a t bear upon the histor y of 
th e t ext and it s int erpr etat ion. as out lined abo ve. I mention ed in a abov e that th e sc ribe 
here was reusing a t a blet th a t he had begun to use for oth er purpo ses . We ca n dedu ce 
th is from th e fact th a t th e recto surfa ce is pa limpsest ic and from th e fact th a t th e origina l 
a nd now era sed rulin g (lines a , ~, yin Benn ett" s ana lys is) a t th e beg innin g of th e recto 
has th e sam e peculiar angled ori entation as rul e lines J. ci and cii whi ch Hand -1-1 dr ew 
at th e top of th e event ual verso (fig . 5). Thi s habitual ma nner of dr awin g rul e lines would 
indi ca te th at ernn befor e H-1-1 used Tn 316 for it · smTiYin g and las t text , he had used 
it pl'eviou sly for anoth er t ext . Th e fact th a t th e now era sed line ~ bega n with /ca- l which 
nowh ere occur s on ou r exta nt t ext indi cat es th a t th e scrib e was origina lly using Tn 316 
for a different record-k eepin g tas k. for which a tab let of th is size was undoubt ed ly 
devised. H e th en dec ided to era se th e origina l text and to try to a ccommod ate th e fina l 
text of Tn 316 to th e t ablet. Thi s in its elf might exp la in som e of th e a nom a lou s tria ls 
a nd error s and om ission s. vVe should reca ll th a t in c.;omp ilin g t ext s base d on preliminary 
do cum ent s, scrib es oft en exp erim ent with th e size and shap e of th e t a blet s and with th e 
for ma t s and formu lae of th e t ext s·w. Benn ett ha. · demon strat ed th a t by th e third section 
of th e verso of Tn 316 th e scrib e. throu gh exp erim ent a tion , has "perfected " th e a rran­
ge ment of information ~1

• 

By optin g to use a la rge page -shap ed tab let whi ch lay a t hand. but was Ol'igina lly 
intend ed for anoth el' pmpo se. H-1-1 essentia lly guarant eed th at he wou ld have diffi cul ­
ti es in findin g th e prop er layout fol' thi s record -keepin g ta sk. Hi s exp erim enta t ion as he 
wrot e th e t ext , if not unclen;tood in cont ext , mak es Tn 316 app ear to som e mod ern eyes 
like a deplorabl e piece of work. In fa ct . it was a fine a nd sati sfa ctory exercise in recordin g 
inform at ion and in devising ultim ately a layout for that information. It was delivered 
to a nd stor ed in th e central a rchiYes. l think it is a t leas t po ss ible that th e scribe was 
willin g to settl e for thi ,· kind of tab let and thi s kind of end res ult beca use he viewed th e 

:m Scri be" P ylo.s. p . :38. Hll . 
'" Cf'. espec iall_v th e Eo (H-!J ) an<l Ep (HJ ) serie$ at P_,·los. 
ii Hic::-,.::-,.:J';TT (supra 11. l ). r- :23:2. 
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inform at ion he reon as pre limin ary to ern ntu al transcript ion onto a do cum ent of 
eph emera l mate ria l fo r longe r sto rage. I mu ·t st ress aga in. how ever. t hat most of the 
quest ion s which ari se for us about the event s descr ibed on thi s tab let would neve r haYe 
ari sen for t he or ig ina l " rea dership " of Tn 316. Th e scrib al admini st ra tor s kn ew the 
mea nin gs of eriti ca l te rm s whi ch we find puzzlin g: po-re-na. 1:-je-lo, a-Ice. Th ey und er ­
stood what was impli cit in t he form attin g sy nt ax of a t a blet . Th ey would have kn own 
a nd identifi ed eas ily the prob able theonym which fo llows qo-wi-ja in ,-.3 and then the 
relat ion ship of lco-ma-we- le-ja to these two ent ries. Th ey wou ld ha,·e been fam iliar with 
the inform at ion that must be und erst ood sect ion to sect ion (cert a inly po-ro-wi-lo-jo. and 
perh aps e,·en a-kP-qe wa-lit) . Th ey would haYe und er stoo d how to construe pu-ro (as a 
clative / locat iYe spe0ifica t ion of pla ce or as a nominatiY e subj ect for the ,·erb form s in the 
sta ndard formu la). Th e tab let would have provid ed t hem in every seet ion with all the 
inform at ion the reeord needed to convey: 

1. the nat ur e of the ceremoni es; 
2. the locat ion · where the cere moni es were t akin g pla ce : 
3. th e mate ri a ls a nd "sacristans " irn·oh·ed ; 
J. the deiti es who were the rec ip ient s. 

Th ey wou ld cert a inly ham und er stoo d the preeise im pl icat ion s of t he a-lce-qe. wa-tu 
phrase added to th e lexica l formu la in ,·.l. None of the small spelling slips wou ld have 
ca used a ny prob lems. Th e final text is not defect ive or wanting in any way. 

Second ly, we might a lso propo se that th e or ig ina l text und er th e i-je- to-qe on Tn 316 
v.l betr ays an abort ed atte mpt at furth er exp erim entat ion with th e entri es . Th e sign 
or ig ina lly writt en und er i was eith er [le_~ or rpd•:!_ Benn et t eventua lly opts for II e II as a 
simpl e mi ssp elling of the ini tia l i . but he had ent ertain ed th e notion that "on e might 
suppo se an an t icipat ion of eith er pe-1·e or pP-re-*82 from t he imm ed iate cont ext ."4

'
1 I 

wou ld prefer th e last and suggest that the scrib e here had the impul se to list in th e t h ree 
lines of th is fir st vp1·so sect ion the th ree deities and religiou s sa nct ua ries a nd the offe­
rin gs to them that beg in sect ion 2 of th e verso. Thi s wou ld mea n that the scrib e did not 
pa use for any g reat lengt h of time bet ween sto ppin g to writ e on the recto and turn ing 
to the verso. His fir st impul se wou ld ha,·e been , as on Fr 1223. to und ersta nd from the 
pr eYious entr y (on the recto) inform at ion that do es not have to be rep eated: the month 
na me and the formul a ic state ment of t he ritu a l act iv iti es tak ing pla ce. H e might th en 
hav e beg un to writ e. followin g th e simpl e patte rn of hi s pr elimin a ry texts: 

PU-RO 
pe-re-*82-jo. pe- re-* 82 .-\l "I{ *:2/31".1' .\l l "L l 

i-pe- rne-de- ja -jo . i-pe-me-de-ja .IL"! { *:2/3us < .\I LL l > 

di -u-ja-jo . di -u-ja .ffH *:2131.-'' ~I L"!, I . 

H e would have stopped doin g thi s either beca use he jud ged t hat th e full formul a wh ich 
lay on t he recto might be overlooked and so needed to be repeated here (? with the addi­
tion of the clar ificat ion t hat the wastit was the subj ect?) , or beca use he dec ided that th e 
sa nctuar y of Po se idon should be reg istered following the entry for the di st rict of 
pa-lci-ja-si a nd for po-ti-ni-ja and associated de it ies. 

Thi s lea ds us dire ctl y to point cl. Tn 316 lists three kind s of go ld vesse l44
: 

*213: a simpl e small bow l. atteste d in clay versions on fr ag ment ary KN K 7353 
(perhap s 10 in numb er) a nd Uc 160 ,-. 3 a long with amphorae and it-clo-ro: 

'
2 Bt-::--:-si-:TT (supra n. 1 ) . p. 228. 
'" B1-::--:--1-:TT (supra n. 1), p. 23-! a nd 228. 
"C'f fT>A. p. 183- 185: 210- 216 
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*275: a cup with sma ll handle s. only here in the Lin ea r B texts. but arc haeo log ical­
ly simil ar to gold cup s from Grave Circle A at Mycenae and tomb l at Zaph er P apoura ; 

*216: a chal ice. aga in on ly here in Lin ea r R with archaeological corr elat es in sto ne 
from JYflV[ LII- Ll\[ l in Crete. Th era, Zakro and K ea and in meta l from the Shaft Graves. 

Th ere are a numb er of int erpr et ive problems related to these offer ings . If these were 
yea rly offer ings req uiring the a nnual production of such pr ecious vesse ls, we would have 
to try to meas ur e the social /economic cost of manufa ct urin g and don at ing t hem. Th e 
sa me prob lem would exist, if these were once-on ly offerings in a crisis. Reca ll that t he 
5 kg, of go ld on Jo 438 is om on ly other goo d meas ur e of the avai lab ility of th is meta l 
at P ylos. How e,·er, the archaeological corr elates for these ,·esse ls in go ld and in sto ne 
date some four to two centuri es befor e the dest ruction of the P alace of Nestor , and 
\rVright ha s exp lained the social back ground for the adoption and adaptation of drinking 
1·itua ls by th e Mycenaean elit e in the same period. Lt is very likely then that th e vesse ls 
here are heirloom s uRed repeated ly in the yearly ceremoni es deta iled on Tn 316. 

Th e vocab ula ry used on Tn 316 is not that of such texts as those of series Es. Ma. 
Na and Ng, and on tab lets Un 267 and Un 718 at P y los. In those tab lets , both in "sec ular " 
cont exts like taxation payments and delivery of perfum e ingredient s and in "religious 
offering " cont exts (espec ia lly Un 718) , noun and verbal form s re lat ing to the Mycenaean 
verb di-do-si make expli cit and clea r that good s are exchan ged from the po ssess ion and 
control of one par ty or entit y to t he po ssess ion and control of anoth er party or entit y. 
In Tn 316 we hav e verb form s specify ing cere moni al act ivit y (i-je-to: either "se nd " or 
"perform a sac red ceremony "; pe-re: "brin g, ca rr y " ; a-lee: " lead" or "mak e hol y" and on 
,-. l perhaps " lea d " ) and the noun do-ra ("gift s" ) which clea rl y desc rib es the vesse ls. As 
mention ed above , I believe that Sacconi (supra n. 33) is corre ct in taking th is term to 
mea n t hat these precious vesse ls, whi ch are likely heirlooms. were transferred on th is 
occas ion in a ceremoni a l sense from t he pa lat ia l sto res to the sanct ua ries a nd deities to 
whom they are brou ght. Th ey are thus ca lled "gift s" . Since the vocabu lary on Tn 316 is 
descriptiv e of a pro cession , a performan ce, and the vessels are likely heirloom s, we need 
not assume that the vesse ls a nd human be ings are part of perman ent gifts to the deiti es./·\ 
Th e pal ace would be ju st as concerned to ha ve a record that pr eciou s vessels were being 
taken from its tr eas uri es to be used in ceremoni es durin g the month designat ed 
po-ro-wi-to, eve n if t hese vesse ls were to be return ed. All in a ll then there is no comp el­
ling reaso n to believe that such vesse ls in such numb er s cou ld not be pa rt of a reg ular 
festiva l within the P ylian sac red calendar. 

vVhat , howeve r, are we to mak e of the fact that Zeus, H era a nd Drimios in the las t 
sect ion of Tn 316 are offered mere bowl s (a long with ma-na-sa , fema le Po seidon , 
Iph emecleia, fema le Zeus, and pe-re-*82) , whil e the "Minoan" chalices (*216) are brought 
to the "Thri ce-hero " and H erm es Are ias and "Myce naea n" handl ed goblets (*215) to 
Potnia, to qo-wi-.ia a nd X lsom ehow "of " lco-ma-we-te-ja(?)] jointly (see infra n. 46) , and 
to clo-po-la? Shou ld this ca use us consternation to th e point where we mu st re so rt to ad 
hoc hypoth eses , such as that th e scrib e beca me tired and therefore in his last 3 entri es 
simply wrot e *213 to sta nd gener ica lly for VASE ? Suc h a propo sa l is as unn ecessa ry as 
it is int ernall y illogi ca l. Such "gener ic" use of ideogra ms, especia lly in the cont ext of an 
ideograp hically mix ed text, is without any goo d parall el. Moreover , it depends on t he 
assumption that Zeus cannot receive a " lower-grade" offering, even durin g a ceremonial 

.1., In R oman Cat holic ritu a ls. a ltar uoys ca rry var ious items of sacred para phe rnalia at ceremonies such 
as the stat ions of the cross. Uoocl Frida y servi ces . E aste r , All f::iaints Da y . the Feast of the Assumpt ion. Fir st 
Comm uni on. Confirm at ion. T he pri ests ca rry sat;rnd gob lets . the sat;r ista ns ritu a l plates to pr ot ect t he host 
from fallin g. All these incli,·iclua ls and a rt icles cou ld be inventoried for a spec ific ceremo n.v in a way that 
would ,·e1y 111ud1 rnsernbl e mii tati.s miitandi .s Tn 316. 
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occas ion that othe r wise clea rly emph as izes prim ary feminin e diviniti es. Thi s emph as is 
on the fema le is mad e clea r by the following: 

a. Th e di str ict of pa-ki-ja-nP is liste d firnt on the text a nd JJo-li-ni-j a is the fir st 
divinit y in the list , a nd she receives a Mycenaea n goblet. 

b. Po seidon. who is th e major ma le 1\Iesse nia n deity in t he Py los tab lets a nd H ome­
ri c tradit ion. i.s absent from the text, a lthough ritu a ls a re perform ed in his sa nct ua ry to 
t wo minor female deitie s. 

c. Ln sect ions l a nd 3, ma le de it ies a re registe red in subordin ate po sition to fema le. 

It is un cont esta ble that Zeus is th e major deit y in pan-H elleni c histo rica l Creek 
religion (cf. espec ially hi s prominence in t he 7'heogony , Worlcs and Days , ll iad , Odyssey). 
Yet th is does not pr event histor ica l poleis from orga nizin g state cult arou nd ot her deiti es 
in the Greek pa nth eon (cf. Ath ena and Athens) , nor does it mea n that all the pan -H el­
lenic sanct uaries focus on his cult. Moreove r, Zeus' prim acy, pr ehisto ric a nd histo rical. 
need not appl y to a ll ceremoni al occasions. By makin g such an ass umption for t he par­
t icula r ceremoni a l event which Tn 316 records , we are runnin g t he very ri sk coneernin g 
wh ich we quoted Osbo rn e at t he outset (supra n. -±): the ri sk of imp os ing our own 
framework upon pr ehisto ri c "relig ious " evidence. 

If we a llow the text to spea k for itse lf, it revea ls a fa irly clea r hiera rchi cal ar range ­
ment mov ing from the p rim ary documented P y lian religiou s dist rict pa-lci-ja-nP in the 
fir st sect ion (wherein Potnia takes prid e of place and perh aps prid e of object *215) to 
th e sanct uary of Po seidon. wherein the two minor female div ini t ies qo-w'i-_ja a nd 
lco-ma-we-le-ja (see ko-ma-w e-te-ja a long with po-ti-ni-ja , e-ma-a2 , e-ra, and di-u-ja-wo in 
the TH Of series) a lone are full y leg ible• n. 

We then pro ceed to the sanet ua ry of pe-re-*82, perhaps to the sanct ua ry of 
i-pe-me-de-.ja• ', a nd then to the sanct uary of cli-u-ja. Next we come to H erm es who is 
not expli cit ly assoc iate d with his own san ct uary. Th ere ar e two reaso na ble ex plana tion s 
for his po sition here. Given his extraor din ary nat ure as god of boundaries. he perhaps is 
without a designated sanct uar_y•

8 • Or he is here conn ecte d with the sanct uary of di -u-j a•1!'. 
\iVe fini sh with th e sa nct uary of Zeus, wherein Zeus, H era , a nd Drimios are liste d . 

in Po se idon. re memb er. is dea lt with in t he Es series. in Un 6 . a nd prn spec·tin· l.v in Un 718 . Po se idon 
a nd J->otnia a rp ot herll'i se t he di\ ·initi es most promin entl ,\· attested in the :3- 5 mont hs · worth of ta l>let~ fr om 
P _vlos . Bet wee n qo-wi-ja a nd ko-ma -1rP-IP-ja on , .. 3 is wr itten o ,·er a n eras ure a sign grn up whi ch is ve ry clif­
firn lt to int erpr et. The wr it ing of ko-ma-,ce- /e-j1i resped.s t he posit ion of th is sign group and it a pp ea rs to 
ha,·e l>een intended to be pa rt of t he fin a l text a ncl separat ed from ko-ma-ll'e-/e~ja l>y a word -d i,·idcr . I f t he 
fin a l or t he erased word -unit end ed in -qe. we should 1w rh ap s see here the listin g of a noth er minm "de ity· ' 
link ed wit h qo-w£ja by t hf' enclit ic con jun ct ion . Th e fo llo" ·ing ko-ma-we-/e-ja might th en be t aken as th e 
ge nit ,i,·e of t he more prominent deity (cf. TH Of 35. l ) who is " moth er '· or sorneho\\ · .. p ossesso r .. of th ese 
mino r hapa.r deitie s. Th ere a re. howp ,·er. many ot her poss il>ilit ies . Cf. DYlic. s .1·. 

" Al t houg h l think the prol>a l>ility t hat t here are t hr ee separate sa nrtua ries for these fema le deiti es is 
increa sed l>_v what may have bee n the ini t ia l impu lse by H a nd++ to entn t he offe rin gs ('Onnectecl wit h t he­
se t hr ee deit ies in t he thre e- linf' fir st sec tion of the ,·erno, it is po ss il>le . l>ut fa r less likcl_v. t hat i-pe-me -de~ja . 
wh o occ urs only here in t he Lin ea r B ta l>lets . is a min or de ity who ocr upi es the sa nctu ary of pe-i-e-*82. and 
is here (1·..J.) ent ered by a prolcpti c slip a hea d of t lw actua l recmdin g of the offerin g to hN of a ,·asc (v.u). 
?\ote in an_v P\'ent t hat she a lone among the fema le deit ies is not g i\·cn a ,1L·1.. 

"" On t he fundam enta l nature of t he go d H erm es . cf. v\'. RL·H1,1,:1n. G'!'i'Pk R eligion (HJSfi). p. 106 . 
. rn ~ ote t hat in late r trad it ion HC'l'mes is t he offspr ing of Zeus and :\[a ia . i\fa ia may well ha,·e replaced 

Di11,ia in Gr ee k re lig ion a nd cult as H era ro se in pr om inen ce as t he co nso rt of Zeus. Jt is int eres tin g to note 
t hat in th e ca ta log ue of offsprin g of deit ies in H es iod ·s Th eogony. Hf'rm es a~ off~prin g of Zeus a nd Ma ia 
oce ur s imm ecliate l,v befo re Di on_vs us as offsprin g of Ze us a nd Se mele ('l'heogony. 9,l7- 9+2). lf Dri 1nios. son 
of Zeus a nd Hern . ca n ind eed be co nn ecte d wit h Diony sus as so me ha ,·c t hought (cf. DJ!Jic. s. 1·.). t hen we 
wo uld ha ve t he sa me ju xtapos iti on of t hese male deit ies on Tn 316 ver.so as in H es iod ic tra di t ion. 1 n the 
lat.er. perha ps Aeo lic-/Th eban trad it ion. t he conso rts who had gi, ·en l>irth to H erm es a nd Dionys us wprc• dif ­
ferent fr om t hose in Bronze Age l\Ies senia. 
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Drimios is on e of four '·deiti es" on Tn 316 who are listed with single vesse ls, but with­
out a .\In . or \"I It ideog ram. Do these "deiti es " hav e a ny common link that might explain 
t heir entri es? Dr imfos is record ed as th e son of Zeus, and would be assoc iate d in a secon ­
da ry way with the ceremoni es to Zeus and H era within t he sa nctu ary of Zeus. As I have 
mention ed. if i-pe-m e-de-ja -qe in v.04 is not a lap sus styl i for 'i-p e-m e-de-ja-jo-q e, but a 
prol epti c lap 8'US lookin g ahead to the list ing of deit y and offer ing. then lph emecleia ca n 
be sa ti sfied aga in seco nd a rily by assoc iat ion with pe-re-*82 in the latte r 's sa nctuary . 
Finall y li-ri-.se-ro-e a nd do-po- la, like cli-ri-mi-jo a nd pe rh aps i-pe-me-de-ja, al'e a lso liste d 
in last posit ion within their sac red loca le a nd are clea rly subordin ate to po- li-ni-ja a nd 
th e two fema le deiti es who follow her in the hi erarchy of the relig iou s terr itory 
pa -ki-ja-ne. Thu s ti-ri-s e-ro-e and do-po-la , too , ca n be "offered " vesse ls without hum an 
sac ristan s. By obsel'ving thi s patt er ned st ru ct ur e, without preconception. ·, we can see 
that there is no need to see irr eg ulariti es that ea ll for special hy poth eses. Th e list ings 
ma ke sense as a ceremon y in a parti cular month in which po-li-ni~ja in pa-lci-ja -ne a nd 
ot her fema le deiti es are central. Th e list ings a lso ma ke sense in term s of what we know 
abo ut the relat ive promin ence and the othe r officia lly record ed cere moni a l concerns of 
JJa-lci-ja -ne, po- li-ni-ja , po-8e-da -o and so on. 

Th e issue of pr est ige of ranking in the list on Tn 316 is conn ected with the qu estion 
of whet her th ere is a ny relat ive rankin g of th e deities in terms of th e kind s of vesse ls 
they are offered. Thi s is pr ob lemat ica l sin ce we kn ow so litt le about the act ua l ceremo­
nies and ri tuals in wh ich th e vesse ls wer e used . vVe do not know th at the bow l *2731

·As 

in fact was less ornate and less precious than th e "Myce naea n " go blet (*2.151
-~" ) and 

"Minoan " chali ce (*2.161
·":-. ) . We might , howevel', support such an hypoth esis by notin g 

that the vessels we ass um e to be mor e pr eciou s are given to deiti es of pr esum a bly grea t er 
pr est ige. In recto seetion 1 po-li -ni-j a is given *2 15 while the minor deiti es who follow 
her imm ediate ly a re given the simpl e open bowls *2.13. In the fir st sect ion of the verso 
(th e second in the overa ll list ) the two fema le deiti es situ ate d in and obv iou sly (by the ir 
t it les) assoc iate d with th e sa nct uar,v and cult of Po seidon share a s ing le mor e elaborat e 
,·esse l (*215). Th e loca lized fema le deiti es who fo llow a ll rece ive the simpl e bowl *213, 
as do Zeus, Hera and D rimios who are group ed in t he sanct uary of Zeus, but in the fin a l 
,'ection of the tab let . Zeus a nd hi s "family " here perhap s rece ive offel'ings beca use his 
genera l pr est ige made it impo ssible to ignor e him even on an occas ion otherw ise asso­
ciate d with th e po- ti-ni-ja a nd the fema le·'0

• 

Thi s leaves us to exp la in the three male "deiti es " who rece ive "p rest ige " cup s and 
elm lices: 

r.5 ti -ri -se- ro -e . A l ' H *:2 J(j l"I' l do-p o- ta A L' I{ *215'.-"' J 

,-.7 e- ma -a, a -rC'-ja A L' R *:216'.-"' l 1·rn l. 

Jim Wright (supm n. 17) has propo sed that the vesse ls *215 a nd *216 (and the ir 
al'chaeo logica l corr e lates) were conn ecte d with ritu a l drinking ceremoni es, th e imp or-

·"' R ega rdin g the pos it.ion or thC' sa nctu a ry of Zeus in Tn 316 , we should not e t hat the hiera rchica l cata­
log ue of sa in ts a nd as pect s of divini ty wor shipp Pd on spC'ciric- ritu a l days va ries in Roman Cat holic ritu a l. 
Th e F eas t of the .Assumpti on wo uld g iYe fir st pla ce to t he B lessC'd Virg in :Vla ry. All Sa int · Day wou ld have 
a diffC'r·cnt ranked ord er . ln no C'asc wo uld t he foc us on a spec ific holy figure or fig urC'S mC'an that s/he or 
th e,v outranked God in Hi s tota lity or in Hi s comp onent per ·ons . Chri st wou ld no rnore be demea ned by 
be ing liste d as '·Child or :\la rv " in a seco n<la r_v pos ition durin g t he Feast of th e T mm ac ulate Conception t ha n 
ZC'us is demeaned here by being listed so fa r (v.9) a ft e r P otnia (r.3) on Tn 316. J n insc rip t ions from t he histo­
rica l period t he ordN in wlrich deiti es a re liste d in oat hs rdk C'ts t he ir re lat ive prom inence within a spec ific 
com munit y . A deity listC'd first in one to rnrnuni t? ca n be list ed t hird else where. For exa mpl es of t his 
ph C"nomc non from oat hs. cf. P. P1•:H L.11..\:-.:, ·· l nvoca lio a nd l rnprecatio: th e H y mn of th e Grea tes t K ouro s fr om 
Pa la ikast ro and the Oath in Ancient Crete '' . JH S 10,5 (1995). p . 103 a nd n. 17. 
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tance of wh ich is do cum ent ed ant hropo logica l!? in societ ies at the ·'chieft a in '· lern l of 
orga nizat ion. Th ese vesse ls and t he ceremoni es conne ct ed with t hem would have given 
pr est ige and pow er to t he leade rs of th e form ing Mycenaea n cultm e who had access to. 
a nd could see to the imp ortat ion (or th e local prndu ct ion) of Minoan (or Minoa nizin g) 
pr esti ge object s an d pract ices. If t his th es is, whi ch is clea rly support ed by ant hrop olo­
gica l par a llels a nd by th e Aegean archaeo logica l and iconogr aphi ca l reco rd , is corr e<.:t. 
then is it mere coincidence t hat th e thr ee ma le .. deit ies" singled out here to "rece ive" 
the se vesse ls have qua lit ies which wou ld be well su ited to t he or igins of these ceremoni es 
as argued by vVright ? Th e li -ri-se -ro-e has assoc iat ions with th e t erm hem and the ance­
st ral cul t of clam;-;1_ do-po -la. whi ch we may tran slate as '·hou se lord " or " maste r '·. 
keep ing in mind th e religious assoc iat ions of th e t erm do-de in t he Th ebes tab let s. aga in 
might well have conn ect ions with pa r t icular a nd loca lized soc ia l g roup s and re ligious 
wor shiµ-·•t_ Fin a lly, Herm es on Tn 316 v.7 has t he epit het A reias which p laces H erm es 
here in th e sph ere of war and ma rti al prow ess . i.e., th e sph ere of att ainm ent which durin g 
t he 17th and 16th centuri es B.C. helped to promot e to promin ence t he Myce nae a n "big 
men " (and t he Shaft Grav e war ri or s) who were adoptin g and adaptin o· th e drin kin g 
ritua ls described by Wrighe 3. 

Last ly, in t he for egoing I ha,-e made clea r that 1 see no comp elling reas on why 
po-r e-na has to refe r to hum an vict ims·;4

_ Th e ma in a nd m-enidin g mot iva t ion for t his 
int erpr etatio n , when we view t he histor y of schola rly work on Tn 316 from Yentri s in 
1950 onw ard . is th e pre sumption of a "s tat e of emerge ncy" that ca lled for d ire meas u­
res a nd was t hen even used unn ecessarily to exp la in t he text ua l peculiariti es of Tn 316 . 
Int erpr eta tion of t he word it selfr ema ins prob lemat icaF'. Such occurr ences as cpEQVa "t he 
god 's portion ( of t he sac rifi ce)" in 5t h- 4th centm y inscrip t ion s from Epid a u ru s certa inly 
do not di cta te t hat th e po -re-n a be ta ken as "v ict ims" . A lth ough t here is no absolute 
certaint y eith er for th e interpr etat ion of t he t e rm as "port eur " vel sim. (even cit ing t he 
late r use of cpOQEU£ [Horn . ll. 18.5661 and compound s in -cp0Q0£. cf. arr hephom s and 
kan ephoro s)·;i;_ we can point out t hat such word s as Jt£U1TT]V and EQJtllV see m to use th e 
suffix -'f]V with the verb a l st em and in a n act ive sense : Jt£1J1TT]V: " th e on e who inquir es' · 
(cf. ncu-0-oµm): AELX~V: " tre e mo ss. lichen. rin g worm , i.e .. th ings that lick or lick up aro­
un d som ethin g" (cf. AELXW): EQn~v : " herpes. shin gles. i.e .. t he di sease that creeps a rou nd 
th e bod y " (cf. £Qnw); cm1:~v: "unfl ying" (cf. newµm )";_ 

.-,, Cf. DYli c. s. '"­

.-,, Cf. D,l1ir-. s .,-. 

.-,:i On t he use of t his cp it lwt in late r Ar c;adi a n <:ult a ppli ed to Zeus. At hena a nd I nua lios. <:f. P a lmer 
(supra n . 21), p. 12. Cf. BrnKrnT (su pra n . ..J.8). p. 169- 170. 

·•• A t th e sa me t ime. let me say t hat t his in terpr Ptat ion should not be dismissed I.Jec;a usc we belieYe th e 
1\lyee naea n Gree ks did not pra ct ice or could not ha ve praet iccd such a ri t ua l. 

.;s Documen ts", p . ..J.GI; JJMic . s.v. 
:,Ii .M.enti ons. p . 176- J 7i. 

·" F orma tion. p. l 66- IG7. Bl T K (supra n . I). p. 13.5- 136. selec tiv ely c;ites only th e class of noun s wit h 
-riv suffix form ed from noun ste ms . Alm ost a ll noun s of t he -11v e;Jass hax e e-grade or zero -grade of t he st ern. 
Th e o-gra de t reat ment in *po-re = *q:>og1\v is pro l.Jlemati ca l no matter whet her one inte rpr ets t he word 
"act ively " as ·' he/she who ca rri es' · or '·pa ss i,·cl.v·· as ··he/she/it who /which is bro ught"' . F orma tion . 
p. 167- 168. notes t hat t here are a ce rt a in numb er of su c;h 1rnrd s in histo rica l Gree k whi c;h def\ atte mpt s to 
g ive t hem Gree k or Ind o-Eur opea n et_n11olog ies . a nd whi ch look clea rly like bo rrnwin gs from 
non-Tndo-Europ ca n la nguages: e.g .. foa ~v as a t erm for a pri es t of Art emis of Eph e.-us. a nd t he H es.,·che­
a n gloss whi ch wou ld pu t such bo rr ow ings in Crete as well as coas tal Anato lia: xrnf jva;; Aaywou;;, Kgfi,E£. 
Thu s it is eve n poss ible t ha t th e resembl a nce to t he a-gra de of q:>EQW here is illuso ry a nd we a re dea ling wit h 
a cult ic term deri, -ed fr om a Minoan rnot. 
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TH Of 26 wherein po-1'e-si are a llotted kn LA°;\A does not comp el U8 to interpret t he 
word a8 "victims " . TH Of 36, for exa mpl e, di str ibut es kit wool to a-ke-ti-ra 2 located 
po-li -ni-ja wo-ko-cle. Th e po-re-si on TH Of 26 might be locate d di-it-ja-wo clo-cle. but t he 
st ructur e of the t ext ma kes t his un cert a in. Th ey need no mor e be "victims " to be drap ed 
wit h woo l fillets , than t he "fini sher s" at the woilcos of Potnia need be pure ly culti c, as 
opposed to their sec ular count erp arts in the P y lo8 A- se ries. Both may be work er s/sac ri ­
sta ns within their sac red locales--,H_ 

Th e two other occurrences of the term *po-1'e = *cpog~v (po-re-no- a8 t he fir st ele­
ment of a compound) are likewise insuffi cient as ev idence . On Un 443.2 , following what 
see ms to be an o-no transaction in line .1 involvin g a lum. woo l and *7../.6 cloth. we have 
an entr_v: 

po -re- nu -zo -tC'-ri -ja L.~:-.:.-\ :3. 

It is clear that the term here is compo sed of two e lements po-re-no (gen. sing. or 
plur.) and zo-le-ri-ja eith er a feminine festiva l nam e (Zwo1:1ig(a) or a neut er plural of 
items termed two ,:~gt a. Thu s we have wool listed for use eith er during a ceremo nia l occa­
sion of the "Cinct urin g/G·ir ding " of the po -1'e-no or for items which are called "the 
belts /girdl es"·,!i. Neither line of int erpr etat ion rea lly helps in determ inin g whet her the 
*JJ0-1'e-ne are "vict ims" who are gird ed with wool fillets or they are "sac rista ns" who 
wear special vestment s in discharging their ceremonial duti es. Un 1413 might be thoug ht 
to t ilt the ba lanc e toward "sac rifi ca l vict ims". Th e full text reads : 

.a *J.J(j 7 ,:,166+ ll'h,' l l 
r-o-u-si-jo a -ko -ro . po -re- nu-tu-to;r 

Th e ro-n-si-jo a-lco-ro occurs in other texts with ceremoni a l/religious associat ions 
(Un 47 : "banquet " provi sions; Fr 1220 and Fr 1226 : sage-sce nt ed oi l in assoc iat ion with 
di -pi-si -jo -i wa-na-ka- te and te-o-i). H ere in Un 1413 we ha ve an assoc iat ion with *746 
clot h and wit h *766+WE. *766+WF.} from t he cont exts in which it occur s al8o seems to 
be an arti cle of clot hm_ Th e key term po-re-no-t-u-t~l is a lmost univ ersa lly restore d as 
*po-re-no-tu-te-ri-ja /-jo and taken as "sac rific e8 of vict ims" or as the nam e of a festiva l 
pertain ing to sac rifices of vict ims or - isolat ing the second eleme nt - as "obj ects be lon­
ging to the sacrifi cer s" and pertaining here to the po-i·e-ndi 1

• Th ere is need for caution. 
How ever reaso nabl e t he restorat ion may seem , it is st ill a restorat ion and one which 
relies on a clott ed teu2

• Moreove r, in late r Greek (Euripid es) i'tu1:~QLOV means "vict im " . Lf 
on e restores here *po-re-no-tu -M-ri-jo-i vet sirn., one could interpret the text as indi ca­
ting that *146 and*l66+WE were being contr ibut ed for use with the "vict ims" belon­
ging to the *po-re-no. Thi s indi cates how da nge rou s it is to ba se an int erpr etat ion of a 
te rm throug hout t he Lin ea r B texts on a restorat ion in an individu al text . 

:,s On TH Of 34 pla in LA:-.:.~ is aswc iated 11·ith a-pi -qo-ro and a-m-ka -le-ja. Th e latt er at leas t refer s to 
a pur e ly sec ular text ile occ up at ion. 1 f a-pi -qo-ro is here g iH•n a re lig iou s signifi ea nee as ··cul t se rvant s ·' vet 
sim . . t hen thi s wou ld µnn-i<le a good µarnll e l for po-re-.si. as ··sa c·ristan s ·· to be recc i1·ing a woo l a llocation. 
Cf. DJl!fic .. s. a-pi-qo-rn. 

·"' D,l1ic .. s. po -re-no-zo-le-rij a. 
''" D esp it e t he rese mblan ce it has tu an ingot. Cf. lTJrl. p. l i'i:2- 153 . 
"' Dillie .. s . po-re-no-tu-!d- L1,:.11-T:-.:1-: (supm n. 33). p. l 07 n. 97 . di sc usse d th e a mb ig uity of t he rea din g 

here . Of cour sP. he took po-re -na as fr om rrw1'.tw. 
''

1 \li' e shou ld a lso no te th e way in whith {}uw is used in H omeric Gre ek. Ari st a rchu s not ed t hat in 
H orner {}u£Lv is used of o ffe rin g a nd burn ing but ne1·e 1· of s la ught e rin g 1· ict i111s in sac rifi ee (ocpasm). H s mea­
nin g is to offer fir st portion s to the go ds. and Pl ato. }1)1,lfhyphro UC eunt ai ns the int e res t ing rema rk: i:61'lu£LV 
•WQEi:o{)al i:o,L i:oi:i; {}wi:i;. i.e .. ··fruELv is to offe r so meth ing as a g ift to the gods·· . Th e fundam enta l mea nin g 
of t he root is ·' to burn '·. Dictionnai1·e. s . 1%w 2. no te's that th e 1·e rb wh ieh is rnr e in Homer des ig nate s offc·­
rin gs tu the gods via burnin g . not a bly uffoud or of first -offe rin gs. \Ve should not e . in a n.I' case. t hat nothin g 
dema nd s that the ge nitil" e form of po-r e-no here be an objec-t ivP gen iti, -P. 
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I would then conclud e that Tn 316 wa s writt en by Hand 44 und er condition s which 
pr evail ed genera lly for the ext a nt Lin ea r B tablets from P y los, wherein ev idence for a 
"stat e of emergenc y" can only be found if on e assumes that it ex ists in the fir st plac e. 
The text is complet e and acce ptabl e as writt en and it s peculiarities ca n be parall e led 
with in t he work of its scribe and oth er scrib es . Th e text was accepted by the central 
Archives Room , where it was stored in Room 8. Th e text might hav e been expe rim en­
ta l, in the sense that the scrib e took the opportunity on a pa limpsestic tab let of his own 
to work out how best to st ru ct ure a nd order information , deriv ed from pr elimin ary infor ­
mation (or single-entr y t ablets ), that would have eventuall y been transferred from 
Tn 316 to mor e ephem eral writin g mate rial s. After Tn 316 was wr itten and filed , oth er 
t exts , "sac red " a nd "profan e", were probably written. Tn 316 refers to religious cere­
moni es assoc iated with po-ti-ni-ja at pa-lci-_ja-ne and other divinities connected with her 
and group ed in other sanct uaries. J do believe that the order of pr esentation is hierar ­
chi ca l in the sense that po-li-ni-ja wa s the divinit y for whom the communit y of P ylos 
had prin cipa l concern at this tim e in their ca lendar year . F emale deities in th is hiera r­
chical listing are given special promin ence, a nd mal e deiti es are record ed in subordin ate 
positions. Th ese ceremoni es involv ed the use of pr eciou s go ld heirloom vesse ls (th e form s 
of which were link ed with elit e drinkin g ritu als develop ed in the LH l and I I period s), 
prob ably at leas t somewh at specific to particu la r deities , and of sac rista ns (wheth er 
int erpr ete d as " bea rer s" or of otherwise unknown pr e-Gree k ety molo gy":IJ. Th e vocabu­
lary of th e text lea ves obscure whet her the vesse ls and t he sac ri sta ns were permanently 
dedi cate d or donat ed to the diviniti es liste d , but the explanation of Sacconi th at the 
term do-ra refers to an annual symbo lic a nd ritual transference of these pr ecious heir ­
loom vesse ls from the pa lati a l st or es for use in ritu a l cere moni es in the loca les of parti­
cula r deiti es best fit s the cont ext and circum sta nces as I und er sta nd them. 

"" Or least likely and unn ecessa ril y as ·•victims· ' . Cf. .mµra n . . 57. 



-~"-1:t &+ l 

··Kn0 2 - Tn 316'. 

vo...c:.o,:T" 

'1'1...,,­
Vtl.t..T 

v..._c..J 

lt 'V~rG.ti§H-l 11b€;), ~r1'Pt§ 
(I\ ']'~ I 1£\Y§ ~ '7 I ~ I 

v,c:.o."t-

,7'\ \ v ... ta T ( 11 \r .. tc-1 
-10 ____ __,._,~t ________ _ 

457 

Figure 1. PY Kn02 aft er E. L . BKY.\E 'l"I '. J r .. 'l'h.e P!Jlos 'l'ablels. A Preliminary 'l'ran.scriplion ( 1951) . p . 54. 
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Fiyu re :2. PY Tn3 16 recto photograph fm111 the P,-18P arch i ­
ces. T'hotogmp h pr erious ly publi-shPd i11 .J. ( '!l .-1/!ll"ll 't,. Th e 
J!ytmaean ll "m-/d (19 7(J). p. 89. ill. :J8. 

Fiyur e 3. PY Tn 316 rer.,o JJhotograph .from the PAST' 
(U"thi1·es. l'h otogmph preciou8/_IJ pu/J/i8lml i,1 ./ . ( 'J!AIJll"/l 'I,. 

'l.'he Jl_1jtenaea11 ll'orlcl ( l!J7(i). p. 8!). ill. 38. 
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F igur e J. PY F r 1223 photogmplt fmm lhP P.d.8 P al'thi1·es. Ph otogra p h previously publi shPd in 
E. /,. B1,.1".\"1, rr. J r .. 1'he Olive Oil Table18 of Pylo8 ( !V-58). pla !P Xl l . 
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Figure 7. PY Tn 316 lra1u rrip tion f rom P 'l.'1' l. 
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