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After BS (1952) and MA (1953, under Malcolm Y. Colby) degrees in physics at the University of
Texas, Blackstock served in the US Air Force at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, 1954-56, where he
began his interest in acoustics. His mentor at Wright Field was Henning E. von Gierke. As a Har-

vard graduate student in F. V. Hunt's Acoustics Research Lab, he became fascinated with nonlinear
acoustics and was supervised by William P. Raney. In 1959 Blackstock attended the Third Interna-
tional Congress on Acoustics, at Stuttgart, Germany, where he gave his first nonlinear acoustics
paper, on reflection of finite-amplitude waves. The picture is from that trip. After three years in in-
dustry (General Dynamics/Electronics, Rochester, NY), he spent the rest of his career in academia,
first at University of Rochester (1963-70) and then at University of Texas at Austin (1969-).
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Born in what is now Serbia, Pupin
emigrated to New York in 1874,
graduated from Columbia in 1883,
and went back to Europe for a PhD

supervisor at Chicago, Knudsen Columbia University's first. At Chicago,
had another famous mentor, his celebrated "oil drop experiment"
Harvey Fletcher. In 1922 Knudsen ’ B gained him the 1923 Nobel Prize in
began a lengthy and distinguished Physics. He moved to Caltech as its
career at UCLA, culminating as president in 1921 and oversaw its
Chancellor in 1959-60. A founding development into the prestigious
member of ASA, he made institution it is today.
fundamental contributions to hearing,

architectural acoustics, and physical

acoustics.

The pinnacle of this genealogy is
Helmholtz. Although his formal
academic training was in medicine,
he considered himself a "born
physicist." After appointments in
physiology at Koenigsberg, Bonn,
and Heidelberg, in 1871 he became
professor of physics in Berlin, where
he attracted a generation of gifted
students.

E : Besides Millikan, his nominal PhD Millikan's doctorate in physics was

degree under Helmholtz at Berlin
in 1887. He then returned to
Columbia where he had an

J illustrious career. The physics
building at Columbia is named for
him.




